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                                         MINUTES

Commission on Disability Concerns
December 6, 2012

__________________________________________________________________________________
Minutes of the Commission on Disability Concerns held on Thursday, December 6, 2012 at 6:30 PM in the Tempe Library, 3500 S. Rural Road, 2nd floor Conference Room
MEMBERS Present:  



Members Excused Absence:


Chair: Ed Mitchell




Chelsea Chamberlain

Vice-Chair: Martha Ashburn 




Secretary: Rachel Phillips





Ben Campbell 




Public Guests:
Adam Dregely




None






Sarah Kader







Tom Ringhofer  

Diane Moran

Irene Mochel

Via Phone: Carlyon Hutchins











Staff: Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director



Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:47 p.m. by Chairman Mitchell.
Agenda Item 1 -- Public Appearances

No public guests were present.
Agenda Item 2 -- Consideration of Meeting
The minutes of the meetings of November 1, 2012, were reviewed and unanimously approved as presented.  

Agenda Item 3—Update on Meeting with Larry Clausen

Rosa Inchausti and Ed Mitchell met with Larry Clausen to discuss possible grant funding through the Developmental Disabilities Planning Council.  Will meet again in February; discuss planning a conference for Disability Commissions around the State.

Agenda Item 4 – Services that Need to be Reviewed

The Flour Mill is not accessible.  Commissioner Kader inquired how we can ensure Tempe City locations to be accessible from the beginning.  Rosa will check with Community Development on accessibility of the building.
Agenda Item 5 – Update on Disability Awards

Commission is trying to secure use of the Tempe Center for the Arts for the awards ceremony.  The biggest expense is the in-house catering though there is no charge to use the venue.  The next meeting is on December 15.  This will be the 25th awards ceremony so the Commission hopes to make it special.

Agenda Item 6 – Review of Transit Session on November 11th
Commissioner Phillips reported that she was not hired as a driver and is confused as to why.  Total Transit is going to take over Violia in June, there will be a new contact.  Commissioner Hutchins reported that she liked the presentation and thinks they have been more responsive.  Communication is still an issue when there system goes down.  Commissioner Mochel reported that Total Transit has provided more timely service than Dial-A-Ride.  Chairmen Mitchell reiterates that transfer issues are still a problem, Phoenix is the one that is holding back; suggests this may be an issue for the Commission alliance to take on.
Agenda Item 7 – Future Agenda Items
Commissioner Ashburn reported that there is a parking issue at the Basha’s on Warner and Mcclintock.  The handicapped parking spots were blocked with tables.  She spoke to the manager and gave them her card and the city ordinance.  The Commission discussed that we should maybe put together a brochure for new and existing businesses through the Chamber of Commerce on the relevant parking ordinances.  Commissioner Ashburn offered to draft language for the brochure.  Commission also discussed inviting property managers to a Commission meeting.
Agenda Item 8 – Staffing and Support for Disability Services

Karl is out until the end of February and then will decide what to do next.  Rosa will work with the Commission through then, if Karl does not return, City will hire a new person for the position.

Agenda Item 9 – Commissioner’s Announcements
Commissioner Phillips mentioned the CRPD, will pass along information.  Rosa brought up the general plan for 2040 – Commission has been asked to give input.
Adjournment:

Meeting adjourned at 7:44 PM by unanimous consent of the Commission Members.

For those of you who may not be able to attend the next Commission meeting in person, please remember that you can "officially attend" by calling in to the conference call function.  To do so, please call 480-350-8988.  You will be prompted to enter your 6 digit conference call access code; please enter 008988.  You will hear two quick beeps and hear the message welcoming you to the conference call.  At this point you should be able to speak into the phone and get a live response from the Board room audience.  I try to get this conference call set-up by 6:20 p.m. each meeting night.  If for some reason you are unsuccessful in getting connected, please call Ed Mitchell at 602-524-2124. 
According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Commission may only discuss matters listed on the agenda.  The City of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  Persons with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations with a minimum of 5 business days advance notice by calling 480-350-2704 (voice) or 480-350-2750 (TTY)    


 















