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PRIVATE Minutes

Mayor’s Commission on Disability Concerns

April 3, 20141
Minutes of the MAYOR’S COMMISSION ON DISABILITY CONCERNS held on Thursday, April 3, 2014, 6:30 P.M. at the Tempe Public Library Boardroom, 3500 S. Rural Road, Tempe, Arizona.

MEMBERS Present:
MEMBERS Absent:


Chair Ed Mitchell
Robert Kizere

Vice Chair Rachel Phillips 
Ben Campbell
Secretary Sarah Kader 
Kathleen Goode

Irene Mochel (via Speaker Phone)
Diane Moran

Paul Bennewitz

Martha Ashburn

Tom Ringhofer
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Guests Present:

Jeff Oats
Diversity Staff Present:



Michele Stokes, ADA Compliance Specialist


Meeting convened at 6:35 P.M.
Public Appearances
Chair Mitchell called the meeting to order and invited members of the public to address the Commission. None accepted.
Agenda Item 1 - Consideration of Minutes:  MCDC March 6, 2014 Minutes (Motion Required)

The March 6, 2014 MCDC Minutes were approved with revisions, to include announcements  and closing motion names, with a motion made by Commissioner Ashburn and seconded by Commissioner Ringhofer. 
Agenda Item 2 – Accessible Parking Placard Workgroup

Possible Action/ Commissioner Kathleen Goode
This item was postponed until next month’s meeting, as presenter was not available to attend.
Agenda Item 3 – Disability Awards Event / Volunteer Assignments
Possible Action – Chair Ed Mitchell

Chair Mitchell indicated the following re the upcoming Disability Awards Event on April 28, 2014, 3:30 p.m. at the History Museum: 
1) Efforts are being made to have the food donated for this event. 

2) The number of TCC employees who used to facilitate preparations has been reduced and MCDC members are requested to volunteer. A description of each assignment was covered and the following Commissioners volunteered.

Registration:  
Diane Moran

Greeters:       
Paul Bennewitz and Jeff Oats (MCDC guest)

Ushers:                        Ed Mitchell

Ramp Assist:              Rachel Phillips

Hosts to Guests:        All available
Clean up:                    Diane Moran and Ed Mitchell
Discussion included a need to ensure that Greeters and Ushers help families sit together with awardees and that there are seats available for City Council members who attend as they have had to stand up in the back.  There is also a need to have Council members participate in some way. A suggestion was made by Vice Chair Phillips that perhaps Council Members could get involved by assisting awardees to the stage. Discussion included information that Greeters need to facilitate the seating of groups as well. Directions will be provided for assignments at the event.  Ramp assistants will need to ensure that youth don’t jump off the stage, as this happened last year.  
Agenda Item 4 – Disability Fair Discussion

Possible Action – Chair Ed Mitchell
Chair Mitchell is not available to commit to this endeavor, to the degree needed to ensure success, due to personal obligations. Vice Chair Phillips requested more information on the event, to see if it’s still possible to have it scheduled.  Discussion included that there are not enough MCDC members available to handle all the details of the event which include marketing, planning, communications, set up, accessibility and logistics. There is value in Tempe to having such an event; however the time frame right now it is not feasible. Vice Chair Phillips offered to do what is needed to make it happen if at all possible.  
A motion was made by Commissioner Ashburn to table the event planning until January 2015; and to begin to plan an event to occur during the month of October, 2015 – which is National Disability month. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Moran.  Motion carried.
Agenda Item 5 – Business Compliance Handout – Final Approval

Possible Action – Commissioner Martha Ashburn

Commissioner Ashburn said the “official” handout, dated 1/9/14, was not included in the packet given to the Commissioners.  Staff indicated that the “official” document had not been received prior to the meeting.  The issue discussed was that the current printed business hand out contained changes from the “official” handout and had not been listed as an actionable item when included in last month’s agenda. Commissioner Ashburn  requested that the “official” handout, which only had “miniature horses” added to the old business handout, be the version printed, as-is, so it reflects the intent of the MCDC when it was originally approved, due to changes in the state law. Commissioner Kader requested only one handout be referenced and included for approval next month. This item will be continued next month for approval of the final document, prior to printing.  

Agenda Item 6 -  March Tempe ADA Compliance Activity

Possible Action – ADA Compliance Specialist Michele Stokes

March highlights of Tempe disability access and ADA compliance activity were shared.  A few items from the handout were noted: 

ADA Emergency Preparedness information will be discussed later this month with the Fire Department.  This information is available in the ADA Tool Kit, Chapter 7, found at www.ADA.gov. Details will be provided in future months as to actions to be taken.

Special Event Task Force includes several events each month that benefit organizations serving people with disabilities. These events will be included in future highlights to the MCDC.

Development of an ADA Right of Way Request for Qualifications is in progress to provide ADA-required Self-Evaluation and Transition Plans for Tempe. This plan includes Rights-of-ways, parks and facilities. Staff requests that next month MCDC identify a commissioner to serve as a liaison in this effort.

El Paso Gas Line Easement Multi-use Path 60% plans were reviewed for ADA compliance. Plans include curb ramps, crosswalks and trail crossings for a half-mile extension of the existing path, which extends west from Rural Road into Kiwanis Park. Principal Planner Eric Iwersen requested to present information next month. 

Recommendation to improve accessibility of 2015 Unity Walk, on page 4 of the handout, will be forthcoming and information will be requested to improve access. Vice Chair Phillips requested that participants who had problems at the event should be contacted, if possible, to get direct information as to the concerns
Agenda Item 7 – MCDC listing in AZ Relay Friendly Partners Program

Possible Action – ADA Compliance Specialist Michele Stokes 

Lee Sams presented on the Arizona Relay System in January and requested approval for the MCDC to be listed on their website as a “Friendly Partner” who has received this training.  Discussion brought forward included whether the MCDC had the right to be listed or would risk speaking on behalf of the city and abridging authority.  Motion offered by Vice Chair Phillips to approve, yet motion failed due to lack of a second. Staff will contact Lee Sams with this information. 

Commissioner’s Announcements
Vice Chair Phillips announced that May 2nd and 3rd are the dates of ABIL’s Health and Wellness Fair which will be at the Disability Empowerment Center.  Information is available on line, should anyone be interested. 
Commissioner Bennewitz said he was delighted with the staff Highlights that detailed activity conducted by the department regarding ADA. In the past, little information was available and he appreciates the reports. Vice Chair Phillips agreed.

Next MCDC Meeting – May 1, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

Tempe Public Library, 2nd Floor Board room, 

3500 S. Rural Road, Tempe, Arizona

Staff Stokes announced topics to be included on the May 2014 agenda: 
El Paso Gas Line Easement Multi-use Path 
By Public Works Principal Planner Eric Iwersen 
Overview of the Transportation Master Plan 
By Neighborhood Program Manager Shauna Warner
Request for a MCDC liaison for the ADA Transition Plan efforts 
By ADA Compliance Specialist Michele Stokes 

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Chair Mitchell; Seconded by Commissioner Ringhofer; Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Prepared by: Michele Stokes 
Reviewed by: Rosa Inchausti

__________________________________

Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director

