
Maryanne Corder Neighborhood Grant Application 
Due Monday, April 27, 2020 at 5 pm - late or incomplete applications will not be accepted. 
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Jennyfer Stratman 
 

Maryanne Corder Neighborhood Grant: S. Dorsey Lane at E. Lemon St 

Artist: Jennyfer Stratman 

 

The proposed piece “Connection Points” is a figurative steel, lattice-like structure with 
dimensions approximately 7.5 feet high, 7 feet wide and 4 feet deep.  

The figure represents humanity’s connection with the greater cosmos. The figure’s interior 
suggests a molecular structure or planets and stars interconnected throughout the cosmos. 
The piece pays homage to the late 1950’s when the University Heights community was 
established. During this time NASA was created and the wonders of space exploration 
captured the publics’ imagination. These themes are site sensitive and reflect the 
community’s engagement in the design process. The use of color and height makes the work 
highly visible. This encourages the local community to acknowledge and interact with the 
piece.  

The use of fabricated steel materials ensures long term durability to withstand the extremes 
of the Sonoran Desert climate. The openness of the lattice design provides a range of 
functional benefits including: larger openings at the bottom of the piece preventing 
collection of debris, transparency of the structure which discourages loitering and an 
absence of a flat surface which decreases the risk of graffiti or other vandalism.  

 

 

Artist impression  



Jennyfer Stratman 
 

 

 

 

Artist impression (detail image) 

 



Hello Gary and Charles, 
 
Thank you for your interest in my art and for considering me as a possible artist to 
work with the University Heights Neighborhood to beautify your neighborhood with 
public art.  
 
After thinking about this, I have come up with an initial proposal. But I would like to 
emphasize that my ideas are very preliminary and if selected I would hope to meet 
with members of the neighborhood to hear their ideas and wishes for artwork.  
 
With that in mind, I have come up with an idea for a freestanding sculpture that 
would reference a semaphore, or way finding sculptural device, with artistic 
elements in handmade ceramic tile. My sketch (see the attachment) shows a metal 
pole containing multiple metal-framed panels that could hopefully swing around the 
pole to provide endless combinations of different views. Each panel would contain a 
handmade ceramic tile design. For the sketch, I drew colorful quilt patterns, but I 
think the exact patterns might reflect something from the neighborhood. I often use 
quilt patterns as a basis for my designs and find limitless possibilities within them. 
Sometimes there is no reference to a quilt pattern by the end of a project, whereas 
other times the quilt pattern is quite evident. The exact color scheme and design for 
these panels could be determined with more input from the neighborhood. When 
using metal frames and structural components in the past, I have contracted that 
work out and also had the metal fabricator install the artwork in place after I have 
done the tile work. This allows me to do all of the artwork in my studio on a 
horizontal surface and in a controlled environment, rather than working vertical 
and in the heat or outdoor elements. Below is a very rough budget outlining the 
expenses as I see them now. 
 
 
Proposed Budget: 
 
30 square feet of handmade tile @$350/sq. ft.    $10,500 
 This includes design fees, neighborhood meetings, 
 materials, fabrication, artist fees, insurance, studio costs 
  
 This would allow for 6-7 double sided 18x18” panels 
 My sketch shows 5, but 1-2 more panels could be added 
 Some levels would have 2 panels 
 
 
Metal frame fabrication and installation *      $4,500 
 
 
TOTAL        $15,000 
 
 



*I have not had time to get an actual quote on the price of the metal structural 
element, metal frames, and installation. But as the design evolves with the 
neighborhood I can firm this up. If the price I estimated above were too high, I could 
increase the amount of tile work I can do. If the metal fabrication price were too low, 
I would have to do less tile or change the design somewhat. Possibly, the metal 
panels would have to be fixed in place to fit within the budget.  
 
 
Please let me know if you have any further questions about this proposal. Also, 
please remember that this design is very fluid at this point and I would be happy to 
alter it in anyway that is needed. If you like the past work that I have done, I would 
ask that you review that work by viewing my blog and website. If you see something 
you specifically like it could definitely be incorporated into the work for your 
neighborhood. I hope to be hearing from you and working with you in the future. 
 
