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Minutes of the HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION held on Tuesday, December 9, 2014,
6:00 P.M. at City Hall, 3rd Floor Conference Room, 31 East Fifth Street, Tempe, Arizona.

(MEMBERS) Present:
(MEMBERS) Absent:


Hannah Auckland 
Don Calender

Belinda Chiu
Isabel Hochhaus

Kathy Dietz
Jeanne Powers

Armando Espinoza
Frank Morales
Peter Hodgson

Jay Scherotter

Thaddeus Swiecki         
 

Diversity Staff Present:
Guests Present:


Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director
Shirene Learner, Community Member
Dee Hodson, Diversity Office Assistant


Meeting convened at 6:12 P.M.
Commissioner Espinoza called the meeting to order and invited members of the public to address the Commission. 

Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances

No comments.
Agenda Item 2 - Consideration of Minutes:  HRC – November 18, 2014 Minutes (Motion Required)

November 18, 2014, HRC Commission Minutes

Motion made by Commissioner Dietz to ACCEPT minutes.

Second by Commissioner Scherotter.

Minutes unanimously APPROVED.
Agenda Item 3 – Challenge Day Update – Jay Scherotter
Commissioner Scherotter reported that Challenge Days are one month away with Marcos de Niza and McClintock High Schools ready to go.  One hundred student participants have been selected per high school.  Commissioner Scherotter is awaiting the number of volunteer openings that will be available at each school.  Commissioners were asked to e-mail Commissioner Scherotter if they are interested in volunteering on either January 21st or January 22nd, 2015.  The volunteer commitment required would be from 7 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  Commissioner Scherotter will send the number of openings and volunteer suggestions to Rosa for dissemination.  Contracts have been approved and signed as of today, by Challenge Day officials, City of Tempe, Marcos de Niza and McClintock High Schools.  Commissioner Scherotter will send Rosa the letter to the Mayor and Council describing the scheduled January 2015 Challenge Days.         
Agenda Item 4 – Faith Group Focus – Kathy Dietz
Commissioner Dietz passed out an updated proposal for a faith-based forum presented by the City of Tempe including the purpose, process and vision for this forum.  Commissioner Dietz explained the proposal was well timed in light of recent events in Tempe.  Commissioner Dietz reported she met with McClintock Mosque member, Muhammed Zubair.  Mohammed was interested in seeing a religious committee formed but would not officially commit as a member.  Commissioner Dietz hopes that the HRC will continue with the forum proposal even though her HRC status as a commissioner is ending December 31, 2014.
Commissioner Dietz would also like the HRC to draft an official response to the recent hate language reported recently in Tempe.  Rosa gave the commissioners a copy of the Tempe Faith Leaders response letter from TEAM – Tempe Interfaith Alliance.
Commissioner Scherotter suggested learning more about TEAM and wondered how TEAM’s focus is different from Commissioner Dietz’s proposal. Commissioner Dietz reiterated that the involvement of the City of Tempe would elevate the efforts of the forum.  Commissioner Chiu reinforced the importance of bringing different perspectives together at one table.  Commissioners agreed the timing was perfect to hear more about TEAM’s vision.  Rosa will invite a TEAM representative to the next HRC meeting.  The consensus was to table the forum discussion until additional information could be gathered.
Commissioners moved the discussion to a possible written response to current reports of hate language from a Tempe pastor.  Commissioner Dietz proposed a broad based statement that the community does not condone hate language in Tempe.  Commissioners asked how the letter would be circulated and if a press release was an option.  Rosa replied that a press release would require approval from the Mayor and City Council.  Historically a letter to the Mayor and City Council was written and later picked up by the press.  Commissioner Auckland asked for examples of letters that have been written in the past by the Human Relations Commission.  Rosa will forward those letters to the Commissioners.

Community member Shirene Learner added that those who spew hate language love additional attention and that a more effective response might be to re-affirm what the HRC stands for and has accomplished in the past, possibly in the form of a resolution.  Rosa shared that she has been in contact with HRC allies who are aware that the recent event was an isolated circumstance.  
Commissioner Auckland’s inclination was to not respond directly but to rather promote Tempe’s inclusiveness.  C.A.P. (Center for Arizona Policy) currently released a strong statement against hate language.  Commissioner Dietz said the commissioners are the voice of the Tempe community and therefore sees the value of issuing a strong statement.  Rosa said the City’s perspective was to be tolerant of different viewpoints unless criminal activity was involved.  Legally everyone has free speech rights to share their own opinions. 

