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Innovation Hubs  - Key employment corridors where the City will attract/grow 
employment, redevelopment, creatives, enhance connectivity, and bring 
educators and businesses together to grow their talent pipeline 
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Marketplace / 101-202 Interchange [Land Use Hub]  pg. 
16 
101 / 202 Interchange [Growth Area]  pg. 21-22 
Industrial Revitalization Area [Potential Revitalization 
Area]  pg. 31 

 

Council Resolution 
R2014.77  
Ratified by voters in May 
2014 
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2020 + 2040  
 

High Capacity Transit 
Study 2018-2019 
Tempe, Mesa, and Valley 
Metro 
 

Planned Bus Extensions + 
Service Increases  
Route 48, Route 81, Route 30 
 

Streetscape, Bike Lane, and 
Intersection Safety 
Improvements 
 

BikeIt Boulevard 
“REFLECTOR”  
Smith Rd / Country Club Way 
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Council Resolution R2016.02  
Amended Tempe General 
Plan 2040 
Adopted by Tempe City 
Council  
January 17, 2016 
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The Smith Industrial Hub in the Apache Character Area is 302 acres [1/2 square mile] with 
mostly light industrial and office uses. It is bound by Rio Salado Parkway, the Loop 101, 
University Drive, and McClintock Drive. 

 
 
AREA AMENITIES 
 

Active, existing businesses 
Redevelopment potential 
Recently upgraded properties 
Old-growth trees and wide streets 

IN CLOSE PROXIMITY 
Downtown Tempe  
Lake District / Southbank Linear 
Multi-use Path 
Tempe Marketplace 
[retail/entertainment] 
246 newly built hotel rooms 
[short/ext. stay] 
Loop 101 + 202 Freeways 
Mesa Riverview / Wrigleyville West 
Future streetcar expansion area 
ASU Campus + Novus Innovation 
Corridor 

AREA CHALLENGES 
 

Lack of infrastructure  
   [storm, curb + gutter, waste water 
capacity]  
Almost entirely zoned General Industrial 
District [GID]  
No light rail access and little pedestrian 
modality 
Older stock structures, mostly single-story 
buildings 

▕ 
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• Preserve current industrial land uses and businesses 
• Encourage wider variety of uses and expansion of commercial square 

footage for future development 
• Improve multi-modal transportation connections (streetcar, light rail, bus, 

bike and pedestrian amenities) 
• Invest in amenities to support Smith Industrial Hub, including streetscape 

projects, streetcar expansion, public art and bike boulevards 
• Connect education institutions to businesses to grow future workforce 

▕ 
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Hundreds of residential units frame the  
south side of University Drive 
 
A pedestrian/bicycle-friendly pathway to  
Tempe Marketplace is critical to establish 
north/south connectivity 

 

primary connections 
 

enhanced streetscapes 
 

enhanced pedestrian crossings 
 

streetcar [future expansion] 
 

gateway features 
 

residential areas 

 

16 



IN
N

O
V

ATIO
N

 H
U

B
S

 

 
 

EXISTING LAND USE 
 

GENERAL INDUSTRIAL 
 

GENERAL INDUSTRIAL 
 

RESIDENTIAL 

RESIDENTIAL 

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL / OFFICE 
 

 

POTENTIAL LAND USES 
 

RESIDENTIAL 
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Adaptive reuse of historic industrial building to a restaurant and 
office. LEED Gold. 355 11th St., San Francisco, 2008 Adaptive reuse of building to a restaurant in 

Phoenix. 5th and Roosevelt.  
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Adaptive reuse of a 53,000 sft motorcycle garage to 
culinary dropout. 5632 N 7th St., Phoenix, AZ  

15,000 sft Bragg’s Pie Bakery to  commercial use 
including a restaurant. Phoenix, AZ. 
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The Duce – Phoenix, AZ. Adaptive reuse of a distribution 
warehouse to a restaurant & lounge with a vintage boxing 

ring. Changes are made at the interior. 

New look of ASU Grant Street Studio – Phoenix, AZ 
Adaptive reuse of manufacturing space to artist studios and gallery 
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The Green Building in Louisville, KY. The original 115 old dry goods 
store was renovated into a LEED Platinum commercial, office and 

restaurant mixed use. The glass structure is new.. 

Arc Light Co. in San Francisco renovated a 19th century electric 
warehouse to a mixed use facility by adding spaces on top 
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Support existing and new businesses by forging 
relationships with trade schools, colleges,  and 
universities  to:  

 

Encourage a presence in the Smith 
Industrial Area 
 

Develop a pipeline of new-tech trained 
employees 

 
Promote employee retention through 
access to professional development 

 

Propel toward the Tempe Achieves 65 Goal 
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Council Approval: Incorporate the proposed Innovation Hubs concept and the  
           Smith Industrial Innovation Hub Pilot Project into the Urban Core Master Plan 
 

Transportation: Pursue possible federal grant funding for:   
          - Smith Hub Pilot Project streetscape conceptual design plan  

                 - Explore funding options for continued streetscape plan for the  
                       Broadway Corridor [Mill Avenue to I-10] connecting Innovation Hubs 
                 - Explore Orbit route expansion opportunities through the Smith Hub 
 

Art: Seek artist grant funding for Smith Industrial Innovation Hub Pilot Project 
 

Education: Economic Development conducting outreach to Smith Hub area 
businesses to foster retention + communicate vision  
 
Follow-up: Staff will seek grant funding for transit related items, art installations and 
redevelopment opportunities over the next five years.
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YOUR INPUT 
 
- Would you be interested in an industry certification 
training program for your employees? 
 
- Do you see your business growing to implement innovative 
technology trends? 
 
- Would you be willing to participate in a quarterly meeting 
discussing business to business opportunities and area 
development? 
 
- Would your operation(s)/property be compatible with 
mixed-use development in the area? 
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