Heidi Dauphin 
602-614-6809 
hdauphin21@yahoo.com 
www.heididauphin.blogspot.com 
www.heididauphin.com 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hdauphin21@yahoo.com
http://www.heididauphin.blogspot.com/
http://www.heididauphin.com/


Nicolas Rascona 
 

 
nicolasrascona@gmail.com

Maryanne Corder Neighborhood 
Grant

Dear Maryanne Corder neighborhood, 

I have extensive experience in both 2d and 3d processes including, drawing, painting, wood carving, metal 
fabrication, and 2d/3d digital design. I have designed and produced sculptures out of wood and metal to 
meet dimensional requirements in the past using a combination of 3d design with Rhinoceros 3D, milling 
and or plasma cutting services utilizing industrial cnc machines, as well as professional fabrication 
techniques.

Narrative:

I’d like to fabricate a piece inspired by some of the most iconic sculptural plants prevalent within the area- 
agave. This piece would be informed by agave plants but ultimately a unique abstraction of the plant 
embodying curves like cul-de-sacs and  emphasized yellow edges relating to the lines in the road. I’d like 
to capture elements of the organic nature of the plant but also of the composed nature with witch we 
construct roads, buildings and suburban landscapes. I’d like to include lights emanating from the end of 
the overarching form (subtly referencing a streetlight) to turn on at night, and recharge during the day 
using a solar panel; these elements would reference sustainable energy and give the piece a unique 
environment created by color changing led lights at night. I imagine an object such as this could make an 
impact on the surrounding community through beauty, color, and it’s curious nature of juxtaposed forms. 

I believe my skill set and background combined with my devotion to creating idea-driven artworks render 
me an exceptional candidate for this opportunity. I thank you for taking the time to review my 
submission for the Maryanne Corder Neighborhood Grant and I welcome any questions or comments 
you may have about my Narrative.

Thanks again, I look forward to hearing back from you. 

Sincerely, 

Nicolas Rascona 

I am a Tempe- based artist writing to express my interest and professional qualifications for the  
opportunity to create a freestanding work of art for the Maryanne Corder neighborhood. In 2016 I 
received my BFA with a focus in painting, and have maintained a disciplined studio practice involving 
sculpture and painting over the last three years. During this time I have created public and private 
sculptures as well as murals in Tempe, and Phoenix. Recently, I sold a 5 foot-tall interactive sculpture into 
the permanent collection at SRP's Hertiage Center, and I am currently working on a 6 ft steel sculpture 
involving a solar panel and led lights to be installed in downtown Chandler as part of In Flux- a annual 
public art initiative. 



Concept Image



University Heights 

Neighborhood Association 
Two Neighborhood Grant Project Meetings ! 

Meeting #1: Monday, Jan. 27, from 7 to 8 p.m. 
 

Meeting #2: Monday, Feb. 17 from 7 to 8 p.m. 
 

*Both meetings are at Knights of Pythias Lodge, 1606 
E. Apache Blvd. 
 

We will be having meetings to discuss applying for a 
Maryanne Corder Neighborhood Grant from the City of 
Tempe.  Current project ideas include the possibility of art 
and signage at neighborhood entry points.  Your ideas are 
welcome. 

Thanks, 

At Meeting #1, we will discuss ideas and select one with 
which to move forward.  At Meeting #2, we will refine the 
chosen concept further. 

Please come with your thoughts and ideas.  Hope to see you 
at the meetings! 

