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                                         MINUTES

Commission on Disability Concerns
August 1, 2013
__________________________________________________________________________________
Minutes of the Commission on Disability Concerns held on Thursday, August 1, 2013 at 6:30 PM in the Tempe Library, 3500 S. Rural Road, 2nd floor Conference Room
MEMBERS Present:  



Members Absent:


Ed Mitchell







Carolyn Hutchens

Irene Mochel (by phone)

Rachel Phillips

Diane Moran 

Robert Kizere

Martha Ashburn

Ben Campbell

Tom Ringhofer

Staff: Peter Fischer, City of Tempe ADA Compliance Specialist

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Ed Mitchell
Agenda Item 1 -- Public Appearances

None 
Agenda Item 2 -- Consideration of Meeting

Due to inaccuracies there were three sets of minutes to re-review and approve.  Motion to accept April 4, 2013 minutes by Diane Moran, seconded by Martha Ashburn.  Motion Carried.  Motion to accept May 2nd  minutes by Martha Ashburn, seconded by Ben Campbell.  Motion carried.  Motion to accept June 6th, 2013 minutes by Robert Kizere, seconded by Carolyn Hutchens.  Motion carried.  
Agenda Item 3 – Task Force on Diability 2014  - 

Motion to ratify action taken at the 5/2/13 meeting by Carolyn Hutchens, seconded by Robert Kizere.  Motion carried with no opposition.  

Agenda Item 4 – Introduction of Peter Fischer, ADA Compliance Specialist

Peter has been hired as the ADA Compliance Specialist for the City of Tempe.  He has a background in architecture and graduated from Arizona State University in 2000.  His hope for this commission is to encourage volunteers to dictate this group with his guidance and not vice-versa.   

Agenda Item 5 – Citizen Presentation by Alexis Read, Arizona State University Disability Services and Tempe Citizen.  Topic: White Cane Awareness Day
After being struck twice in a public crosswalk located at the Mill and Baseline intersection and residing to asking for rides from others rather than independently traveling through Tempe, Alexis Read has been working to educate the public and Tempe Police Department on the need for audible signals at the four corners of this intersection and the rights of those with disabilities to be able to cross safely. Deciding to be more proactive, Alexis Read is looking to expand that idea to conduct a public ad campaign to increase the education of the Tempe Police Department and the public in general with a media campaign titled “White Can Awareness Day”.  This campaign has been successful in other parts of the country and Alexis is looking for assistance and support to launch this in Tempe.  Commission is looking to incorporate this event with the October Disability Fair plans (Agenda item #7).  October is Blindness Awareness month. Proposed day is October 15, 2013 with the location to be close to the Mill and Baseline intersection.  Goal is to increase awareness with special events.  Martha Ashburn made a motion to contact a lions club member regarding assisting with hosting (i.e. providing tee shirts, etc. sponsoring) and/or participating in White Can Awareness Day, Robert Kizere seconded.  Motion passed.    

Agenda Item 6 – Accessible Parking and the Two Placard System update and discussion led by Kathleen Goode 

This item is tabled to September 2013.      

Agenda Item 7 – October Disability Fair for the City of Tempe

In an effort to increase awareness and the presence and outreach to those with disabilities in the City of Tempe, it was suggested that this commission look at hosting a Disability Fair in October 2013.  The goal is to increase a connection between people in need with the services already being provided that they may not be aware of.  Motion to move ahead with planning this event by Rachel Phillips, seconded by Irene Mochel.  Motion passed with no opposition.  
Agenda Item 8 – Election of Officers for July 13 to June 14

Motion to table discussion related to the terms of the Commission by Rachel Phillips, seconded by Ben Campbell.  Motion passed with one opposed.  
Agenda Item 8 – Commissioners’ Announcements

Ed Mitchell asked that this Commission reach out to members of Tempe who may want to serve on this commission.  

Rachel Phillips is volunteering at Arizona Talking Book and Braille Library.  Finds this very informative and rewarding.   

Adjournment:

Meeting adjourned at 7:56 PM - motion by Tom Ringhofer, seconded by Rachel Phillips.  Unanimous consent of the Commission Members present and by phone.


For those of you who may not be able to attend the next Commission meeting in person, please remember that you can "officially attend" by calling in to the conference call function.  To do so, please call 480-350-8988.  You will be prompted to enter your 6 digit conference call access code; please enter 008988.  You will hear two quick beeps and hear the message welcoming you to the conference call.  At this point you should be able to speak into the phone and get a live response from the Board room audience.  I try to get this conference call set-up by 6:20 p.m. each meeting night.  If for some reason you are unsuccessful in getting connected, please call Ed Mitchell at 602-524-2124. 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Commission may only discuss matters listed on the agenda.  The City of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  Persons with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations with a minimum of 5 business days advance notice by calling 480-350-2704 (voice) or 480-350-2750 (TTY)    


 















