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PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA 

Transportation Commission  
  

MEETING DATE 
Tuesday, November 14, 2023 from 7:30 to 9 a.m. 
 
MEETING LOCATIONS 
WebEx 
https://tempe.webex.com/tempe/j.php?MTID=m329b69bcc8b188308fb759efdd857216 
Join by phone +1-408-418-9388 United States Toll 

 
 

Access code:  2496 054 5321 Webinar password: 2TqG85JpYmf 

In Person 
Tempe Transportation Center  
Don Cassano Community Room 
200 E. Fifth Street, 2nd floor 
Tempe, Arizona, 85281 
 

AGENDA ITEM PRESENTER 
ACTION or 

INFORMATION 

1. Public Appearances 
The Transportation Commission welcomes public 
comment for items listed on this agenda. There is a 
three-minute time limit per citizen. 

 
Amanda Nelson, 

Commission Chair  

Information 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes   
The Commission will be asked to review and approve 
meeting minutes from the October 10, 2023 meeting. 

Amanda Nelson, 
Commission Chair 

Action 

3. Mill Avenue Streetscape Project 
Staff will provide the Commission with design 
alternatives for the Mill Avenue Streetscape Project. 

Shelly Seyler, Engineering and 
Transportation Department, 

 Eric Iwersen, Sustainability & 
Resilience Department 

Information 

4. Pavement Quality Index 
Staff will make a presentation about Tempe’s 
pavement management program.  

Ed Bond and Isaac Chavira, 
Engineering and Transportation 

Department 

Information 

5. Department & Regional Transportation Updates  
Staff and commission members will provide 
information on relevant meetings and events. 

Engineering & Transportation 
Department Staff and 

Transportation Commissioners 

Information 

6. Future Agenda Items  
Commission may request future agenda items. 

Amanda Nelson, 
Commission Chair 

Information  

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Transportation Commission may only discuss matters listed on the 
agenda.  The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 48 hours 
advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired persons. Please call 350-
4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a public meeting.  

https://tempe.webex.com/tempe/j.php?MTID=m329b69bcc8b188308fb759efdd857216


 
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Tempe Transportation Commission held on Tuesday, October 10, 2023 at 7:30 a.m. via 
Cisco Webex and at the Tempe Transportation Center located at 200 E. Fifth Street, Tempe AZ 85281. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 
Stevie Milne 
Dawn Hocking 
JC Porter  
Paul Hubbell  
James Dwyer 
Susan Conklu  
Amanda Nelson 
 
(MEMBERS) Absent:  
Alana Chavez Langdon  
Robert Miller 
       

  Pam Goronkin  
  Brian Fellows 
  David King 
  David Sokolowski 
  Bobbie Cassano 
  Peter Schelstraete 
 
 

              
City Staff Present: 
Shelly Seyler, Interim Engineering & Transportation Director 
Sue Taaffe, Senior Management Assistant  
Cathy Hollow, City Traffic Engineer 
Shauna Warner, Neighborhood Program Manager 
Eric Iwersen, Sustainability and Resilience Director 
TaiAnna Yee, Public Information Officer 
German Piedrahita, Senior Civil Engineer 
 

Bonnie Richardson, Principal Planner 
Sam Stevenson, Transit Manager  
Chase Walman, Principal Planner 
Lindsay Post, Senior Transportation Planner 
Keith Burke, Deputy City Manager 
Mike Hayes, Lieutenant 

 
Guests Present:           
John Federico     Mike James 
David Chase     Zach Lechner 
          
Commission Chair Amanda Nelson called the meeting to order at 7:32 a.m. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances 
None 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Minutes 
Amanda Nelson introduced the minutes of the September 12, 2023 meeting of the Transportation Commission and 
asked for a motion for approval. 
 