The commissioner’s consensus was that a social media response emphasizing recent HRC accomplishments (i.e. upcoming Challenge Day and Diversity Dialogue programming) would be a fast and effective approach, just not as direct as a letter from the HRC, which would require the Mayor and City Council approval.  Rosa offered to set up a meeting with Nikki Ripley, Tempe’s Communication & Media Relations Manager, and asked which commissioners would like to attend.  Commissioner Espinoza volunteered to be invited to that meeting.  
Agenda Item 5 – HRC Nominations for Chair and Vice-Chair – Armando Espinoza
Commissioner Espinoza called for nominations for Human Relations Commission Chair.  Commissioner Scherotter nominated Commissioner Espinoza.  Commissioner Espinoza expressed an interest in new direction although he would consider serving again and asked for additional nominations.  Commissioner Dietz nominated Commissioner Scherotter who declined the nomination.   
Commissioner Morales nominated Commissioner Auckland for Vice-Chair who declined the nomination.  Commissioner Hodgson nominated Belinda Chiu who accepted the nomination.   

Commissioner Espinoza asked for any additional nominations before closing the nomination process.  Due to having only one nomination per position the decision was made to complete the voting without written ballots.
Agenda Item 6 – HRC Elections for Chair and Vice-Chair – Armando Espinoza
By unanimous vote, Commissioner Espinoza was approved as Chair with Commissioner Chiu as Vice Chair.  
Agenda Item 7 - Diversity Department Update – Rosa Inchausti
          A.  Regional HRC Meeting – Monday, January 12, 2015, Sky Song, 1475 Road, Scotts, Bldg 3          

                 Rosa reported that Scottsdale was still collecting agenda topic ideas.  Commissioner Dietz suggested 

                “how to respond to hate speech” as a possible topic.  Commissioners were asked to RSVP for the                  

                 Regional HRC meeting to Dee.

           B.  MLK Dinner – Saturday, January 17, 2015, 6pm at Tempe Mission Palms        
                 Rosa confirmed the MLK dinner keynote speaker will be Jevin Hodge.
           C.  Challenge Days, McClintock High School on Wednesday, January 21, 2015 and 

                 at Marcos de Niza High School on Thursday, January 22, 2015
           D.  Unity Walk – Saturday, January 31, 2015, 10am
                 Rosa reported the Diversity Office has secured a grant from the Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian 

                 Community (SRP-MIC) to assist with the costs associated with hosting the Unity Walk.  Commissioner  

                 Chiu would like to promote the use of bicycles at the Unity Walk, possibly incorporating a bike valet.  
                 Rosa will let Ginny know of Commissioner Chiu’s idea. 

           E.  Diversity Dialogue Spring 2015 Program – Mondays from 6-7:30pm at the Tempe Library, 

                 February 23, March 2, 9, 23, 30 and April 6, 13 and 20. 
Rosa said Tempe Police Chief Tom Ryff, asked to be on the February HRC agenda for a police department update.  In addition to Chief Ryff, Rosa will add a presentation by a TEAM representative to the February agenda.  Commissioner Scherotter asked if a Challenge Day re-cap could also be agendized at the next HRC meeting.  Commissioner Scherotter will invite McClintock and Marcos de Niza High School Principals to acknowledge the work of Challenge Day high school coordinators, Assistant Principals of Activities, Brian Fleming and Molly Saddler.
Commissioner Espinoza and Human Relation Commissioner’s expressed their extreme thanks to outgoing Commissioners Dietz, Morales and Swiecki.  Their work has made a huge contribution to the HRC and they will be missed.
Next HRC Meeting – February 10, 2015
Motion made by Commissioner Calender to adjourn the meeting.

Second by Commissioner Auckland
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
Prepared by: Dee Hodson

Reviewed by: Rosa Inchausti
__________________________________

Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director

