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This grant request is for converting an unsafe, barren, and dusty dirt space along Meadow Dr. into a vibrant rain and 

art garden that provides a habitat for birds, butterflies, pollinators, and other wildlife.  The pollinator rain garden will 

include low water and low maintenance native/adapted plants and trees.  Shallow basins in the garden will direct 

rainwater into the planted areas, which will provide water needed to sustain the plants once they mature.  Artwork 

such as mosaics, stamped/stained concrete, and/or other media will be included to enhance seating areas(s) within 

the garden (which will support ADA).  Recycled materials and/or sustainable concepts will be used in/for the artwork 

where possible. 

This unique space will be built by the community during educational workshops lead by Watershed Management 

Group (a non-profit rainwater/landscape co-op group) and artist, Rebecca Ross.   Neighbors and school 

students/teachers will have the opportunity to participate in hands-on educational workshops to learn about 

concepts such as low-water-use plants/trees, rain water re-use, irrigation, property grading, mosaic design, 

stamped/stained concrete, artistic benches, recycling materials to create artwork, and other topics; the 

collaboration during these workshops will produce the beautiful landscaped native habitat with artwork described in 

the above (all the hard work such as digging will be done in advance).  

 

 

  

Rain & Art Garden  

Alameda Meadows NA --&-- McClintock NA 466 

1974 E. Meadow Dr. 85282 
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See Appendix D for Bid Proposals/Quotes 

 

Note 1:  we will be attempting to reduce costs through various methods such as seeking landscape material donations, eliminating need 

to dump excavated dirt (via re-use), etc.; if we are able to reduce costs, then we plan to shift the savings to allow a larger artwork budget.  

Likewise, if an unexpected construction discovery is made during the construction implementation (e.g., plumbing water lines), then we 

may shift budget from item 2 to item 8.  Thus the exact budget for artwork implementation (item 2) will be finalized last.   

Note 2:  a concrete pathway/seating area is planned and budgeted (item 7); after further artist collaboration, the artist may choose to use 

recycled materials to build it instead; in that case, budget item 7 may be eliminated (and amount shifted to artwork budget) 

Note 3:  if project is under budget on construction then remaining monies will be used for additional artwork or to add lighting in the area 

This project is on Tempe school district property.  The location of this project is where the previously fenced Curry 

Elementary School bike rack used to be (removed approximately two months ago); bike rack already relocated.  

Permission from the school district was obtained (approval shown in Appendix C).  The neighborhood met at the 

project site with Christine Busch (Tempe School Superintendent), Nick McGee (Curry School Assistant Principal), 

Steve Pomroy (Tempe Schools Facilities Management Director), Dave Farmer (Tempe Schools Facilities), and the non-

profit Watershed Management Group.  Formal school district approval to apply for this neighborhood grant was 

provided on March 21, 2018 at the Tempe School District Board meeting. 

Maintenance was specifically discussed at our on-site meeting with the school district superintendent, facilities, and 

Curry school assistant principal.  The school district already maintains this space.  There is very little maintenance 

involved in the project.   It is a very small space and the plants are low maintenance.  The school district facilities 

department has committed to maintaining it. (Note that this same information regarding maintenance was part of 

the package that the school board approved.) 
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See Project Description, Section 1 for overview of the project.  Appendix A provides the project site details and landscaping plan 

(and includes plan review comments along with corrections).  Appendix B provides a pictorial of the existing project space.  

Implementation of the project will accomplish the following: 

❖ Environmental Benefits:  There are several environmental benefits that this project will provide: 

➢ Trees will provide shade for community members using the space and will reduce heat in general (consistent with the 

Tempe Urban Forestry plan to increase tree coverage).   

➢ Native/adapted plants and trees will be used; these are low water use/low maintenance and will attract butterflies, 

pollinators, birds, etc. (the space will become a habitat).  Once plants and trees mature, then the shallow basins will 

collect enough rainwater to provide needed water (irrigation only necessary until plants mature) 

➢ A solar irrigation timer will be used 

➢ Compost (delivered free) from the Tempe compost yard will be used as ground surface cover 

➢ Where possible, recycled and/or sustainable products will be designed into the artwork 

❖ !!- Neighborhood Aesthetics:   We want to emphasize that the current space is very unattractive (the existing space is a 

barren and dusty dirt area).  The rain and art garden will enhance the aesthetics of the neighborhood; it will provide a 

beautiful space with plants, trees, benches, and public art  

❖ Accessibility:  The proposed rain and art garden will be accessible to all members of the community.  It will include benches 

for residents, teachers, and school children to rest and enjoy nature.  There will be an ADA walkway and pad (under the 

benches) to allow wheelchair access.  This area is currently a highly used cut-through for people walking in the community.   

❖ !!- Health and Safety:  We want to emphasize that the improvements made for this project are very important because the 

area is currently a safety hazard; it is really an essential project:   

➢ Currently vehicles using the alley may run into the existing sign or go over a hard curb.   This project adds a natural 

border along the alley to force vehicles to proceed onto the correct route.    

