
 

 

 
PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA 

 

 

Transportation Commission  

MEETING DATE MEETING LOCATION 
Tuesday, January 8, 2019 

7:30 a.m. 
 
 

Tempe Transportation Center, Don Cassano Room 
200 E. 5th Street, 2nd floor 

Tempe, Arizona 

AGENDA ITEM PRESENTER 
ACTION or 

INFORMATION 

1. Public Appearances 
The Transportation Commission welcomes public 
comment for items listed on this agenda. There is a 
three-minute time limit per citizen. 

Ryan Guzy,  
Commission Chair 

 

Information 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes   
The Commission will be asked to review and approve 
meeting minutes from the December 11, 2018 
meeting. 

Ryan Guzy,  
Commission Chair 

Action 

3. Commission Business 
The Commission will be asked to elect a chair and vice 
chair for 2019 as well as reach consensus on meeting 
date and time. 

Ryan Guzy,  
Commission Chair 

Action 

4. Roundabouts 
Staff will request direction on construction of the 
proposed roundabouts at College Avenue & McKellips 
Road and at Grove Parkway & Priest Drive.   

Julian Dresang,  
Public Works 

Action 

5. T Intersections 
Staff will make a presentation regarding the T 
Intersections in Tempe. 
 

Julian Dresang,  
Public Works 

Information and 
Possible Action 

6. Department & Regional Transportation Updates  
Staff will provide updates and current issues being 
discussed at regional transit agencies. 

Public Works Staff Information 

7. Future Agenda Items  
Commission may request future agenda items. 

Ryan Guzy, 
 Commission Chair 

Information and 
Possible Action 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Transportation Commission may only discuss matters listed on 
the agenda.  The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 
48 hours advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired 
persons. Please call 350-4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a 
public meeting.  



 
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Tempe Transportation Commission held on Tuesday, December 11, 2018, 7:30 a.m. at the 
Tempe Transportation Center, Don Cassano Community Room, 200 E. Fifth Street, Tempe, Arizona. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 
Susan Conklu (via phone)          
Jeremy Browning  
Kevin Olson 
Bonnie Gerepka 
Paul Hubbell  
David A. King   
John Kissinger  
         

Brian Fellows  
Lloyd Thomas (via phone)  
Charles Huellmantel (via phone)                                                         
Shana Ellis (via phone) 
Don Cassano 
Charles Redman    
 

 
(MEMBERS) Absent:           
Ryan Guzy (Chair)  Cyndi Streid  
   
City Staff Present: 
Sam Stevenson, Senior Planner  
Vanessa Spartan, Planner II 
Tony Belleau, Streetcar Manager 
Cara Nassar, Planning Intern 
Chase Walman, Planner II 
TaiAnna Yee, Public Information Officer 
Joe Clements, Transportation Financial Analyst 

Sue Taaffe, Public Works Supervisor 
Robert Yabes, Principal Planner 
Laura Kajfez, Neighborhood Services Specialist 
Eric Iwersen, Transit Manager 
Bonnie Richardson, Principal Planner 
Amanda Nelson, Public Information Officer 
 

 
Guests Present: 
John Federico   Cliff Anderson   
Kathy DeBoer   Deron Lozano 
JC Porter 
  
Commissioner Don Cassano called the meeting to order at 7:31 a.m. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances 
Cliff Anderson spoke about the importance of Vision Zero. He commented on the most recent collision between a 
bicyclist and motorist. He made several suggestions including creating a zero-tolerance zone for pedestrians, adding 
protected bike lanes, enforcing of traffic laws and adding colored bike lanes.  
 
Agenda Item 2 – Minutes 
Commissioner Cassano introduced the minutes of November 13, 2018 meeting of the Transportation Commission 
and asked for a motion. 
 

  

Minutes 
City of Tempe Meeting of the Transportation Commission  

December 11, 2018 
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Motion:  Commissioner Paul Hubbell  
Second:  Commissioner Brian Fellows 
 
Decision:  Approved by Commissioners: 
Susan Conklu (via phone)          
Jeremy Browning  
Kevin Olson 
Bonnie Gerepka 
Paul Hubbell  
David A. King   
John Kissinger  
         

Brian Fellows  
Lloyd Thomas (via phone)  
Charles Huellmantel (via phone)                                                         
Shana Ellis (via phone) 
Don Cassano 
Charles Redman    
 

 
Agenda Item 3 – Commission Business  
Commissioner Cassano acknowledged and thanked outgoing commissioners Olson, Huellmantel and Redman for 
their service. Commissioner Cassano’s term is also ending on Dec. 31. 