  

Minutes 
City of Tempe Meeting of the Transportation Commission 

October 10, 2023 
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Motion:  Commissioner Dawn Hocking 
Second:  Commissioner Bobbie Cassano 
 
Decision:  Approved by Commissioners 
Stevie Milne 
Dawn Hocking 
JC Porter  
Paul Hubbell  
Susan Conklu  
 
Abstained: Amanda Nelson and Peter Schelstraete       

  Pam Goronkin  
  Brian Fellows 
  David King 
  David Sokolowski 
  Bobbie Cassano 
   
 

   
   
 
 
 

  
Agenda Item 3 – Annual Report 
Shelly Seyler presented the 2023 Transportation Commission Annual Report including the 2024 Transportation 
Commission goals.  
 
Discussion included meeting with other bords and commissions, transit lanes, bike bait program, transit satisfaction 
performance measure, and CIP budget update. 
 
A motion was made for approval of the 2023 Annual Report while recognizing that staff will have to add the 
November and December attendance list to the report prior to sending it to the City Clerk.  
 
Motion:  Commissioner Bobbie Cassano 
Second:  Commissioner Dawn Hocking 
 
Decision: Approved by Commissioners 
 
Stevie Milne 
Dawn Hocking 
JC Porter  
Paul Hubbell  
James Dwyer 
Susan Conklu  
Amanda Nelson 
       

  Pam Goronkin  
  Brian Fellows 
  David King 
  David Sokolowski 
  Bobbie Cassano 
  Peter Schelstraete 
 
 

Agenda Item 4 – 8th Street Streetscape Project 
Chase Walman and Zach Lechner presented information about the 8th Street Streetscape Project. Topics included: 

• Overview 

• Historical significance 

• Pre-historic significance 

• Archaeology findings 

• Feature 7 

• Imperative elements 

• Refined design 

• Next steps 
 
Discussion included archeology, crosswalks, signage for Feature 7, Orbit and shade structures. 
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Agenda Item 5 – Department & Regional Transportation Updates 
Brian Fellows updated the Commission on Phoenix’s global mayoral challenge involving incorporating green storm 
water in transportation projects. Susan Conklu informed the Commission that Scottsdale’s 68th Street Complete 
Street Project is finished.  
 
Agenda Item 6 – Future Agenda Items 
The following agenda topics were requested by Commissioners to be added to a future agenda: 
 

• Road maintenance – Pavement Quality Index 

• No right hand turns at red traffic signals 

• Protected bike lanes 

• Mill Avenue Streetscape 

• Joint meetings with Sustainability Commission 

• Dedicated bike lanes 

• Bike Bait program 
 
The following future agenda items have been previously identified by the Commission or staff: 

• November 14  
1. Roundabouts – data on existing and future plans  
2. Western Canal (48th Street to I-10)  
3. Commission Business  

• December 12 – Cancel? 

• January 9  
1. Commission Business 
2. Scooter Corrals in Downtown  
3. All Pedestrian Phase Signal Mill Avenue and Fifth Street  
4. Alameda Drive Streetscape Project (before and after)  

• February 13  
o Country Club Way Bike/Ped Bridge over  
o Prop 400 E  
o Traffic Bureau Update  
o Available public and ADA parking spaces in downtown  

• March 12  
o Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 
o TMA/TDM, Personal Delivery Devices  
o College and University Underpass Project  

• April 9  
o Bike Hero  

• May 14  

• June 11  
o Transportation Master Plan & Transportation Equity 

• July 9  

• August 13 

 
The next meeting is scheduled for November 14, 2023. The meeting was adjourned 8:35 a.m. 
 
Prepared by: Sue Taaffe 
Reviewed by: Shelly Seyler 



MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Tempe Transportation Commission 

  
FROM: Shelly Seyler, Interim Engineering and Transportation Director 
 
 
DATE: 

Eric Iwersen, Sustainability and Resilience Director 
 
November 14, 2023 

 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Mill Avenue Streetscape (University Drive to Rio 
Salado Parkway) 
 

     

PURPOSE: 
To provide the Council with an update on the downtown Mill Avenue Streetscape Project (University Drive 
to Rio Salado Parkway). The project continues to develop clear options for sidewalk and landscaping, 
coordinating with multiple departments/teams and outside agencies and partners. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Guidance requested on options for tree selection. 
 