➢ The project landscaping will reduce dust; this area is currently subject to frequent mini dust devils when it is windy. 

❖ Addresses Known Deficiencies:  Health and safety deficiencies were described above.  The rain and art garden project will 

beautify a currently unattractive area.  The current space is unusable and is a neighborhood eyesore. 

❖ Complements other projects:  This project will complement the eventual Country Club Way Project.  It is just ¼ mile from the 

proposed path.  The rain and art garden could be a destination on that route.  

-- Continued 
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❖ Maintenance:  See Maintenance, Section 3 of the grant application 

❖ Community Engagement:   This is a highly participatory project.  This unique space will be built by the community during 

educational workshops lead by rainwater/landscape and artist professionals.   The collaboration during these workshops will 

produce the beautiful landscaped native habitat with artwork described above (all the hard work such as digging will be done 

in advance): 

➢ Neighbors and school students/teachers will have the opportunity to participate in hands-on educational workshops led 

by the non-profit Watershed Management Group to learn about concepts such as low-water-use plants/trees, rain water 

re-use, irrigation, property grading, etc. (planting of the landscape is also done during the workshops).   The Watershed 

Management Group will allow their co-op members to sign-up for the workshop to install the plants (typically fill up); 

however, nearby neighborhood associations/schools will get first priority. 

➢ The selected artist, Rebecca Ross will lead workshops with the community to determine the name, theme, 

media/materials, and design for the rain and art garden; additional artist lead workshops will then be conducted with 

the community to install the public art.   The community will have the opportunity to install and learn about art such as 

mosaics, stamped/stained concrete, artistic benches, recycling materials to create artwork, and other topics; recycled or 

sustainable products will be used where possible so that the community learns about re-using items for artwork (while 

producing artwork at less cost and with items that might have been thrown away).  For example, including bike parts in 

mosaics or metalwork, repurposing used block, using cisterns to collect rainwater, etc.).   

❖ Benefits:  This will benefit a significant number of residents and Curry School students/teachers: 

➢ Community members will have a peaceful and nice space to rest and relax while enjoying nature 

➢ Teachers may use this area for student studies of native plants and wildlife species 

➢ There is an opportunity for hands-on learning during art and landscape installation (as described above) 

➢ The project will beautify the neighborhood 

❖ Artist Selection:  Requests for bid were sent to several artists listed in the 2018 Pre-Qualified Public Artists brochure.  Three 

artists responded and provided bid proposals (See Appendix D).  The neighborhood voted on final artist selection at our 

meeting on April 21, 2018 (see Appendix E); Rebecca Ross was selected. 

❖ Community Development Submittal:  The project was submitted to Community Development for preliminary review on April 

9th, 2018:   

➢ Comments (in Red) were received back and are included as part of Appendix A.    

➢ The materials are marked (in Blue) to show our compliance notes/information 

➢ We will resubmit the project to Community Development with formally updated drawings for a second review after 

funding has been awarded.  Note that: 

▪ None of the items identified via the Community Development Review will impact the overall project cost 

▪ Watershed Management Group provided design services for free (ahead of funding) to create our professional 

drawings (which facilitated cost estimating for this project); they are a non-profit group so would prefer to wait until 

funding confirmation to have them formally update drawings.  (None of the landscape projects that were awarded 

in the previous last two years grant awards show this level of detail)  

▪ Our neighborhood team has already spent approximately 200 hours working to develop this project and to solicit 

contractor/artist bids; the project is important to us. 

▪ The school district has spent some time on our project so that we could get to this point     

The location of this project is where the previously fenced (but unused) Curry Elementary School bike rack used to be (removed 

approximately two months ago); the new bike rack was relocated within the Curry fenced area years ago.  This project is on 

Tempe school district property; permission from the school district was obtained (see Appendix C).   

Bids and other contractor information are provided in Appendix D.   

Neighborhood meetings and coordination are in Appendix E.  The neighborhood had discussions regarding this project and voted 

for this at the February 24, 2018 meeting.  An additional drop-in meeting that was held on April 21 validated support for this 

project.  The neighborhood is extremely supportive of the Rain and Art Garden project. 
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Appendix A:  Project Site Details and Landscape Plan 



A l a m e d a  M e a d o w s  N A :   R a i n  &  A r t  G a r d e n    P a g e  | 10 

 
  

Appendix A:  Project Site Details and Landscape Plan 

Additional Comments from Gregg Kent 
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Appendix A:  Project Site Details and Landscape Plan 

Artwork on alley 

block wall.  No 

artwork will be done 

on block wall without 

owner permission 

New bike rack already in use 

for several years.  See picture 

2 benches 

Material will be concrete 

See plant list included 

at end of this Appendix 
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 Appendix A:  Project Site Details and Landscape Plan 
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Appendix A:  Project Site Details and Landscape Plan 

See plant list included at 

end of this Appendix 

Mulch (Tempe Compost Yard) 

Using Mulch 

(not Granite) 

 

(   

See plant list 

See plant list 

See plant list 

See plant list 

See plant list 

Will only be 2 

benches; both 

artist designed 

 