 
Agenda Item 4 – Transportation Market Research Survey 
Kathy DeBoer with WestGroup Research made a presentation about the findings of the 2018 transportation survey. 
Topics of the presentation included: 

• Methodology 

• Transit usage 

• Where and why people take transit 

• Bus and transit satisfaction 

• Areas for improvement for transit 

• Reasons for not using the transit system 

• Awareness of Tempe in Motion 

• Advertising impacts 

• Bicycle usage 

• Satisfaction of walking and bike facilities 

• Where and why people ride their bike 

• Areas for improvement for walking and bike facilities 

• GRID Bikeshare 

• Youth Transit Pass Program 

• Conclusions 
 
Discussion included how the report would be used and concerns about decreasing ridership and satisfaction of the 
system. Staff provided information regarding how the survey results assist with guiding budget direction. Consensus 
was not requested. 
 
Agenda Item 5 – Orbit System Including Saturn Route 
Sam Stevenson made a presentation about the Orbit system. Topics of the presentation included: 

• Background information 

• Ridership 

• Budget 

• Tempe Playlist: Saturn Session 

• Next steps 
o Monitor Saturn and other Orbit circulator routes 
o Improved data collection capabilities 
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o New Orbit vehicle testing 
o Downtown Tempe transit study & Streetcar integration 

• Autonomous vehicle partnerships 

• Next Orbit route 
 

Discussion included options for making the entire transit system free, addressing the 30-minute frequency of Orbit 
Saturn (and how it may be deterring ridership), fleet size and innovation opportunities on Saturn. Consensus was not 
requested. 

 
Agenda Item 6 – Free Area Local Shuttle (FLASH) Service 
Eric Iwersen made a brief presentation about the proposed changes to the Flash route. Proposed changes include 
routing (adding length and destinations), frequency (matching light rail frequency for most of year) and hours 
(shortening hours on Monday through Thursday to end at 10 p.m. rather than 1 a.m.).  
 
There was no discussion and consensus was not requested. 
 
Agenda Item 7 – Alameda Drive Streetscape Project 
Bonnie Richardson made a presentation about the Alameda Drive Streetscape Project. Topics of the presentation 
included: 

• Background information 

• Public input 

• Existing conditions 

• Cross section design concepts 

• I-10 at Alameda Drive overpass 

• Union Pacific Railroad connection 

• Budget 

• Next steps 
 
There was limited discussion about signage. Consensus was not requested. 
 
Agenda Item 8 – Transit Extension Study 
Deron Lozano with Valley Metro made a presentation about the status of the Tempe/Mesa feasibility study for future 
possible extensions of the Streetcar system. Topics of the presentation included: 

• Study purpose  

• Study area 

• Process and timeline 

• Related projects 

• Public input 
 
There was no discussion and consensus was not requested. 
 
Agenda Item 9 – Department & Regional Transportation Updates 
Staff informed the Commission that a market will be opening on the first floor of the Transportation Center next 
month.  
 
Agenda Item 10 - Future Agenda Items  

• January 8 
o Commission Business  
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o Roundabouts 
o Prop 500/BRT  
o T Intersections  
o 20 Minute City 

• February 12 
• March 12 

o Alameda Drive Streetscape  
o McClintock Drive Reconfiguration Data  
o Capital Improvements Project Update  

• April 9 
o Vision Zero  
o Speed Limits 
o Paid Media Plan  

• May 14 
o MAG Design Assistance Grants 
o Bike Hero Award 

• June  
• July  
• August 

o Transit Security Update 
• September  

o Annual Report 
• October  

o Annual Report 
• November 
• December  

 
The next meeting is scheduled for January 8, 2019.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 a.m. 
 
Prepared by:  Sue Taaffe 
Reviewed by:  Eric Iwersen  



CITY OF TEMPE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

 
AGENDA ITEM 3 

 
DATE 
January 2, 2019 
 
SUBJECT 
Commission Business 
 
PURPOSE 
To request that the Transportation Commission makes selections for the positions of chair and vice-chair 
as well as reach consensus on meeting date and time. 
 
