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Minutes of the HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION held on Tuesday, November 18, 2014,
6:00 P.M. at City Hall, 3rd Floor Conference Room, 31 East Fifth Street, Tempe, Arizona.

(MEMBERS) Present:
(MEMBERS) Absent:


Hannah Auckland 
Peter Hodgson 

Belinda Chiu
Frank Morales 

Don Calender
Jeanne Powers

Kathy Dietz
Armando Espinoza 

Isabel Hochhaus 

Jay Scherotter

Thaddeus Swiecki         

Diversity Staff Present:
Guests Present:


Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director
None
Dee Hodson, Diversity Office Assistant


Meeting convened at 6:05 P.M.
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances

None
Agenda Item 2 - Consideration of Minutes:  HRC – October 14, 2014 Minutes (Motion Required)
October 14, 2014, HRC Commission Minutes

Motion made by Commissioner Calender to ACCEPT minutes.

Second by Commissioner Dietz.
Minutes unanimously APPROVED.

Agenda Item 3 – Diversity Grant Direction
Commissioner Scherotter and Rosa reported on meeting with Caterina Mena, Tempe Community Council (TCC), and Tempe’s Procurement Manager, Michael Greene.  In that meeting, it became clear that the RFP process and associated timelines need to reviewed and updated.  

Due to recent reallocation of TCC’s funding, Commissioner Scherotter suggested a letter of support from the Human Relations Commission to the Mayor and Council.  This letter would explain the importance of continued Unity Grant funding, along with an explanation of the current funding use for the Challenge Day programs.  After some discussion, commissioners agreed a letter to Mayor and Council should be written.  Commissioner Espinoza asked if Commissioner Scherotter would draft a letter and bring it to the next HRC meeting for commission approval.  Commissioner Scherotter agreed.

Commissioner Calender inquired what role the TCC Board plays in the Unity Grant Process.  Rosa explained that the TCC Board’s recommendations are brought to Mayor and Council.  Commissioner Auckland added that her perspective as a TCC Board member is that the TCC Board looks to the HRC for their recommendations.  

The proposal was made to review the RFP process timeline and make suggestions regarding the possible use of funding as well as adding Tempe Middle Schools as previously discussed at October’s HRC meeting.  Commissioner Scherotter and Commissioner Auckland volunteered to assist.  Rosa explained the Diversity Office will initiate a meeting including TCC Board Members, Caterina Mena, Michael Greene, Commissioner Scherotter and Commissioner Auckland.         
Agenda Item 4 – Challenge Day Update – Jay Scherotter 

Commissioner Scherotter confirmed that the January 2015 Challenge Days scheduled at McClintock and Marco de Niza High Schools are progressing nicely.  Twenty-five volunteers are required per high school with both schools reporting they will fill approximately eighteen of those positions.  Commissioner Scherotter asked commissioners who they thought should be asked for those remaining openings.  Commissioner Scherotter reiterated the Challenge Day volunteer position will require a minimum of a seven hour time commitment.  Commissioner’s suggestions included offering the volunteer openings to the City Council, an HRC member, the high school’s Police Department Resource Officers, Tempe School Board Superintendents, Booster Club members, as well as representatives from Pita Jungle and Whole Foods, who are donating the lunches.   Rosa added that Councilmember Arredondo-Savage has expressed an interest in attending.
Commissioner Dietz reported that both high schools’ Challenge Day lunches have been confirmed.  Pita Jungle is donating a completely catered and all inclusive lunch at McClintock High School on Wednesday, January 21, 2015.  Whole Foods will be donating the food for lunch at Marcos de Niza High School on Thursday, January 22, 2015.  Commissioner Dietz asked for assistance with picking up the food at Whole Foods in addition to assisting with setting up/clean up at Marcos de Niza.  Paper supplies will be needed for that day only.  The Diversity Office will purchase plates, napkins and silverware.  Commissioner Hochhaus volunteered to assist with the pick-up.  Advertisement for Pita Jungle and Whole Foods was discussed.  Commissioner Hochhaus asked if their banners could be displayed.  
Agenda Item 5 - Diversity Department Update – Rosa Inchausti

           A.  International Student Welcome – Thursday, November 20, 2014, 9-11am in Council 
                 Chambers 
                 Rosa explained that Tempe will be hosting a community dialogue between international 
                 students from ASU and Tempe City officials.  The purpose is to introduce the students to 
                 Tempe city government, department heads and Tempe boards and commission opportunities.  
                 These students are majoring in S.T.E.M. subjects and are a potential pipeline for future       

                 workforce development.
           B.  MLK Dinner – Saturday, January 17, 2015, at Tempe Mission Palms

                 Commissioners asked to confirm the event timing.  Check in and reception (no host bar) 
                 begins at 6pm with dinner starting at 6:30pm.

           C.  Unity Walk – Saturday, January 31, 2015, 10am
                 Rosa said that Ginny had recently met with neighboring cities to coordinate the 2015 Unity                

                 Walk and reported that the City of Phoenix will not be participating this year.
           D.  Diversity Dialogue Spring 2015 Program – Mondays from 6-7:30pm at the Tempe 
                 Library, February 23, March 2, 9, 23 & 30, April 6, 13 & 20, 2015
                 Commissioner Chiu reported that hopefully all facilitators will be returning for the spring 

                 program.  
           E.  Municipal Equality Index
                 Rosa reported on the successful press conference held November 12, 2015 announcing  

                 Tempe’s 100% MEI score!
Next HRC Meeting – December 9, 2014  
Motion made by Commissioner Calender to adjourn meeting.

Second by Commissioner Dietz.
Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.
Prepared by: Dee Hodson

Reviewed by: Rosa Inchausti
__________________________________

Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director
