
CITY OF TEMPE HOUSING AUTHORITY 
HOUSING ASSISTANCE  HQS CERTIFICATION 

 
ADDRESS OF UNIT: _   

 
 

HUD's performance and acceptability standards for HCV-assisted housing are provided in 24 CFR 
982.401. HUD requires the PHA to define failing HQS conditions, define those considered to be life-
threatening conditions and to notify the owner or the family (whichever is responsible) of the 
corrections required.  Tempe City Code, Chapter 21, Article II, Rental Housing Code, establishes base 
standards for rental housing in the City so as to prevent or correct blighted conditions and protect the 
health, safety and welfare of the community. 
 
HOUSING QUALITY STANDARDS 24 CFR 982.401 

The bathroom must be located in a separate private room and have a flush toilet in proper operating 
condition. 
The dwelling unit must have a fixed basin in proper operating condition, with a sink trap and hot and 
cold running water. 
The dwelling unit must have a shower or a tub in proper operating condition with hot and cold 
running water. 
The facilities must utilize an approvable public or private disposal system (including a locally 
Approvable septic system) 
The dwelling unit must have suitable space and equipment to store, prepare, and serve foods in a 
sanitary manner. 
There must be adequate facilities and services for the sanitary disposal of food wastes and refuse, 
including facilities for temporary storage where necessary (e.g., garbage cans). 
The dwelling unit must have an oven, and a stove or range, and a refrigerator of appropriate size for 
the family. All of the equipment must be in proper operating condition. The equipment may be 
supplied by either the owner or the family. A microwave oven may be substituted for a tenant-
supplied oven and stove or range. A microwave oven may be substituted for an owner-supplied oven 
and stove or range if the tenant agrees and microwave ovens are furnished instead of an oven and 
stove or range to both subsidized and unsubsidized tenants in the building or premises 
The dwelling unit must have a kitchen sink in proper operating condition, with a sink trap and hot and 
cold running water. The sink must drain into an approvable public or private system. 
The dwelling unit must have space for the storage, preparation, and serving of food 
There must be facilities and services for the sanitary disposal of food waste and refuse, including 
temporary storage facilities where necessary (e.g., garbage cans) 
At a minimum, the dwelling unit must have a living room, a kitchen area, and a bathroom 
The dwelling unit must have at least one bedroom or living/sleeping room for each two persons.  
Dwelling unit windows that are accessible from the outside, such as basement, first floor, and fire 
escape windows, must be lockable (such as window units with sash pins or sash locks, and 
combination windows with latches). Windows that are nailed shut are acceptable only if these 
windows are not needed for ventilation or as an alternate exit in case of fire 
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 The exterior doors of the dwelling unit must be lockable. Exterior doors are doors by which someone 
can enter or exit the dwelling unit 
There must be a safe system for heating the dwelling unit (and a safe cooling system, where present). 
The system must be in proper operating condition. The system must be able to provide adequate heat 
(and cooling, if applicable), either directly or indirectly, to each room, in order to assure a healthy 
living environment appropriate to the climate 
The dwelling unit must not contain unvented room heaters that burn gas, oil, or kerosene. Electric 
heaters are acceptable. 
There must be at least one window in the living room and in each sleeping room 
The kitchen area and the bathroom must have a permanent ceiling or wall light fixture in proper 
operating condition. The kitchen area must also have at least one electrical outlet in proper 
operating condition. 
The living room and each bedroom must have at least two electrical outlets in proper operating 
condition. Permanent overhead or wall-mounted light fixtures may count as one of the required 
electrical outlets. 
Ceilings, walls, and floors must not have any serious defects such as severe bulging or leaning, 
large holes, loose surface materials, severe buckling, missing parts, or other serious damage. 
The roof must be structurally sound and weathertight 
The exterior wall structure and surface must not have any serious defects such as serious leaning, 
buckling, sagging, large holes, or defects that may result in air infiltration or vermin infestation 
The condition and equipment of interior and exterior stairs, halls, porches, walkways, 
etc., must not present a danger of tripping and falling. For example, broken or missing steps or 
loose boards are unacceptable 
Elevators must be working and safe 
The dwelling unit must be served by an approvable public or private water supply that is sanitary 
and free from contamination 
The site and neighborhood may not be subject to serious adverse environmental conditions, 
natural or manmade, such as dangerous walks or steps; instability; flooding, poor drainage, septic 
tank back-ups or sewage hazards; mudslides; abnormal air pollution, smoke or dust; excessive 
noise, vibration or vehicular traffic; excessive accumulations of trash; vermin or rodent infestation; 
or fire hazards 
The dwelling unit and its equipment must be free of vermin and rodent infestation 

 
List any conditions that do not apply to this unit in the box below or enter N/A if none exist. 

