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Preface

* Innovation Hub Initiative approved
by Tempe City Council on March 1,
2018

« Part of an economic development
initiative to enhance key
employment corridors

* Promotes new investment, job
creation, and placemaking

« Attracts and retains a quality
workforce

« Eight hubs were identified



About the Guidelines

» Policy-level advisory document that provides design
and development principles and strategies without
prescribing any regulatory requirements

 Promote the transformation from existing light
industrial character to energetic innovative mixed-
use ecosystem

 Maintaining and building upon the unique character
of each hub/district

* Not about displacing existing businesses but still
encouraging new uses that are complementary

 Making sure we are always incorporating,
communicating, and celebrating existing and future
successes in the hubs/districts

* These guidelines incorporate short-term and long-
term opportunities, goals, strategies, and solutions



Smith Innovation Hub Existing Character

* Most of the existing buildings were
constructed between 1950 and 1970

e Area was known for its industrial uses

 Today mainly light industrial uses:

* High-tech manufacturing

e Construction
Transportation/distribution
Consumer (primarily auto-related)
Advanced business
Retail services

* Proximity to highways, airport,
streetcar

e Proximity to ASU

 Residential to the south



Smith Innovation Hub Goals and Opportunities

* Recycling/upcycling from light
Industrial by-products to art

* Bringing vibrancy and activating
otherwise unusable spaces

* Leverage opportunities for synergies
with local artisans/fabricators,
transportation masterplans, and
sustainability initiatives

* Creating visibility and awareness for
artisans and fabricators



Catalytic Strategies

Harness public and private investments

Create business community associations

Create pilot demonstration projects

Storytelling and communication of pilot project successes and opportunities



Table of Contents

-Enhance and amplify the latent potential of the existing

properties within the Hub
-Emphasize authentic grassroots efforts

-Many of the elements within the document achieve more than

one thing

-Prioritize innovation and creativity as opposed to spending a lot

of money
-These guidelines will reference prior policy documents etc

-Some of these chapters will be unique to the hubs while some

can apply to many

-To be treated as a living document to address short-term and

long-term district transformation



Sustainabillity Guidelines

Goals

« Align with Tempe’s Climate Action Plan,
Urban Forestry Program, and 20 Minute
City Program

« Walkability and transportation options

 Maintain existing buildings and
iIndustrial character

e Improve existing infrastructure

* Leverage existing assets and by-
products



Mixed-Use Guidelines

Goals

« Augment area character

Align with Tempe’s General Plan

Innovation, community, and vibrancy

Authentic grassroots efforts

Synergetic opportunities

Walkability and transportation options
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Activating Public and Private Spaces Guidelines
Goals

 Meaningful spaces
« Enhanced pedestrian experience

* Innovation, community, and vibrancy
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Art Integration Guidelines

Goals

* Drive economic development and
animate hub through art and role of
artists

« Reinforce the Tempe Arts and Culture
Plan

* Innovation, community, and vibrancy
e Increase equity and inclusion
 Develop authentic process to attract

visual artists, performing artists, makers,
fabricators
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Building Design Guidelines

Goals

« Align with Tempe Climate Action Plan
 Infill and intensification of sites

 Maintain existing buildings and
iIndustrial character

* Increase equity and inclusion
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Gateways & Signage Guidelines

Goals

 Help connect and create district
identity

e Express unigue character/ branding of
the district

« Communicate district’s aesthetic
aspiration

* Increase equity and inclusion
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Multimodal Transportation & Pedestrian Guidelines
Goals

« Align with Tempe’s Climate Action
Plan, Transportation Master Plan, Bikelt
Program, and 20 Minute City Program

Support mixed-use programming

Increase equity and inclusion

Walkability and transportation options

Community-building and placemaking
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Project information available at: tempe.gov/smithhub
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