BACKGROUND 
At the January meeting of each year, the Commission addresses the following business: 

 

• Chair and Vice-Chair. The Commission annually elects a Chair and Vice-Chair for the upcoming 
year per the Tempe City Code, Sec. 2-249 “The officers of the commission shall be selected by 
the commission members at the first meeting of the commission following the 31st day of 
December of each year and shall serve until the 31st day of December of the next succeeding 
year. No officer shall serve in the same capacity for more than two (2) consecutive one-year 
terms.”  

• Meeting Dates and Times. The Commission regularly scheduled meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 a.m. 
 

As of January 2, 2018, the Commission has 15-member positions filled. Transportation Commission 
members are listed below. 
 
1. Ryan Guzy (Current Chair elected in Jan. 2018) 
2. Shana Ellis (Current Vice Chair elected in Jan. 2018) 
3. Jeremy Browning 
4. Bonnie Gerepka 
5. Cyndi Streid 
6. Susan Conklu 
7. Lloyd Thomas 
8. Brian Fellows 
9. Paul Hubbell 
10. David King 
11. John Kissinger 
12. Pam Goronkin 
13. JC Porter 
14. John Federico 
15. Peter Schelstraete 
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FISCAL IMPACT 
None 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
None 
 
CONTACT 
Shelly Seyler 
Deputy Public Works Director 
480-350-8854 
shelly_seyler@tempe.gov 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
None 

mailto:shelly_seyler@tempe.gov


CITY OF TEMPE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT 

 

 
AGENDA ITEM 4 

 
DATE 
January 2, 2019 
 
SUBJECT 

Roundabouts in Tempe - Update 
 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this memo is to provide Council with information and an update on roundabouts. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
A roundabout is a safe and efficient intersection design that consists of a center circle around which traffic 
circulates in a counterclockwise fashion. Depending on traffic demand, a roundabout can be designed as single-
lane or multi-lane.  Roundabouts should not be confused with large diameter “rotaries” or very small diameter 
neighborhood traffic circles. 
 
A driver approaching a roundabout can make all the same movements (right turn, through, left turn, U-turn) as a 
regular signalized or stop-controlled intersection.  To navigate the roundabout a driver must: 
 

1. Slow Down 
2. Yield to Pedestrians 
3. Yield to Vehicles already in the Circle 
4. Enter the Circle 
5. Exit the Circle 
6. Yield to Pedestrians 
7. Exit the Intersection 

 
 Roundabouts have many proven safety and efficiency benefits that include: 
 

• 30-50% reduction in collisions (FHWA) 

• 60-70% reduction in injuries (FHWA) 

• 80-100% reduction in fatalities (FHWA) 

• Up to 75% improvement in pedestrian safety (IIHS) 

• Bike safety can also improve when designed correctly (ADOT) 

• Up to 75% reduction in traffic delays and related fuel use (IIHS) 
 

(FHWA = Federal Highway Administration; IIHS = Insurance Institute for Highway Safety; ADOT = Arizona 
Department of Transportation) 

 
The safety benefits are primarily derived from the slower speeds of vehicles navigating the intersection and the 
elimination of direct left turns. The efficiency benefits are primarily derived from the continuous flow (no red-
light delays) and the ability to have simultaneous overlapping movements. 
 
There was a National Cooperative Research Program (NCHRP) study that analyzed public attitude towards 
roundabouts.  The study determined that prior to installation of roundabouts, 68% of respondents had either 
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negative or very negative attitudes towards roundabouts, while only 14% had positive attitudes.  Conversely, 
after the roundabouts were installed, none (0%) of the respondents had negative or very negative attitudes and 
73% had positive or very positive attitudes towards roundabouts. 
 
