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                                         MINUTES

Commission on Disability Concerns
March 7, 2013
__________________________________________________________________________________
Minutes of the Commission on Disability Concerns held on Thursday, March 7, 2013 at 6:30 PM in the Tempe Library, 3500 S. Rural Road, 2nd floor Conference Room
MEMBERS Present:  



Members Absent:

Martha Ashburn




Ben Campbell 

Paul Bennewitz




Adam Dregley

Kathleen Goode




Tom Ringhofer
Carolyn Hutchens

Sarah Kader

Robert Kizere

Ed Mitchell











Irene Mochel

Diane Moran (by telephone)

Rachel Phillips
Staff: Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director


Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Ed Mitchell
Agenda Item 1 -- Public Appearances

None
Agenda Item 2 -- Consideration of Meeting
Minutes reviewed.  Motion to accept February 7, 2013 minutes by Irene Mochel seconded by Paul Bennewitz – approved by unanimous vote.
Agenda Item 3 – Discussion of role of Commission regarding Transportation related to awareness and advocacy
Discussion related to identifying and assisting with distributing pricing list and transportation options to the disabled community in Tempe.  Looking at various advocacy efforts for transportation across city boundaries (i.e. non-medical transportation from Tempe to Phoenix requires a transfer).  Valley Metro representative will be invited to future meeting to discuss how information regarding pricing, options, etc. is currently being disseminated to consumers.  Rosa will contact Valley Metro to invite to present at this meeting in the future. 

Agenda Item 4 – Discussion and follow up to Developmental Disabilities Planning Council presentation 

Commission looking at how to bring agencies together to help develop relationships increase awareness of services.  Commission discussed  hosting the Phoenix Commission and other neighboring cities for a Regional Meeting of Disability Commissions.  Suggestion of hosting this meeting in October to coincide with Disability Awareness Month.  Martha Ashburn motioned that Rosa contact neighboring cities to invite to a regional meeting in October, Rachel Phillips seconded – motion passed with unanimous vote.

Agenda Item 5 – 2004 Task Force on Disability Concern Update and Preparation for new Task Force on Disability Concern Report
Discussion regarding 2004 Report and the feeling of this Commission that a new task force be solicited to update this report featuring accomplishments and future needs.  Conversation yielded recommendation from the Commission to the City Council to allow Diversity Director to reach out to previous 04 Task Force members to review outcomes and incorporate the 2014 ADA survey of City of Tempe Facilities into a future task force report.  Kathleen Goode motioned that this Commission make a recommendation to the City Council to re-convene a Task Force for Disability Concerns in 2014, seconded by Paul Bennewitz – motion passed with unanimous vote.  

Agenda Item 6 -2040 General Plan update 
General Plan Committee continues to solicit input from members of community.  
Agenda Item 7 – 25th Anniversary of the Tempe Mayor’s Disability Awards Ceremony

Gabrielle Giffords is unable to attend the event.  Awards committee is still looking for key note speaker.  Reminder that this event is April 25th  from 3:30 – 5:00 at the Tempe Historical Museum– all Commissioners are encouraged to attend.   
Agenda Item 8 – Tempe Senior Health and Wellness Expo April 2013
Commission will have a table at this event (April 11, 2013 from 8 am to Noon). Rachel Phillips will man the table for the event.  Any other commissioners that can assist are encouraged to contact Rachel.    

Agenda Item 9 – Tempe ADA Brochure for Businesses 
Commissioner Martha Ashburn presented idea to present new businesses in Tempe a tri-fold brochure of informational material related to current ADA regulations, service animals, accessible parking and special space requirements.  Possible distribution possibilities are in the tax/license office, realtors in Tempe, Chamber of Commerce.
Agenda Item 10 –Sensitivity to Scents in Meetings

Motion from Martha Ashburn to declare future Commission on Disability Concerns meetings a Scent Free Meeting, seconded Rober Kizere – motion passed with unanimous vote.   
Agenda Item 11 – Commissioners’ Announcements

 Ed Mitchell expressed his disappointment with some officials related to the Apache Trails Community project and would like to discuss similar projects that are beneficial to the City and the community as a whole.  
Adjournment:

Meeting adjourned at 7:57 PM - motion by Irene Mochel, seconded by Diane Moran.  Unanimous consent of the Commission Members present.

For those of you who may not be able to attend the next Commission meeting in person, please remember that you can "officially attend" by calling in to the conference call function.  To do so, please call 480-350-8988.  You will be prompted to enter your 6 digit conference call access code; please enter 008988.  You will hear two quick beeps and hear the message welcoming you to the conference call.  At this point you should be able to speak into the phone and get a live response from the Board room audience.  I try to get this conference call set-up by 6:20 p.m. each meeting night.  If for some reason you are unsuccessful in getting connected, please call Ed Mitchell at 602-524-2124. 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Commission may only discuss matters listed on the agenda.  The City of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  Persons with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations with a minimum of 5 business days advance notice by calling 480-350-2704 (voice) or 480-350-2750 (TTY)    


 