CITY COUNCIL STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND RELATED PERFORMANCE MEASURE: 
1.05 – Feeling of Safety in Your Neighborhood 
3.14 – ADA Transition Plan 
3.26 – 20 Minute City 
4.11 – Tree Coverage 
5.03 – Capital Investment 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The project launched in 2022 to develop a guiding concept.  In recent months, more intense refinement 
of streetscape options have been developed with the consultant team, J2, and a project team. Staff 
continues to coordinate the project with other adjacent projects like the Fifth Street Project, downtown 
public restrooms, major special events and the streetcar to ensure design and function compatibility. Staff 
coordination includes collaboration with other Tempe staff teams and important downtown 
partners/stakeholders including:  
 
Stakeholders: 
Downtown Tempe Authority & Merchants/Businesses 
Arizona State University 
Tempe Tourism 
Chamber of Commerce 
Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community 
Downtown Neighbors & Property Owners 
 
Departments: Engineering and Transportation, Sustainability and Resilience, Community 
Development, Community Services.  
 
Boards and Commissions:  Arts & Culture Commission, Neighborhood Advisory Commission, 
Commission on Disability Concerns, Transportation Commission, Development Review Commission, 
Human Relations Commission, Historic Preservation Commission, Parks, Recreation, Golf and Double 
Butte Cemetery Advisory Board, Desert Conservation Commission, Mayor’s Youth Advisory 
Commission.   
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Current status of the project and next steps: 
 

▪ September 2022: Design concept report completed 
▪ February 2023: Design team contracted 
▪ March/April 2023: Survey field work 
▪ May/June/July/August/September 2023: Stakeholder, public, boards and Commissions and City 

Council Input 
▪ May/June/July 2023: Conceptual design refinements 
▪ September 2023: City Council design approval of hardscape/sidewalk and tree concepts 
▪ October 2023: 60% Design 
▪ July 2023 - February 2024: Final engineering design 
▪ February/March 2024: Construction 

 
FISCAL IMPACT or IMPACT TO CURRENT RESOURCES: 
• Preliminary Project Estimate = $21.8M Total Cost 
• Current Funding = $10.2M = $1.7M (FY22/23) + $8.5M (FY23/24) 
• Bond Election (November 2024) 
• Future CIP Request: $11.6M ($5.8M in FY25/26 + $5.8M in FY26/27) 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
PowerPoint Presentation 
Public Survey Summary 
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https://www.tempe.gov/government/communication-and-marketing/tempe-forum
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https://www.tempe.gov/government/communication-and-marketing/refresh-tempe/downtown-tempe-refresh
https://www.facebook.com/Cityoftempe/posts/pfbid05tBXjoG1dk29juMTLz9sfYX3c36KDhUTECBZM1uVrBHZ6t92962Q8itw9cxXr83Pl
https://www.facebook.com/Cityoftempe/posts/pfbid05ohocFg9jQRdUwFfQH8koDXMR49QkDakqW8m3TQ4abiY4TpJcBH5s6GZdmT7iQ5Bl
https://www.facebook.com/Cityoftempe/posts/pfbid0eB2VTMD6F4ZfPc6huUmYn112DbKVr1g6QshjmxZZcgPZHNqvJW1uqzVV7nHQy7Eol
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1684702706739601410
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1689371470391291907
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1692256480454443091
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1695860478164267343
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https://nextdoor.com/p/_T4xZwfhj8Cm?utm_source=share&extras=MjYzMjM0OTc%3D
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/millstreetscape072723
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/tempe-this-week-aug-14-2023
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/millinput0823
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/tempe-this-week-aug-28
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https://communityfeedback.opengov.com/portals/tempeaz/Issue_13027
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August 31, 2023 
 
