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                                         MINUTES

Commission on Disability Concerns
May 2, 2013
____________________________________________________________________________________
Minutes of the Commission on Disability Concerns held on Thursday, May 2, 2013 at 6:30 PM in the Tempe Library, 3500 S. Rural Road, 2nd floor Conference Room
MEMBERS Present:  



Members Absent:

Martha Ashburn




Ben Campbell

Paul Bennewitz




Robert Kizere
Kathleen Goode




Diane Moran

Carolyn Hutchens





Sarah Kader

Ed Mitchell






Irene Mochel

Rachel Phillips
Tom Ringhofer














Staff: Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Ed Mitchell
Agenda Item 1 -- Public Appearances

None
Agenda Item 2 -- Consideration of Meeting
Minutes reviewed.  Motion to accept  April 4, 2013 minutes by Tom Ringhofer, seconded by Irene Mochel – approved by unanimous vote.
Agenda Item 3 – Review of Disability Awards - 
Commissioners who attended the Ceremony reported that Tom Ringhofer’s Keynote address was great.  There was a request to get a copy of this speech and incorporate his message related to universal design into this Commissions purpose/mission statement.  Jay Scherotter (Human Relations Commission) emailed Rosa to state how impressed he was with the awards and the culmination of “older members and younger members of the community” coming together.  
Recommendation to get the news stations involved in future endeavors.

Recommendation to have speaker at beginning rather than the end of the event.

Agenda Item 4 – Task Force on Disability 2014
Discussion related to reconvening the Disability Task Force for 2014 and presenting the re-cap of the 2004 Report and how this commission can assist with moving forward in 2014 with new report to Council.  Motion by Martha Ashburn to have members of this commission prepare a re-cap of the 2004 report and submit to City Council in June 2013, seconded by Irene Mochel.  Motion passed with one opposed.  
Agenda Item 5 –Update on status of meeting with Larry Clausen from City of Phoenix
There are grant opportunities that could benefit the City of Tempe with regards to assisting those with disabilities.  These grants will be available in July and August. The Diversity Office will look into these grants to decide if they are feasible, as this commission is not able to apply for any grants on behalf of the City of Tempe.  
Agenda Item 6 – Update on staffing for Accessibility  
Rosa reported that the Accessibility Position within the City of Tempe will be posted.  It is a 20-hour a week position and is a temporary assignment.    
Agenda Item 7 – General Plan 2040 update
Transportation was a large discussion point in this past meeting.  Looking at creating transportation hubs in strip malls that are not fully utilized to allow people to pick up the bus/orbit/taxi/Dial A Ride, etc.
Agenda Item 8 – Tempe Senior Health and Wellness Expo Recap

Rachel Phillips reported that the Health and Wellness Expo was a success. The commissioners handed out the ‘Vial of Life’ vials to interested parties.  Rosa stated that the Diversity Office has additional vials stored at the Fire Prevention Office.        
Agenda Item 9 – Tempe ADA Brouchure for Businesses
The ADA Brochure is back from the City graphic designer.  Suggestions were made from the committee to print on double-sided paper and use larger print and possibly utilize bullet points.  Suggestions will be brought back to the graphic designer and re-presented to this commission in June      

Agenda Item 9 – Commissioners’ Announcements

Tom Ringhofer expressed his concern with the mailbox at Mill and Southern in the Fry’s parking lot.  This mailbox was recently moved and is now not accessible for persons in wheelchairs.  

Signs at Kiwanis Park (ADA signs) are missing.  

College Avenueis still a barrier to persons in wheelchairs. 
Adjournment:

Meeting adjourned at 7:57 PM - motion by Irene Mochel, seconded by Paul Bennewitz.  Unanimous consent of the Commission Members present.

For those of you who may not be able to attend the next Commission meeting in person, please remember that you can "officially attend" by calling in to the conference call function.  To do so, please call 480-350-8988.  You will be prompted to enter your 6 digit conference call access code; please enter 008988.  You will hear two quick beeps and hear the message welcoming you to the conference call.  At this point you should be able to speak into the phone and get a live response from the Board room audience.  I try to get this conference call set-up by 6:20 p.m. each meeting night.  If for some reason you are unsuccessful in getting connected, please call Ed Mitchell at 602-524-2124. 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Commission may only discuss matters listed on the agenda.  The City of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  Persons with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations with a minimum of 5 business days advance notice by calling 480-350-2704 (voice) or 480-350-2750 (TTY)    


 















