
Council Committee Meeting
Human Services and Community Safety

December 7, 2022



Call to Order/Roll Call
Item 1



Review Meeting Minutes
Item 2



Public Comments
Item 3A



Presentation on Recommended 
Changes to Proposed Ordinance to 
Regulate the Sale of Tobacco through 
a Tobacco Seller License within the 
City of Tempe Based on Public Input

Item 4A1



Public Engagement Process
In accordance with Tempe Involving the Public (TIP) 
Manual
Included 2 public forums, 2 stakeholder meetings, 
and an online survey via Tempe Forum
Effort led by Mayor & Council staff in partnership 
with Neighborhood Services Office



2 Public Forums
Both held on October 25, 2022
Presentations by Tempe Coalition (Bernadette Coggins), Mayor 
& Council staff (Paul Smith-Leonard) and Tempe P.D. 
(Commander Kim Hale)
Virtual Meeting via WebEx

• Approx. 50 attendees, including City of Tempe staff
• 15 members of the public spoke at the meeting, 12 opposed 

and 3 in favor of the proposed ordinance
In-person Meeting at Don Cassano Room

Approx. 60 attendees
34 members of the public spoke at the meeting, 10 opposed 
and 24 in favor of the ordinance. 



2 Stakeholder Meetings
Meeting focused on industry and small business stakeholders 
held on Nov. 10, 2022

Participants included AZ Marketing Alliance, AZ Petroleum 
Marketers Association, National Assoc. of Tobacco Outlets and 
Tempe small business owners
Areas of focus: Fees, required education/training, 36-month 
timetable for violations

Meeting focused on health advocates, parent, and caregiver 
stakeholders held on Nov. 15, 2022

Participants included American Heart Association, American 
Lung Association, Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids and NAACP 
East Valley Branch
Areas of focus: Change ordinance language to include all 
flavored tobacco products targeted to youth and communities 
of color



Industry/Small Business 
Stakeholders: Suggested Changes



Addition of 4th violation before license revocation

In response to 
business/industry 
concerns, additional 
violation added 
before license 
revocation. 36-month 
timeframe kept, but
could be shortened 
to 24 months.



Requirement to Remove Tobacco Products

Requirement to 
remove tobacco 
products changed to 
only apply to 
businesses that have 
their licenses 
revoked.



Clarify Definition of Tobacco Products
Based on concerns 
about unintended 
consequences, 
clarified definition of 
tobacco products & 
e-cigarettes to not 
include medical or 
recreational 
marijuana



Health Advocate/Parent/Caregiver 
Stakeholders: Suggested Changes



City of Tempe

● Tempe has been on the forefront of enacting local tobacco control 
policies to combat youth tobacco usage, setting the bar for other 
communities to follow.

o 2004 – Smoke-Free ordinance prohibiting smoking in restaurants and other 
public places, one of the first Arizona cities to do so.

o 2014 - Added e-cigarettes to the Smoke Free ordinance, the first city in 
Arizona to do so.



Consequences of Excluding Some Tobacco Products
● Menthol cigarette use is highest among youth, African Americans, and Latinos. 

o Half of youth who have ever smoked initiated with menthol cigarettes.

o 85% of African American smokers and 50% of Hispanic smokers use menthol cigarettes, compared 
to 29% of white smokers with most starting out as youth.

o Preference for menthol is also disproportionately high among lesbian, gay, and bisexual smokers, 
smokers with mental health problems, socioeconomically disadvantaged populations, and 
pregnant women.

● Flavored cigars are one of the fastest growing tobacco products among kids.
o Sold in over 250 kid-friendly flavors such as Grape and Banana Smash. 

o Sold in two-for-one 99 cent packages designed to be affordable for kids.  

● Excluding some products will simply provide the opportunity to direct sales and 
marketing efforts to drive kids to those flavored tobacco products that remain 
on the market.  



Changes to Include All Flavored Tobacco Products 
Edit #1



Changes to Include All Flavored Tobacco Products 
Edit #2



Changes to Include All Flavored Tobacco Products 
Edit #3



Changes to Include All Flavored Tobacco Products 
Edit #4



City Staff: Suggested Changes



Reducing Enforcement Burden on Police

Administration and enforcement of proposed ordinance to 
be shared among city agencies. 



Discussion
& 

Questions



Examine Presentations for Next 
HSCS Council Committee Meeting

Item 4B1



Announcements
Item 4C1



Next Meeting Date: 

To Be Determined

Item 5
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