 

 
 

By signing this document, you are certifying that the unit complies with the conditions listed above 
or any exceptions have been listed in the preceding box. 
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8-I.C. LIFE-THREATENING CONDITIONS [24 CFR 982.404(A)] 

 
The following are considered life-threatening conditions: 

 

Any condition that jeopardizes the security of the unit 
Major plumbing leaks or flooding, waterlogged ceiling or floor in imminent danger of falling 
Natural or LP gas or fuel oil leaks 
A fuel storage vessel, fluid line, valve, or connection that supplies fuel to a HVAC unit is leaking or a 
strong odor is detected with potential for explosion or fire or that results in a health risk if inhaled 
Any electrical problem or condition that could result in shock or fire 
A light fixture is readily accessible, is not securely mounted to the ceiling or wall, and electrical 
connections or wires are exposed 
A light fixture is hanging by its wires 
A light fixture has a missing or broken bulb, and the open socket is readily accessible to the tenant 
during the day-to-day use of the unit 
A receptacle (outlet) or switch is missing or broken, and electrical connections or wires are exposed 
An open circuit breaker position is not appropriately blanked off in a panel board, main panel board, or 
other electrical box that contains circuit breakers or fuses 
A cover is missing from any electrical device box, panel box, switch gear box, control panel, etc., and 
there are exposed electrical connections 
Any nicks, abrasions, or fraying of the insulation that exposes conducting wire 
Exposed bare wires or electrical connections 
Any condition that results in openings in electrical panels or electrical control device enclosures 
Water leaking or ponding near any electrical device 
Any condition that poses a serious risk of electrocution or fire and poses an immediate life-threatening 
condition 
Absence of heating capable of safely heating all habitable rooms, bathrooms and flush toilet rooms 
located therein to a temperature of at least seventy degrees (70º) Fahrenheit at a distance three (3) feet 
above floor level in the center of the room 
Absence of cooling systems capable of safely cooling all habitable rooms, bathrooms and flush toilet 
rooms located therein to a temperature no greater than eighty-eight degrees (88º) Fahrenheit, if cooled 
by evaporative cooling, or eighty-two degrees (82º) Fahrenheit, if cooled by air conditioning. 
Temperature measurements shall be taken at a distance three (3) feet above floor level in the center of 
the room 
Utilities not in service, including no running hot water 
Conditions that present the imminent possibility of injury 
Obstacles that prevent safe entrance or exit from the unit 
Any components that affect the function of the fire escape are missing or damaged 
Stored items or other barriers restrict or prevent the use of the fire escape in the event of an 
emergency 

The building’s emergency exit is blocked or impeded, thus limiting the ability of occupants to exit in a 
fire or other emergency 
Absence of a functioning toilet in the unit 



Inoperable or missing smoke detectors 
Missing or inoperable carbon monoxide detector 
Missing, damaged, discharged, overcharged, or expired fire extinguisher (where required) 
Gas/oil-fired water heater or heating, ventilation, or cooling system with missing, damaged, improper, 
or misaligned chimney venting 
The chimney or venting system on a fuel-fired water heater is misaligned, negatively pitched, or 
damaged, which may cause improper or dangerous venting or gases 
A gas dryer vent is missing, damaged, or is visually determined to be inoperable, or the dryer exhaust is 
not vented to the outside 
A fuel-fired space heater is not properly vented or lacks available combustion air 
A non-vented space heater is present 
Safety devices on a fuel-fired space heater are missing or damaged 
The chimney or venting system on a fuel-fired heating, ventilation, or cooling system is misaligned, 
negatively pitched, or damaged, which may cause improper or dangerous venting of gas 
Deteriorating paint as defined at 24 CFR 35.110 in a unit built before 1978 that is to be occupied by a 
family with a child under six years of age 

 
 

List any life-threating conditions that exist in the unit in the box below or enter N/A if none exist. 
 

 
 

By signing this document, you are certifying that no life-threatening conditions exist in the unit listed 
above or any exceptions have been listed in the preceding box. 

 

Print or Type Name of Owner/Owner Representative Print or Type Name of Household Head 

Owner/Owner Representative Signature Head of Household Signature 

Business Address Present Address 

Telephone Number Date (mm/dd/yyyy) Telephone Number Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

 


