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PUBLI C COMMENTS in the above-entitled nmatter
taken on June 13, 2017, commencing at 7:30 a.m at the
Tenpe Transportation Center, Don Cassano Community Room
2nd Floor, 200 East 5th Street, Tenpe, Arizona, before
LAURA A, ASHBROOK, a Certified Reporter in the State of
Ari zona.
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DON CASSANO, Conmi ssion Chair

Menbers of the City of Tenpe
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PROCEEDI NGS

MR HERZ: | am Robert Herz. The |ast nane
IS HEERZ |'ma resident of Tenpe. | have been in ny
home for in excess of 40 years. The role of the Tenpe
Conmi ssion Transportation Conm ssion is advise and make
reconmendations that will make a positive environnenta
I npact through reduction of energy consunption, air
pol lution and congestion. The U S. 60 traffic interchange
at mdintock Drive is a major traffic converge point
along Md intock Drive.

Prior to the reduction of traffic |anes
along Mdintock Drive, traffic flowed with mniml delays
during the norning and evening rush hours. The reduction
of traffic lanes fromthree to two |anes in each direction
has created serious roadway congestion during rush hours.

Traffic stacking at traffic signals has
increased at |east 150 percent. It extends a quarter mle
or nore, blocking access from adjoining side streets and
driveways. Wth the two-lane configuration from Baseline
Road through Southern Avenue, it often takes two or three
signal cycles to clear each signalized intersection during
rush hours.

The tine delay for vehicles traveling al ong
MCintock and the tine delay for vehicles trying to enter

Griffin & Associates Court Reporters, LLC
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onto Mdintock Drive fromside streets and driveways

i ncreases energy consunption, produces increased

em ssions, air pollution and creates driver frustration.
Take into consideration bicycle and traffic

volunes. Daily traffic volumes in the vicinity of U S 60

regul arly exceed 35,000 vehicles. The daily bicycle

volune identified in the June 6, 2017 staff report is 72.

Provi di ng bicycle lanes for the benefit of 72 bicycles at

the detrinment of 35,000 motorists is not environnental ly

beneficial and it nakes no econom c sense.

For the past 17 years, | have been in charge
of roadway design standards for Maricopa Departnent of
Transportation. Prior to that, | was responsible for the

design standards for roads in Pinal County.

M/ reconmendation is that you return the
| ane configuration for MCintock Drive in the vicinity of
U S 60 to three thru-lanes in each direction. Allow ng
any reduction in traffic lanes fromthe prior
configuration is contrary to the Comm ssion's mssion to
make recommendations that will have a positive
environnmental inpact through the reduction of energy
consunption, air pollution and congestion.

| am not against inproving Tenpe's bicycle
facilities. Tenpe should upgrade its bicycle network in a
safe, environnental friendly and econom cally prudent

Griffin & Associates Court Reporters, LLC
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manner, pursue devel opment of the Tenpe bicycle boul evard
system a systemthat provides a safe bicycling

envi ronnent away from hi gh-vol une, hi gh-speed roadways.
Thank you.

COMWM SSION CHAIR Thank you very mnuch.
Appreci ate your conmments this norning.

Anybody el se want to nake comments at this
point in time? The next person | have here is Aiff
Ander son.

MR ANDERSON: H. M name is diff
Anderson. Residence is 513 East Erie Drive. Thank you
for having ne here. Geat presentation. Really
appreciate seeing the details. Doing a great job.

Taking the bike lane with heavy traffic, |
have done it on Mcdintock, the section north of Apache.
Do not recommend that for anybody. |'ve done it. ['ve
done it in rush hour traffic. Really, really dangerous to
do that, take ny life in my own hands doing that, but that
| evel of traffic is pretty dangerous.

One of the inportant things | want to stress
is there's probably going to be a cost tradeoff at sone
point, and I know that there's a | ot of economc
devel opnent, a | ot of new enpl oyees are going to be
working in the Gty of Tenpe due to some of these
expansions, and | want to make sure the transportation

Griffin & Associates Court Reporters, LLC
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commi ssion is getting its -- its -- the kinds of things
they think are inportant to address those additiona
traffic demands, are getting addressed froma cost point
of viewas it relates to Mdintock because of this cost
tradeof f.

So | do think that for bicycling, having
mul ti-use path to dedicated path, for exanple, the Country
Cub Way is really inportant; you ought to be stressing
that very highly.

But another thing, | think | agree on one
conment, that continuing the bike lane all the way to the
202 is areally inportant part of your |ong-termstrategy,
so | want you to keep that in mnd as well.

And in regard to the counts, | think if you
were to look at, for exanple, pedestrian counts on
MCintock, you said not a whole |ot of people wal king on
the sidewal ks. That's valuable real estate. Let's get
rid of those sidewal ks because there's not many
pedestrians there. Think about that a little bit and see
I f that makes sense because that's a very simlar argument
to bicycles. And | think I'mabout out of time, but I
really appreciate your help. Thank you.