(   

No fence; already 

been removed 

 

(   

Tree might be unlikely 

due to waterline at 

right of way/sidewalk; 

also low light pole so 

might interfere with 

lighting 

 

(   

  = Reduce size of these plants to “small” to meet Clear Vision and Line of Sight requirements 

(   

               = At least 6’ 

(   
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Appendix A:  Project Site Details and Landscape Plan 

Plant List 

(Subject to School District Approval) 
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 Appendix B:  Existing Conditions 

Project space before the chain link 

fence (bike rack area) was removed 

Note light post locations 
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Current space (no longer a chain link fence barrier) 

Note alley entrance at the front of this picture (with the extra concrete slab) 

Appendix B: Existing Conditions 
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Appendix B: Existing Conditions 
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Appendix B: Existing Conditions 
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Appendix B: Existing Conditions 

Safety hazard for vehicles:  “no parking” sign and yellow curb 

are not highly visible (especially coming from Selleh Park). 

Frequent mini dust devils in this 

area (nothing blocks the wind) 
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Appendix B: Existing Conditions 
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Appendix B: Existing Conditions 
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Appendix B: Existing Conditions 

New Relocated Curry Bike Rack inside school 

gates (been there for several years) 
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Appendix C:  Tempe School Board Approval 
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In preparation for our neighborhood grant application, we asked for bids from 36 contractors and artists (see spreadsheet 

list on next page).  The majority were school preferred/recommended commercial contractors (and thus are reliable).  All 

are commercially licensed with the ROC.  Some bids are for materials such as boulders, so we went to a retail store to 

obtain the quote.  We received 15 bids back including 3 artists.  Other than plumbing, the contracted work for each 

specialty is less than $5000.  We have adequate bids to justify the project pricing.  Contractors highlighted in yellow have 

provided a bid; those highlighted in white have indicated that they still intend to bid (but will not meet the grant proposal 

deadline).   

As mentioned, we will continue to work on reducing contracting costs so that we may dedicate more to the artwork 

budget; the selected artist, Rebecca Ross has provided a list of services specific to this project that she can provide at 

different price points from $2000 up to $15000.   

We requested bids from electricians to provide lighting, but will not include those in the project budget at this time; the 

main purpose was to explore electrical options for the irrigation system and lighting possibilities/costs for that area:   

• Electricity for the site is not critical for the irrigation system since solar powered systems are available (and are 

less costly than bringing power into the area).   

• Lighting is not currently part of the specified plan; some lighting for the area is already provided by a nearby street 

light and school parking lot lights.  It would be nice to have more lighting but it is not necessary 

We have been on the phone with contractors constantly for the past 4 weeks and have met many at the site.  Note that 

seeking bids has taken us over 95 hours over the last 4 weeks.  

 

 

 

  

Appendix D:  Bid Proposals 
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Appendix D:  Bid Proposals 
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Appendix D: Bid Proposals  Artist:  Other 
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Appendix D:  Bid Proposals  Artist:  Rebecca Ross  
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Appendix D: Bid Proposals  Artist:  Charles Hilton 
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Appendix D: Bid Proposals  Artist:  Joan Baron 
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Watershed Management Group (a non-profit) provides a unique service to provide educational community hands-on 

workshops to plant the landscape materials; no other organization or contractor was found that provides that service.   

 

 

 

 

Appendix D:  Bid Proposals  Landscape Design/Planting:  Watershed Management 

Group 
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Appendix D: Bid Proposals 

Includes Tax 

 Landscape Design/Planting:  Watershed Management 

Group 
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 Landscape Design/Planting/Irrigation, Excavation, Materials:  DECA Appendix D: Bid Proposals 

Original Quote   Rework Irrigation Quote   

Includes Tax 

Includes Tax 
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 Landscape Irrigation, Excavation:  William T. Jenkins 

Includes Tax 

Appendix D: Bid Proposals 
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 Concrete & Landscape Irrigation, Excavation:  Evergreen (ELS) Appendix D: Bid Proposals 
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Appendix D: Bid Proposals Landscape Excavation:  Imperial Excavating, LLC 

Includes Tax 
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Appendix D: Bid Proposals Concrete:  Zaxis Contracting LLC 
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Appendix D: Bid Proposals Plumber:  PM Plumbing 
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Appendix D: Bid Proposals Plumber:  Sunstate Mechanical 
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Appendix D: Bid Proposals Plumber:  RKS 
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Appendix D: Bid Proposals Materials (Mulch):  City of Tempe Compost Yard 

FREE!!!  
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Appendix D: Bid Proposals Materials (Boulders):  Pioneer 
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Appendix E: Neighborhood Meetings & Coordination 
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Appendix E: Neighborhood Meetings & Coordination 
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Appendix E: Neighborhood Meetings & Coordination 
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Appendix E: Neighborhood Meetings & Coordination 
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Appendix E: Neighborhood Meetings & Coordination 
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Appendix E: Neighborhood Meetings & Coordination 
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Appendix E: Neighborhood Meetings & Coordination 

 




