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                                         MINUTES

Commission on Disability Concerns
June 6, 2013
__________________________________________________________________________________
Minutes of the Commission on Disability Concerns held on Thursday, June 6, 2013 at 6:30 PM in the Tempe Library, 3500 S. Rural Road, 2nd floor Conference Room
MEMBERS Present:  



Members Absent:

Ed Mitchell





Martha Ashburn
Paul Bennewitz




Ben Campbell
Carolyn Hutchens

Irene Mochel (by phone)
Rachel Phillips
Kathleen Goode (by phone)

Sarah Kader
Robert Kizere

Diane Moran (by phone)

Tom Ringhofer

Staff: Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Ed Mitchell
Agenda Item 1 -- Public Appearances

None
Agenda Item 2 -- Consideration of Meeting
Minutes reviewed.  Motion to accept May 2, 2013 minutes with the following corrections:  Sarah Kader was present at the May meeting.  The meeting was held on 5/2/13 not 5/5/13 and on Agenda Item #5 should read “of” not “fo” motion by Ben Campbell and seconded by Robert Kizare – approved by unanimous vote.
Agenda Item 3 – General Plan 2040 Presentation  - 
Nancy Ryan, Tempe Project Management Coordinator for the City of Tempe presented a power point of the General Plan 2040 Review to date.  This presentation explains why a general plan is necessary, how it shapes the future of Tempe moving forward and how community groups have been involved.  It is planned that this document will be presented to the City Council in October.  The General Plan Committees will continue to seek input from the public from June to October.  It is also the hope that this General Plan will be sent to the voters in May of 2014.  There will be an opportunity to see the document on line and for members of the public to fill out a comment card online as well.  
Agenda Item 4 – Parking and a Two Placecard System
Commissioner Kathleen Goode presented an article from the Los Angeles Times (http://articles.latimes.com/2012/oct/22) related to a more stringent rule set for placards for meter parking for people with disabilities.  This was introduced after a study showed the ease in which an able bodied person can receive a placard for extended period of time.  Having a two placard system allows for better criteria in determining actual need for a placard and more importantly the length of time.  Commissioner Goode recommended that the commission request assistance from the ASU economic studies students to examine the saturation of these placards in Arizona and or Tempe.  She will approach the ASU professors and report back in August. 

Agenda Item 5 – Task Force on Disability for 2014
This commission is seeking members to join Paul Bennewitz and Martha Ashburn to review the 2004 Disability Task Force report and discuss steps needed to move forward to reconvene this Task Force for 2014.  Rosa will contact the members interested and will set a date to meet in the near future.  To date the members interested are Robert Kizere, Paul Bennewitz, Martha Ashburn, Ed Mitchell, Rachel Phillips and Carolyn Hutchens.  
Agenda Item 6 – Tempe ADA Brochure for Businesses  
Rosa distributed the final draft of the ADA Brochure that will be handed out to businesses in Tempe.  The changes requested by this commission in May were taken into consideration and applied to the final draft.  If there are further questions, comments or concerns, please email Rosa asap.      
Agenda Item 7 – Staffing for Accessibility for the City of Tempe
Peter Fisher has been appointed the Part Time Accessibility Specialist with the City of Tempe.  Peter will attend the meeting in August.
Agenda Item 8 – Commissioners’ Announcements

Tom Ringhofer expressed his thanks to the Diversity Office for assisting to resolve the lack of accessibility with a recently placed mailbox at the Fry’s Market on Mill and Southern.  Also, with an uneven sidewalk on Southern just South of the Walmart.
Adjournment:

Meeting adjourned at 7:56 PM - motion by Robert Kizere, seconded by Paul Bennewitz.  Unanimous consent of the Commission Members present and by phone.

For those of you who may not be able to attend the next Commission meeting in person, please remember that you can "officially attend" by calling in to the conference call function.  To do so, please call 480-350-8988.  You will be prompted to enter your 6 digit conference call access code; please enter 008988.  You will hear two quick beeps and hear the message welcoming you to the conference call.  At this point you should be able to speak into the phone and get a live response from the Board room audience.  I try to get this conference call set-up by 6:20 p.m. each meeting night.  If for some reason you are unsuccessful in getting connected, please call Ed Mitchell at 602-524-2124. 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Commission may only discuss matters listed on the agenda.  The City of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  Persons with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations with a minimum of 5 business days advance notice by calling 480-350-2704 (voice) or 480-350-2750 (TTY)    


 















