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                                         MINUTES
Commission on Disability Concerns
November 7, 2013
__________________________________________________________________________________

Minutes of the Commission on Disability Concerns held on Thursday, November 7, 2013 at 6:30 PM in the Tempe Library, 3500 S. Rural Road, 2nd floor Conference Room

MEMBERS Present:  				Members Absent:	
	Ed Mitchell (Chair)
Sarah Kader
Diane Moran
Rachel Phillips
Tom Ringhofer
Paul Bennewitz
Martha Ashburn
Ben Campbell

	Carolyn Hutchens
Robert Kizere
Kathleen Goode 
Irene Mochel 



Staff: 
Peter Fischer, City of Tempe ADA Compliance Specialist

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m. by Ed Mitchell

Agenda Item 1 -- Public Appearances
Jeffrey Oates

Agenda Item 2 -- Consideration of Meeting Minutes
10/03/13 Draft Commission Minutes. Corrections were made to two attendee’s status, Mr. Kizere was noted as absent; Mr. Bennewitz was noted as present.
Motion by Commissioner Phillips to approve the Meeting Minutes for October 3, 2013 seconded by Commissioner Moran and approved unanimously.

Agenda Item 3 – Presentation regarding the Broadway Rd. Pedestrian/Bike Improvements Project: Eric Iverson 
Eric Iverson returned for an update and to receive additional feedback from the Commission.  Mr. Iverson stated that there was a public meeting two weeks earlier that went well.  On November 21 the plan will go to City Council for approval on design and lane removal and then detailed construction documents will be developed.  Broadway Road has seen a decrease in traffic in the past 15 years, largely due to public transit use and freeway construction.  Construction documents have not been started yet.  Mr. Iverson will return to the Commission for further feedback as the project progresses.

Concerns of the Commissioners: 
Q: Will there be use of olive trees in the design?
A: There will be no Olive Trees; the design is only considering drought tolerant, low water use, native species.  

Q: Will the new lighting be effective, bright enough?
A: New lighting poles and replacement of old poles is anticipated for increased street and pedestrian lighting. 
 
Q: During construction will there be an alternate route if sidewalk is closed?  
A: Yes, an alternate path of travel is required, and will be addressed throughout the construction process.

Q: Chairman Mitchell is concerned over the conflict between wheelchairs and bikes on sidewalks, how is this being addressed along Broadway?
A: The proposed design includes construction of a bike line and the sidewalk will be wider than minimum standards.
  
Agenda Item 4 – Business Compliance Handout amendment to match a change in Arizona State Law
Recently, the Governor signed a bill that miniature horses are now allowable as service animals, in parallel with the U.S. DOJ update. The City of Tempe Business Handout needs to be updated to reflect this addition.  Peter Fischer will communicate this information to Rosa Inchausti regarding this issue.  An update will be given at the next meeting.  

Agenda Item 5 – Mayor’s Annual Report Summary – Develop.  Possible Action Required
Chairmen Mitchell will develop this report with Rosa Inchausti, and will provide a written statement to update the Mayor regarding the 2013 Mayors Commission on Disability Concern’s activities, events, and other concerns. 

Agenda Item 6 – 2014 MCDC Strategic Planning.  Discussion led by Ed Mitchell and City Staff.
The Commision discuassed goals and activities that they would like to address as part of their 2014 year.

· Continued involvement with the Disability Awards ceremony
· Continued progress with the ADA Task Force
· Create and implement a Disability Awareness Expo/ Fair
· Create a Mayor’s Commission on Disability Concerns Youth Board/program
· Encourage the City and all new Commissioners to attend an “Orientation” program 
· On-going Community Outreach and Development of the Mayor’s Commission on Disability Concerns

Agenda Item 7 – Accessible Parking and the Two Placard System Update and discussion 
This item has been tabled to a later date, TBD.

Agenda Item 8 – Commissioner Announcements
· Commissioner Philips will send information about the CRPD to City Staff who will distribute it to the Commission.  
· The December 5th meeting will be partly a social gathering, with a limited agenda.  
· The regularly scheduled January 2nd meeting will be moved to January 9th to avoid holiday schedule conflicts.  
· Peter Fischer, City of Tempe staff, express that he is resigning his position and will dearly miss the camaraderie of this Commission.

Adjournment:
Meeting adjourned at 7:34 PM 
According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Commission may only discuss matters listed on the agenda.  The City of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  Persons with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations with a minimum of 5 business days advance notice by calling 480-350-2704 (voice) or 480-350-2750 (TTY)    
 




For those of you who may not be able to attend the next Commission meeting in person, please remember that you can "officially attend" by calling in to the conference call function.  To do so, please call 480-350-8988.  You will be prompted to enter your 6 digit conference call access code; please enter 008988.  You will hear two quick beeps and hear the message welcoming you to the conference call.  At this point you should be able to speak into the phone and get a live response from the Board room audience.  I try to get this conference call set-up by 6:20 p.m. each meeting night.  If for some reason you are unsuccessful in getting connected, please call Ed Mitchell at 602-524-2124. 
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