The following three (3) locations are currently included in the city’s CIP: 
 

1. College Avenue & McKellips Road (single-lane) 
2. First Street/Ash Avenue/Rio Salado Parkway (multi-lane) 
3. Priest Drive & Grove Parkway (multi-lane) 

 
Traffic Study Results and Traffic Counts 
 
College Avenue & McKellips Road 

• Study completed November 2017 

• Federal Signal Warrants Met = 1 

• Traffic on College Avenue = 7,439 vehicles per day 

• Traffic on McKellips Road = 2,472 vehicles per day 

• Crashes in 3-year study period = 1  

• Study Recommendation = remove signal, install roundabout 
 

Priest Drive & Grove Parkway 

• Study completed August 2015 

• Federal Signal Warrants Met = 4 

• Traffic on Priest Drive = 23,189 vehicles per day 

• Traffic on Grove Parkway= 6,873 vehicles per day 

• Crashes in 3-year study period = 36  

• Study Recommendation = install signal or roundabout 
 
Public Involvement 
 
McKellips Road and College Avenue: 

• Public meeting held on August 28, 2018. 

• Direct mail of 1,824 postcards to residents, property owners and businesses in the area of Scottsdale 
Road to Papago Drive, Curry Road to Continental Drive  

• Direct email to and posted on association Facebook pages for Cavalier Hills NA, Papago Park View NA, 
Papago Parkway NA, Butler Tempe HOA, Concord Village, Marlborough Park Estates HOA, Marlborough 
Park Villas HOA and Parkview Hacienda HOA with meeting and public input information 

• Social media post on city’s Nextdoor account on 8/14; received 685 impressions 

• Posted on city web calendar 
 

Grove Parkway and Priest Drive: 

• Public meeting help on September 26, 2018. 

• Direct mail of 4,512 postcards to residents, property owners and businesses in the area of Kyrene Road 
to I-10, Elliot Road to Guadalupe Road 

• Direct email to Tempe Royal Estates NA, Brittany Lane HOA, Festiva Tempe HOA, Tempe Royal Estate 
HOA and Terrace Walk HOA with meeting and public input information 
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• Direct contact with area multi-family complexes, 909 West Apartments, Garden Grove Apartments, 
Metropointe Apartments and Signature Place Apartments 

• Social media post on city’s Nextdoor account on 9/19; received 112 impressions 

• Posted on city web calendar 

• Town of Guadalupe announced at Council meeting and placed flyers at front counters, on website, 
marquee and Facebook page 

• Neighborhood Services personally visited the following businesses at Grove Parkway and Priest Drive to 
provide roundabout information and invite them to the meeting and/or to fill out the survey  

o ADI Business Solutions 
o American Freight 
o American Technology Specialists 
o Applebees 
o Beall’s 
o Circle K 
o Dollar Store 
o Embellysh 
o Firehouse Subs 
o Floor & Décor 
o Fuddruckers 
o KJ Gamble Tax & Accounting 
o Mattress Firm 
o NVision Wealth, LLC 
o Office of Environmental Health & Engineering – Indian Health Service Western District OEH&E 
o Palette Collective 
o Popeyes 
o Press Coffee Roasters 
o Starbucks 
o The Tile Shop 
o T-Mobile 
o Tzikii Pita Grill 
o US Storage Centers 
o Van Marcke Trade Supply 
o WalMart 
o Tenants in Groves Power Center, 1320 W. Elliot Road 

▪ Cricket Wireless 
▪ First Blue Cactus Nails 
▪ GameStop 
▪ Great Clips 
▪ Panda Express 
▪ Santa Madre Taco Shop 
▪ Subway 

o Tenants in Grove Parkway Court, 1553 W. Todd Drive 
▪ Atlantica Yiels 
▪ KBHB Home Loans  
▪ Pure Body Health 
▪ Terra Technologies 

 
For both projects, there were comments about bicyclist and pedestrian safety. To address this concern, staff 
supports the installation of a pedestrian activated rectangular rapid flash beacons (FFRB) to improve visibility at 
both locations. Residents also expressed both support and opposition to both roundabouts.  



Roundabouts in Tempe - Update  
 
 

 
4 

 

 
FISCAL IMPACT or IMPACT TO CURRENT RESOURCES: 
Construction of the roundabout at College Avenue & McKellips Road is estimated to be $861,146 which is 
$486,509 over the current CIP budget ($400,000). 
 
Construction of the roundabout at Priest Drive & Grove Parkway is estimated to be $1,086,509 which is 
$461,146 over the current CIP budget ($600,000). 
 