Chuck Buss, University Heights Chair  
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	Short project description: An artwork that will add character and identity to a major pedestrian/bicycle entry point and Orbit bus stop waiting area. Artist, Jennyfer Stratman will design and fabricate a figurative metal sculptural artwork that reflects humanity and 1950s design elements reminiscent of the era when the University Heights houses were built.
	Maintenance: Maintenance for the project should be minimal because of the durable materials being used. The project will be a free-standing lattice-like metal structure on a concrete base. The openness of the structure will allow for easy cleaning and prevent graffiti. Its transparency will allow for easy police surveillance. The artwork will have wider openings near the base so that litter can easily be retrieved. We understand that the City will not be able to keep up with routine clean up in and around the artwork.  We are a very active group of neighbors that take pride in our neighborhood.  We maintain our current art-embellished stand pipes by trimming overgrown weeds and grass as well as picking up litter near them.  We will do the same for this artwork if it gets funded.
	Name of Association: University Heights Neighborhood Association
	Households: 226
	Project Name:  Neighborhood Entryway Artwork
	Address: 1300 E. Lemon St.
	$: see attached budget
	undefined_5: XXXX
	undefined_6: 
	undefined_7: 
	undefined_8: 
	undefined_9: 
	undefined_10: X
	undefined_11: 
	undefined_12: 
	undefined_13: 
	undefined_14: x
	Other: Eric Iwerson/Transportation, Megan Erwin, Yulonda Moor 
	Narrative: University Heights Neighborhood Association is applying for a Maryanne Corder Neighborhood grant of $15,000. The grant will be used to hire an artist to design, fabricate and install a free-standing sculptural artwork at a major pedestrian/bicycle entry point to our neighborhood. The primary goal of the project is to add identity and a sense of warmth to our neighborhood. As an entry piece it will reflect the character of our neighborhood and continue City enhancements.   
The artwork will be in a City owned and landscaped open area on the east side of Dorsey Lane at the intersection of Lemon Street. The intersection is a dead-end for westbound vehicles on Lemon Street and is a neighborhood entry point at Dorsey for pedestrians and bicyclists traveling east. The location is on a Tempe bike route and is also an Orbit Circulator bus stop waiting area. The high volume of pedestrians, bicyclists and cars makes the artwork accessible to all members of the community.
While the proposal does not directly promote water and/or energy conservation, we do anticipate this project will increase enjoyment of the clean-energy transportation choices of walking, biking, and taking the Orbit Tempe bus. 
The project will greatly enhance the aesthetics of the neighborhood. University Heights is an historic neighborhood comprised of mainly single-family ranch-style homes built in the 1950s. The artwork will pay homage to the neighborhood’s beginnings by incorporating atomic age design elements that hearken back to roadside Americana and nearby Apache Boulevard in the 1950s/60s. 
Residents of the neighborhood were engaged in the planning and development of the project. Neighbors were invited to three meetings with City of Tempe postcards and Nextdoor website postings on January 27, February 17 and March 11 to discuss possible grant projects. At the first meeting, a consensus vote determined to apply for an art project entry piece. At the second meeting, neighborhood members discussed and determined the location for the artwork. Eight artists from the City of Tempe approved artist list were contacted to solicit ideas and interest in the project – three artists responded with concepts and a $15,000 budget. At the third neighborhood meeting, artists Nicholas Rascona, Heidi Dauphin and Jennyfer Stratman met at the site to present their ideas and concepts. 
Responses from neighbors regarding their artist preference were solicited through email and visits. A fourth neighborhood meeting was held to discuss and debate the three artists’ concepts. The neighbors came to consensus and chose to move forward with Jennyfer Stratman for her figurative sculpture that reflects humanity, 1950s imagery and use of durable materials. 
Current artwork in the University Heights neighborhood includes artist-enhanced standpipes embellished with ceramic mosaic. They visually chronicle the history of the area from desert to farm to 1950s homes and neighborhood. This new project will compliment and continue the historical reference of the 1950s and the development of the neighborhood during that time.
We understand that the artist’s proposal is a concept and will change and be finalized after being reviewed by various City departments and their suggestions are implemented. The project artist, Jennyfer Stratman, has successfully completed other public and private art projects. She is familiar with the grant process and is willing to adapt her proposal to satisfy all City departments’ recommendations and neighborhood input. Stratman will complete it for the budgeted amount of $15,000 which includes artist fee, material, fabrication, engineering and permits.
University Heights Neighborhood Association has a strong sense of community with many long-term residents. Many of the residents enjoy the fact that our houses were built in the 1950s and the nostalgia and optimism that the era represents. We are excited to continue enhancing our neighborhood by adding a retro-styled artwork reinforcing a sense of identity and commitment to our neighborhood.