 

City of Tempe  

Attn: Comments re: Mill Avenue Streetscape 

3500 S. Rural Road 

Suite 203 

Tempe, AZ 85282 

 

RE: Comments on the 2022 City of Tempe Streetscape Improvements Conceptual Design Plan 

 

Dear City of Tempe, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the 2022 City of Tempe Streetscape 
Improvements Conceptual Design Plan. Such highly visible landscapes are important in communicating 
and continuing Arizona’s culture of conservation. Shade trees in these landscapes have particular value as 
green infrastructure with multiple benefits, and ADWR supports the utilization of a more diverse palette 
of drought tolerant, desert adapted trees.   

ADWR further offers the following comments regarding the Plan: 

Requirement Regarding Utilization of Low Water Use Plants in Rights-of-Ways: 

Pursuant to the Phoenix Active Management Area Fourth Management Plan (4MP) Chapter 5-610 (3), 
“The municipal provider . . . shall serve or use groundwater for the purpose of watering landscaping plants 
planted on or after January 1, 1987 within any publicly owned right-of-way of a highway, street, road, 
sidewalk, curb or shoulder which is used for travel . . . including pedestrian travel, only if the plants are 
listed in ADWR’s Low Water Use/Drought Tolerant Plant List (LWUPL) for the Phoenix Active Management 
Area.” 

Several of the Street Tree Concepts include Ficus nitida, which is not listed in the LWUPL. This requirement 
extends to both new landscaping and new plants being used to replace old or existing plants. The city 
must meet the requirements of the management plans by limiting plant installations in public rights-of-
way to those found on the LWUPL. Any new planting of Ficus nitida or other plants not listed in the LWUPL 
in a publicly owned right-of-way would be out of compliance with this requirement and subject to 
enforcement action, which could include fines of up to $10,000 per day for each violation.   

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT of WATER RESOURCES 
1110 West Washington Street, Suite 310 

Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
602.771.8500 
azwater.gov 

 

THOMAS BUSCHATZKE 
Director 

KATIE M. HOBBS 
Governor  
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Restriction on the Use of Groundwater in Water Features in Rights-of-Ways: 

Pursuant to the 4MP Chapter 6-602 (6), “Do not serve or use groundwater for the purpose of maintaining 
water features, including fountains, waterfalls, ponds, water courses, and other artificial water structures 
. . . within any publicly owned right-of-way of a highway, street, road, sidewalk, curb, or shoulder that is 
used for travel . . . including pedestrian travel.” 

Several of the Preliminary Streetscape Concepts include a water feature on the corner of Fourth Street 
and Mill Avenue. Any water feature within a publicly owned right-of-way that uses groundwater is 
prohibited under this requirement, and these designs would be out of compliance and subject to 
enforcement action, which could include fines of up to $10,000 per day. 

Recommendation Regarding Irrigation Infrastructure:  

ADWR commends the city for investing to update the irrigation system to improve water use efficiency 
and reduce consumptive use of water in the landscape. We encourage the city to optimize the use of 
“smart” irrigation technologies to maximize water use efficiency and to include low impact design 
elements in the project to reduce stormwater runoff and allow it to infiltrate into the landscape, reducing 
the need for supplemental irrigation. 

The continued leadership of Arizona's cities in managing our water supplies is increasingly important in 
an era of increased stress on our water supplies. The installation and proper maintenance of only desert 
adapted, low water use, drought tolerant trees and plants in public rights-of-way such as Tempe’s popular 
Mill Avenue will demonstrate the City’s commitment to sustainable water management.  

