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Minutes of the HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION held on Tuesday, October 9, 2012,
6:00 P.M. at City Hall, 3rd Floor Conference Room, 31 East Fifth Street, Tempe, Arizona.
(MEMBERS) Present:
(MEMBERS) Absent:


Hannah Auckland
Belinda Chiu



Don Calender
Florence Boyle


Kathy Dietz
Josephine Vega     


Armando Espinoza
Dr. Patricia Young  


Peter Hodgson
 
Isabel Hochhaus
Frank Morales


Jay Scherotter


Thaddeus Swiecki   
Diversity Staff Present:
Guests Present:

Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director
none

Dee Hodson, Diversity Office Assistant


Meeting convened at 6:05 P.M.
Commissioner Espinoza called the meeting to order and invited members of the public to address the Commission. 

Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances

None

Agenda Item 2 – Consideration of Minutes
September 8, 2012, HRC Commission Minutes

Motion made by Commissioner Calender to ACCEPT minutes.

Second by Commissioner Morales.

Minutes unanimously APPROVED
Agenda Item 3 – Strategic Planning Meeting Review – Armando Espinoza  
Commissioner Espinoza referenced the revised strategic plan now entitled the Tempe Human Relations Commission Structure for 2012.  Commissioner Calender asked if the Mayor and City Council would see the revised document.  Rosa explained the Mayor and City Council would be aware of the revised document via the minutes from the September 8, 2012 HRC meeting.  Commissioners agreed the approved document should be forwarded to the Mayor and City Council along with Commissioner Espinoza’s request to create the Subcommittee for Development of Emerging Issues.

Motion:  Commissioner Dietz moved to accept the revised Tempe Human Relations Commission Structure for 2012 as printed.
Second:  Commissioner Calender

Motion Unanimously Approved

Agenda Item 4 – Regional HRC Meeting Review – Armando Espinoza
Commissioner Espinoza asked for comments from Commissioners who attended last month’s Regional Human Relations Commission meeting in Gilbert.  Commissioners Hochhaus and Calender thanked Commissioner Espinoza for his informative presentation regarding unconscious biases at the Regional meeting.  Commissioners agreed Commissioner Espinoza’s presentation would be a worthy repeat in the future. 

Commissioner Calender expressed confusion regarding the focus of Gilbert’s Human Relations Commission, adding they seemed more like a community outreach group.  Commissioner Espinoza said Gilbert’s HRC seemed more reactive versus Tempe’s proactive approach and emphasis on strategic planning.  Commissioner Dietz asked for clarification on Gilbert’s HRC status.  Rosa explained Gilbert’s HRC had recently combined with the arts to create the Gilbert Human Relations, Culture and Arts Promotion Commission.  Rosa reported Gilbert Police Officer Joe Marin recently attended Tempe’s Gay Straight Alliance meeting.  Officer Marin is the newly appointed Diversity Liaison for the Town of Gilbert.  Commissioner Dietz asked about inviting Gilbert to attend a Tempe HRC meeting.  Commissioner Espinoza suggested reciprocating by attending Gilbert’s commission meeting.  Commissioners agreed there was a possible mentoring relationship with Gilbert.  Rosa offered to extend an invitation to Gilbert’s HRC. 

Agenda Item 5 – Arizona Accord Update – Armando Espinoza

Commissioner Espinoza called the commissioner’s attention to the revised Arizona Accord explaining some of the changes stemmed from his meeting with Mayor Mitchell.  Commissioner Dietz asked for an update on the follow-up meeting with Mayor Mitchell which had been discussed at the September HRC meeting.  Commissioner Espinoza explained that Mayor Mitchell expressed the desire to speak to colleagues and meet with the East Valley Patriots before meeting again about the Arizona Accord.  Commissioner Dietz inquired about commissioners lobbying directly with individual Council members.  As private citizens commissioners are always welcome to speak to Council Members.

Commissioner Swiecki expressed his concern with the first principle, Federal Solutions.  Commissioner Auckland explained the State could pass legislation but might be not be able to enforce that same legislation if the Federal courts found it to be unconstitutional.  

Motion:  Commissioner Calender moved to accept the revised Arizona Accord as printed.
Second:  Commissioner Dietz

Motion Approved:  Nine to one

Agenda Item 6 – Immigration Education Update – Armando Espinoza

Commissioner Espinoza spoke of watching the Republican and Democratic Conventions.  Keynote speakers, Julian Castro and Marco Rubio, incorporated overlapping themes with the Hispanic community especially when speaking about the importance of family and education opportunities.

Agenda Item 7 – Diversity Dialogue Update – Rosa Inchausti

A. MLK Speaker Selection Meeting, October 11, 2012, 5:30-6:30pm at Tempe Library Board Room – Commissioners Chiu, Scherotter, Young, Vega, Boyle and Hochhaus.  Rosa asked commissioners to e-mail speaker suggestions to Ginny.
B. Tardeada, Sunday, October 14, 2012, Noon – 8pm at Tempe Community Complex (SW corner of Southern and Rural).  Rosa encouraged commissioners to attend the Tardeada and enjoy the stage program at 3:30pm.  

C. Who’s Your Neighbor, Mormon Faith – Wednesday, December 5, 2012 at Noon in Tempe City Council Chambers

D. SAVE THE DATE – MLK Brunch, Monday, January 21, 2013.  Commissioner Scherotter asked about the current MLK sponsorship amount and if the brunch would be kept inexpensive.  Rosa explained the commissioners would be the ones to decide the cost of the event with financial information provided by Ginny.  It was noted the event began as a relatively expensive $60.00 per person dinner before the HRC decided to move to a more community oriented event.  

Rosa announced that Nikki Ripley, Tempe’s Community and Media Relations Manager, will be attending the November 13th HRC meeting to discuss effectively utilizing social media outlets.

Commissioner Dietz reported the current Diversity Dialogue program is going well and the new facilitator, Flora Farago is doing a great job along with co-facilitator, Commissioner Chiu.  Commissioners are invited to the Diversity Dialogue Potluck held Tuesday, October 23, 2012.  Dee will send Commissioners a confirmation on what time the Potluck will begin.  Rosa reported three of the teens involved in the Diversity Dialogue program are interested in applying for the nine month Tempe Youth Leadership program.   

The next HRC Meeting will be November 13, 2012

Motion made by Commissioner Calender to adjourn meeting.

Second by Commissioner Auckland.
Meeting adjourned at 6:55 P.M.
Prepared by: Dee Hodson
Reviewed by: Rosa Inchausti
__________________________________

Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director