COMWM SSION CHAIR Thank you very much.

Next person is Jen Rode.
M5. RCDE: Jen Rode, RO-D-E. It |ooks like

Griffin & Associates Court Reporters, LLC
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rode. So | live at MO intock and Don Carlos, and | bike
with nmy two children in a bike trailer on MCintock from
Don Carlos to Broadway twice a week and then | turn into

t hat nei ghborhood back there. This route includes the
under pass between Apache and Broadway, so if the bike |ane
were removed, | would then need to travel in the car |ane.
That definitely wouldn't work. | wouldn't feel safe doing
that or I would need to walk my bike, plus trailer and
kids along the walled-off sidewalk.

Wiile | have gotten in decent shape from
riding up the underpass for alnost a year now, |'mstill
slow and biking in the car lane with my children is not
safe. The options of either walking my bike, plus trailer
and ki ds through the underpass or going over to Rura
whi ch woul d add two mles to ny commute, once | ride back
to Mdintock, renoves the efficiency that comes al ong
wi th bi ki ng.

So if the bike [ane on MCintock is
renoved, it no | onger nakes sense for ne to bike either of
those nmornings, so | would need to drive. This neans
woul d be adding an additional car to the traffic on
McC i ntock which goes agai nst the broader Tenpe objective
of encouraging notorists to use alternative
transportation.

Wiile it's understandabl e that having this

Griffin & Associates Court Reporters, LLC
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smal | amount of cyclists southbound during evening rush
hour may seem |ike enough reason to renove the bike |ane,
| believe this woul d be short-sighted, and | inplore you
to consider the bigger picture and the greater good.

Wiile | do drive on McCintock, I do not
find that the bike lane is an inconvenience. |n fact, |
wi sh we coul d encourage nore cyclists to use it instead of
driving so it could reach its full potential of reducing
traffic.

| have only lived in Tenpe for five years,
and | recognize that others in the room have been
residents for nuch, much longer. | appreciate the way
that you have all shaped this city that we have grown to
| ove and you care passionately about the trajectory of our
conmunity. | share your love for this place. It's where
| live, I work, | go to church and | shop. Everything
do on a weekly basis is within a four-mle radius of ny
hone.

COWM SSION CHAIR:  Your time is --

M5. RCDE: It's inmportant. Can | finish?
Thank you.

It's an acconplishment | amproud of in a
pl ace where 30-m nute conmutes are comonpl ace, but nore
importantly, Tenpe is the only honme ny kids have known.
M/ husband and | are committed to the flourishing of this

Griffin & Associates Court Reporters, LLC
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city, largely because this is where we are raising our
ki ds, and we choose to raise our kids in this comunity
because we enjoy living here.

In addition to me commuting to work by bike,
we enjoy bike rides as a fam |y because the city is
uniquely suited for cycling. W even have a tandem bi ke,
and when we attach the trailer with our kids, we are
pretty hard to m ss.

Inacity full of cars it's easy to be
isolated. In ny experience, cycling in Tenpe has hel ped
me chisel away at the walls of isolation, giving ne a
fresh view of the city and encourages me to interact with
people in ny comunity.

| amcommtted to the future of Tenpe, and
believe that both supporting the Mcdintock bike |ane and
promoting the culture of cycling is in the best interests
of the comunity as a whole. As a cyclist who can't nove
qui ckly, | appreciate the safety of the bike [ane on
MCintock, and | hope that it will continue to be
supported by the city. Thank you

COMWM SSION CHAIR Next individual, WIliam
Terrance.

MR TERRANCE: WIliam Terrance. | live at
410 South Robert Road, just right down the block here.

| agree with diff and Jen's statenents.

Griffin & Associates Court Reporters, LLC
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Quickly, I would like to add one thing, and that is
concept of prioritization here. The main thing | want to
ask the Transportation Commssion to kind of |ook at is is
McCintock the highest priority project in Tenpe right
now? | mean, are there -- we just repaved this whole
thing. Are there places with nore potholes, nore safety
concerns and other issues that we really need to take a
| ook at that need to be fixed, because this one's working.
COW SSION CHAIR Thank you very mnuch.
kay. Zina Al am
MS. ALAM Zina, Z-1-NA Aam AL-AM

kay. I'ma Tenpe resident. | do drive, commute al ong
McCintock from Apache and McCintock all the way to
Chandl er and McClintock. |'malso a cyclist. | agree
with a lot of what everyone has said, Aiff, Bill, Rode
Sorry. | didn't get your first name.

As a driver, | want to add that | have |iked

the bus pullouts a lot. That has been very hel pful,
preventing weird weaving and unsafe driving, aggressive
driving fromdrivers. As a cyclist, although | do like
the idea of Country Club Way, | also want to nake sure
that -- | bike to go to the businesses on MC intock.

| actually don't bike for the fun of it. |
bike to get somewhere. So | want to go to the businesses
on Mdintock, so those bhike |anes are inmportant to me. |

Griffin & Associates Court Reporters, LLC
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accept that there's conprom se and some drivers need sone
help with especially that southbound section, and

realize we'll have to go down to standard | anes and ot her
t hi ngs.

