
•What is your name?

• Share one word that 

captures your vision 

for a future Tempe. 

Welcome!

Rain to Roots Ambassador Program-
December Meeting
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The Strategy – Green Stormwater Infrastructure

Benefits of GSI:

• Supports tree canopy

• Reduces temperatures 

• Reduces potable water use 

• Mitigates flooding

• Promotes cleaner waterways

• Creates wildlife habitat

Learn more about GSI and its benefits 

at Sustainable Tempe – Green 

Stormwater Infrastructure. 
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Rio Salado Pkwy. & Hardy Dr.

Lemon St. & Dorsey Ln.

https://www.tempe.gov/government/sustainability-and-resilience/green-codes-and-standards/green-stormwater-infrastructure/rain-to-roots-ambassador-program-interest-form


Rain to Roots Master Plan
• Project Purpose

• Expand green infrastructure & urban cooling initiatives. 

• Promote cross-departmental coordination & planning. 

• Identify opportunities for long-term funding.
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Project Overview

Assessing the 
Current State

Codes & 
Standards

Urban Forestry 
Master Plan 

Update

Future 
Funding 
Strategy

Pilot 
Projects

Public 
Outreach



Why do Pilot Projects Matter?

• Pilot projects help us by…

• Demonstrating how GSI works in a range 

of settings (streetscapes, parks, multi-use 

paths, neighborhoods, etc.). 

• Increasing public awareness of GSI 

models & practices.

• Testing new codes & design standards.

• Strengthening connections between city 

departments.  
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Mill Ave. & 13th St. Median
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Pilot Projects → Long-term Planning
• The Rain to Roots Master Plan (MP) will involve…

• Developing data-driven strategies for pilot project selection. 

• Creating conceptual designs for five pilot projects to test new 
codes/design standards & promote public awareness. 

• Formalizing project selection process as part of the Rain to Roots MP. 
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Ambassadors will…

• Attend site visits, discuss GSI strategies, & review conceptual 

designs for the five selected pilot projects. 

• Co-develop a strategy for community members to suggest 

future GSI project sites.



Selecting Future Pilot Projects
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Identify Priority Areas Inventory Possible Sites Align with City Projects

• Heat Exposure

• Social Vulnerability

• Flood Susceptibility 

• Existing Tree Canopy

• Water Quality Needs

• Walk, Bike, & Transit 

Scores

• Equity

• Visibility

• GSI Potential

• Stormwater Capture

• Tree Canopy 

Expansion

• Space / Utility 

Constraints

• Multi-use Path & 

Streetscape Upgrades

• Stormwater Retrofit 

Projects

• Park Upgrades

• Landscape Refresh

Site Selection Methodology



Next Steps

• Create a GIS map that identifies 
priority areas using heat, flooding, 
urban forestry, and equity data.

• Develop a prioritization tool to 
compare potential projects. 

• Select five pilot projects. 

• Coordinate a spring site visit to 
selected pilot project locations. 
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Upcoming Ambassador Program Meetings

Meetings on the First Wednesday of the Month, 5:30-6:30 PM
................

January: No Meeting – Winter Break 

February 7th: Stormwater & Water Conservation

March 6th: Codes & Standards Review, Pilot Project Update

April 3rd: Pilot Project Site Visit (tentative)
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Questions?

Contact Maddie Mercer, 
Sustainability & Resilience Office

…

Email: Madeline_Mercer@tempe.gov

Phone: 480-355-8864