Any questions regarding the specific requirements listed in these comments can be directed to Active 
Management Areas Director Natalie Mast at nlmast@azwater.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Thomas Buschatzke 
Director 
 
 
cc:  
Nicole Klobas, Chief Counsel, ADWR 
Rosa Inchausti, City Manager, City of Tempe 
Richard Adkins, Urban Forester, City of Tempe 
Craig Caggiano, Deputy Municipal Utilities Director, City of Tempe 
Tina Sleeper, Senior Management Assistant, City of Tempe 
 
 

mailto:nlmast@azwater.gov


MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Tempe Transportation Commission            

FROM:   Isaac Chavira, Interim Engineering & Transportation Deputy Director 
  Ed Bond Jr, Sr Civil Engineer 

DATE:  November 14, 2023 

SUBJECT: Pavement Quality Index 

ITEM #:   4  

     

PURPOSE: To provide the Commission with an overview and update regarding the current average Pavement Quality Index 
(PQI) score for the City’s street network 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED: 
This item is for informational purposes only. 
 
CITY COUNCIL STRATEGIC PRIORITY: 

• 1.22 – Pavement Quality Index: Achieve adopted standards for Pavement Quality Index equal to a citywide average 
rating of 70 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The City of Tempe’s roadways are an important means of transportation for residents, the workforce, students, and visitors. The 
City of Tempe recognizes the importance of having roadways that are in good condition. To determine the order and priorities 
of which streets will receive a pavement treatment, a Pavement Quality Index (PQI) score is developed for each street segment, 
which is measured 0-100 (Poor to Excellent). This measure is used by the City to plan for maintenance and repairs, and to 
allocate resources in the most efficient way possible. 
 
The presentation provides a summary of the current condition of the pavement network, the strategies used with this strategic 
priority, and an overview of the pavement treatments used on City of Tempe roadways. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT or IMPACT TO CURRENT RESOURCES: 
None 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
PowerPoint Presentation 
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Condition Rating Number Lane-Miles

Excellent (PQI >= 80) 266

Good (60 < PQI < 80) 457

Fair/Poor (PQI <= 60) 589

TOTAL 1,312
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CATEGOTY 
CONDITION

PAVEMENT QUALITY 
INDEX

GENERAL TREATMENT STRATEGY
UPPER 
LIMIT

LOWER 
LIMIT

EXCELLENT 100 80 DO NOTHING

GOOD 79 60 PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE

FAIR 59 40 REHABILITATION/RESURFACING

POOR 39 0 RECONSTRUCTION
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Tempe Transportation Commission            

FROM:   Isaac Chavira, Interim Deputy Engineering & Transportation Director 

DATE:  November 14, 2023 

SUBJECT: Future Agenda Items 

ITEM #:   6 

PURPOSE:  
The Chair will request future agenda items from the Commission members. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED: 
This item is for information only. 
 

• December 12   
o Commission Business (Outgoing Commissioners) 
o No Right Turn On Red  
o Roundabouts  
o Mill Avenue Underpass Art  

• January 9  
1. Commission Business 
2. Transit Program Update / Transit Satisfaction Performance Measure / Flash / Dedicated Transit Lanes  
3. CIP Update  
4. All Pedestrian Phase Signal Mill Avenue and Fifth Street  
5. Vision Zero  

• February 13  
1. Country Club Way Bike/Ped Bridge over UPRR  
2. Prop 400 E  
3. Alameda Drive Streetscape Project (before and after)  
4. Scooter Corrals in Downtown  

• March 12  
1. TMA/TDM, Personal Delivery Devices  
2. Traffic Bureau Update  
3. Available public and ADA parking spaces in downtown  
4. Protected Bike Lanes and How They Are Prioritized  

• April 9  
1. Bike Hero  

• May 14  

• June 11  
1. Transportation Master Plan & Transportation Equity  
2. College and University Underpass Project  

• July 9   

• August 13  

• TBD: Joint meeting with Sustainability Commission 

• TBD: Western Canal (48th Street to I-10)  

• TBD: Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 
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