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Commission on Disability Concerns

Thursday, August 16, 2012 at 6:30 p.m.

Tempe Library 2nd Floor Board Room

MINUTES
Public Appearances:  The Commission on Disability Concerns welcomes public comment at this time only for items listed on this agenda. There is a three-minute time limit per citizen.  

Meeting called to order: 6:40 p.m.
No members of the public present.

(MEMBERS) Present:  Ed Mitchell, Martha Ashburn, Tom Ringhofer, Rachel Phillips, Adam Dregely, Chelsea Chamberlain, Sarah Kader, Diane Moran, Irene Mochel
(MEMBERS)  Excused Absence:  Ben Campbell
(MEMBERS)  Unexcused Absence: Jolene De Tiege, Carolyn Hutchens, Nora Nuñez
1. Consideration of Meeting Minutes: 050312 Draft Commission Minutes.

Motion to approve May 2012 Draft Minutes; Martha Ashburn/Sarah Kader; unanimous approval.  

2. Request  by Rosa Inchausti:  The Commission has been asked to take the lead in conducting a survey of the citizens of Tempe in order to identify the number and type of disabilities within the City limits. Report by Ed Mitchell of meeting with David Coon of ASU.  
Ed gave a short introduction of Dr. David Coon and his interest in assisting with a survey of the Tempe disability community.  Dr. Coon works with many community organizations throughout the state and the valley regarding the social and medical aspects of living with permanent disabilities. He will get back together with us in the near future to refine 
the type of data that we might need for this project.

3. Election of officers for the Commission on Disability Concerns for 2012 –2013.
Motion by Rachel Phillips/Tom Ringhofer to nominate and vote for 2012 Officers and have them take over immediately; approved unanimously.  Martha: Call for nominations.  Irene Mochel moves for slate of candidates as follows:  Ed Mitchell-Chair; Martha Ashburn-Vice Chair; Rachel Phillips-Secretary.  Second by Tom Ringhofer.  Vote by Proclamation for slate of candidates; unanimous by all present, none opposed. 
4. Commissioners’ issues and concern for the August  agenda:
A. Commissioner Kader’s voting project.  Discussion whether there is still time to work on a project at this late date to assist in voter registration for people with disabilities in Tempe.  Several Commissioners contributed information about non-partisan programs currently available.  Ultimately the discussion lead to the decision that this idea needs to be pursued earlier in a year in which voting takes place.
B. Annual Report.  Each Commissioner was sent a copy of the Draft Annual Report created by Martha Ashburn.  After some discussion and a motion by Tom Ringhofer/Sarah Kader, a unanimous vote sends the report to City Council as the 2011/12 Annual Report for the Tempe Mayor’s Commission on Disability Concerns.
C. Commissioner Ashburn’s presentation on what the Commission can and cannot do.   Commissioner Ashburn distributed a document that she had previously discussed regarding the responsibilities of Board and Commission members.  This involves the processes during official meetings, emails, public forums, etc.  Not everyone received the previous materials so efforts will be made to be sure that this discussion occurs again at another upcoming meeting as well.  The effort is to be sure that all members are very certain of their responsibilities.
5. Presentations of Interest for Commissioners:

a) Downtown Parking Update:  Ed Mitchell & Karl Stephens
b) Options for accessible housing for Senior citizens, Workforce Program, Section 8 participants and citizens with disabilities: Ed Mitchell and Martha Ashburn.

1) Universal Design and Visitability Code proposal.

2) Housing Projects that are fully accessible pending approval: Gracie’s Village and The Villas At South Bank. Update on the status of Gracie’s Village.  No new information at this time.
c) Social Media and Commission on Disabilities Concern Website:  Jolene de Tiege, Chelsea Chamberlain and Adam Dregely.  No new information at this time.
d) College Avenue Accessibility:  Karl Stephens
No new information at this time.
e) Challenge Tempe Politicians to experience disabilities for a day and describe what they learned.  Discussion regarding whether any of the Tempe Council Members or the Mayor may be willing to participate in a Disability Sensitivity Training as part of the October Disability Awareness event, perhaps in partnership with the annual event at ASU Disability Resource Center.  Karl will pursue.   
6. Future presentations by Tempe Departments.
7. Commissioners’ issues and concern for future Agenda. 

Motion by Martha Ashburn/Irene Mochel to meet October 4, 2012 at the Disability Empowerment Center, 5025 E. Washington St., Phoenix, AZ, at 6:30 p.m., with a 7:30 p.m. tour of the new Fitness Center to follow.  Unanimous vote to approve this motion.
8. Announcements by Commissioners that are of Community Interest.

9. Adjourn:  7:45 pm
 
According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Commission may only discuss matters listed on the agenda.  The City of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  Persons with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations with a minimum of 5 business days advance notice by calling 480-350-2704 (voice) or 480-350-2750 (TTY)    


 