Options identified by staff include: 
 

1. Postpone both projects and explore funding options as part of FY 20 CIP budget process 
2. Move forward with construction of Priest & Grove Pkwy roundabout ONLY 

• Transfer $400,000 from College & McKellips roundabout 

• Requires an additional approx. $100,000 of CIP funding or other budget measure 
3. Move forward with construction of both roundabouts 

• Requires an additional $1 million of CIP funding or other budget measure 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
None 
 
CONTACT 
Julian Dresang 
City Traffic Engineer 
480-350-8025 
julian_dresang@tempe.gov 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. PowerPoint 
2. Public Comments 

 

mailto:julian_dresang@tempe.gov
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CITY OF TEMPE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT 

 

 
AGENDA ITEM 5 

 
DATE 
January 2, 2019 
 
SUBJECT 

T-Intersections 
 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this memo is to provide the Transportation Commission with information on T-intersections. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
A T-intersection is an intersection that has three legs. T-intersections can be either signalized or unsignalized. 
The large majority (over 90%) of T-intersections in Tempe are unsignalized.  Unsignalized T-intersections are 
generally STOP or YIELD controlled for the minor street. Most signalized T-intersections operate on a simple 
two-phase system: 
 

• Phase 1: Red for “minor” street, green for “major” street. 

• Phase 2: Green for “minor” street, red for “major” street. 
 
 T-intersections are generally safer than standard (four leg) intersections because there are less conflict points.  
Conflict points.  The following diagram shows the conflict points for a T-intersection (three leg) and a standard 
intersection (four leg): 
 

 
 
There are two locations at a T-intersection that can have increased safety concerns if there is pedestrian activity.  
These are identified in red on the following diagram: 
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During Phase 2, the “minor” street gets the green light. All vehicular movements on the “minor” street must 
turn (right or left). These drivers view a standard green indication. But, because there are no conflicting 
movements (through, right, or left) coming from the opposite side of the intersection, drivers sometimes fail to 
remember that they must still yield to pedestrians in the crosswalks. This failure to yield can sometimes result in 
increased levels of crashes involving pedestrians. 
 
The following are three options that traffic engineers can consider at signalized T-intersections: 
 

1. Do nothing (most T-intersections function very well and do not require special attention) 
2. Implement a Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI or “ped jump”).  This signal phasing allows pedestrians to 

enter and establish themselves in the crosswalk prior to vehicle getting the green indication. 
3. Install special signs with messages like TURNING TRAFFIC MUST YIELD TO PEDESTRIANS. 

 
There is further discussion taking place at a council working group reviewing the use of crosswalks by active 
transportation vehicles, including bicycles.  It is possible that there could be some signs and striping options that 
could be incorporated, though there are not currently any options in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD).   
 
FISCAL IMPACT or IMPACT TO CURRENT RESOURCES: 
Implementation of Leading Pedestrian Intervals and installation of special signs are accounted for in the current 
operation budget. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
None 
 
CONTACT 
Julian Dresang 
City Traffic Engineer 
480-350-8025 
julian_dresang@tempe.gov 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
PowerPoint 

mailto:julian_dresang@tempe.gov


1



2



3



4



5



6



7



8



•

•

•

9



 
1 

 

CITY OF TEMPE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT 

 

 
AGENDA ITEM 7 

 
DATE 
January 2, 2019 
 
SUBJECT 
Future Agenda Items 
 
PURPOSE 
The Chair will request future agenda items from the Commission members. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The following future agenda items have been previously identified by the Commission or staff: 

 
• February 12 
• March 12 

o Alameda Drive Streetscape  
o McClintock Drive Reconfiguration Data  
o Capital Improvements Project Update  
o El Paso MUP  
o Grand Canal MUP  

• April 9 
o Vision Zero  
o Speed Limits 
o Paid Media Plan  
o Prop 500/BRT  

• May 14 
o MAG Design Assistance Grants 
o Bike Hero Award 
o 20 Minute City 

• June  
• July  
• August 

o Transit Security Update 
• September  

o Annual Report 
o North/South Railroad MUP 

• October  
o Annual Report 

• November 
• December  
• TBD: Ordinances Related to Bicycles and Pedestrians 
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RECOMMENDATION 
This item is for information only. 
 
CONTACT 
Shelly Seyler  
480-350-8854 
shelly_seyler@tempe.gov 

mailto:shelly_seyler@tempe.gov