Thank you for all of your work researching
those, and | hope you stick to the multi-npdal approach to
support our community. Thank you very nuch

COW SSION CHAIR:  David Rice.

MR RCE David Rice, RI-CE | live at
212 \West Knight Lane in Tenpe, father of six-year old,
ei ght-year old and ten-year-old kids. | guess I'mtalKking

about sidewal ks. Wat is the usable width of a four-foot
si dewal k? Because there's some places along Mcdintock
before the re-striping where there were four-foot
si dewal ks directly adjacent to high-speed travel |anes.
After the re-striping, there is now a buffer
bet ween the fast-nmoving cars and four and five-foot
si dewal ks that are directly adjacent to the curb on many
spots along Md intock and that makes the sidewal ks nicer
safer and nore usabl e.
| believe the city's design standard is to
have eight-foot sidewalks. So what's the desired sidewal k
wi dth and buffer w dth when we're doi ng sidewal k
retrofits? It seens |like there should be naybe sone
standard or some goal, and it would be nice if when we're

Griffin & Associates Court Reporters, LLC
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doi ng repaving and things |ike that, those things get
addressed at the sane tinme as ADA stuff and bike and car
stuff al so.

So, | mean, | guess | would like there to
just be a mnimmlevel of sidewalk safety throughout the

city. | should be able to go anywhere in the city, any
busi ness and be able to wal k on the sidewal k with ny kids
and not fear for their safety. | shouldn't have to walk

t hrough parking lots instead of wal king on the sidewal k to
get somewhere, and | think that's where it hasn't really
been discussed in this issue, is the fact that the

si dewal ks al ong McClintock before this re-striping was
done were pretty bel ow average. Thank you.

COW SSION CHAIR:  Ki m Gresham

M5. GRESHAM M nane is Kim G esham
GRESHAM and | live over on 1026 South Ash. 1'd
like to thank you all for your tine today. Wen | |ooked
at the alternative solutions for the Mdintock Drive
street configuration, I was pleased that there were
sections provided both that woul d benefit drivers and
cyclists without sacrificing for safety.

However, | do question whether the
alternative configurations are an efficient use of our
limted econom c resources. The current configuration has
not had any negative inpact to our safety. The only

Griffin & Associates Court Reporters, LLC
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hindrance to citizens is roughly a five-mnute increase in
our comute sout hbound.

The next part, |'man accountant, so bear
with ne. The fiscal 2016-2017 budget overal|l decreased
three and a half percent. Wthin that, our capita
i mprovenents budget decreased 11.8 percent to
143.6 mllion. The nost cost effective alternative
configuration is estimated at approximately $5 mllion

So ny reconmendation woul d be to keep the
current configuration. It seens |ike the best use of our
resources, but in addition to that, | would |ike some
additional information as to what type of funding, |ike
where woul d we be getting our funding for these potentia
additional inprovenents? Wat would be the overal
i mpact, positive or negative, to our Tenpe master plan?

Thank you for your tinme.

COW SSION CHAIR Thank you very much for
your comment .

The | ast one we have here is Kristian Doak.

MR DCOAK: M nanme is Kristian Doak. First
nane is spelled with a K K-R1-ST-1-A-N last nane is
DO AK

So | personally have used -- | have nade a
poi nt of using the bike |anes on Mdintock for the |ast
couple of nonths. 1've been riding to |ocal businesses on
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MCintock. Part of this is because bike |anes on
MCintock are some of the finest cycling construction in
the entire city. Part of it is because we have sone very
fine establishments on Mcdintock, Steve's Espresso, Back
East Bagels, Sprouts, Flanny's Bar and Gill. Tuesday's
mac and cheese night is spectacular, but |'ve been making
a point of going out there riding on MCdintock in the
morni ng and evenings, and the bike lanes, | see quite a
bit of traffic on them There are a |arge nunber of
cyclists. There are many nore cyclists out on McCintock
than there ever were before the bike [ anes went in, and
this is, in ny eyes, a spectacular inprovenent for the
Gty of Tenpe.

W have got a | ot nore people out there who
are using hicycles instead of driving. That's going to
hel p drive down congestion in the city overall long term
It's going to make the city safer. [It's going to make the
city anore livable place. 1'd like to see the city
doubl e down on that.

| want to see us put in nore bike lines so
that we can get nore people riding, because this is
working. This is doing what it's supposed to do. It's
getting nore people out there riding, getting nore people
out of their cars, and we're making progress and it woul d
be a shame to see us roll that back. Thank you.
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COWM SSION CHAIR Thank you very mnuch.
That will -- that's the last request | had to speak.
We'll close that portion of this itemand we'll now go to
Conmi ssi on di scussi on.

(Public comment portion of the hearing
concluded at 8:20 a.m)
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