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https://www.tempe.gov/government/communication-and-marketing/tempe-forum
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https://www.tempe.gov/government/communication-and-marketing/refresh-tempe/downtown-tempe-refresh
https://www.facebook.com/Cityoftempe/posts/pfbid05tBXjoG1dk29juMTLz9sfYX3c36KDhUTECBZM1uVrBHZ6t92962Q8itw9cxXr83Pl
https://www.facebook.com/Cityoftempe/posts/pfbid05ohocFg9jQRdUwFfQH8koDXMR49QkDakqW8m3TQ4abiY4TpJcBH5s6GZdmT7iQ5Bl
https://www.facebook.com/Cityoftempe/posts/pfbid0eB2VTMD6F4ZfPc6huUmYn112DbKVr1g6QshjmxZZcgPZHNqvJW1uqzVV7nHQy7Eol
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1684702706739601410
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1689371470391291907
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1692256480454443091
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1695860478164267343
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https://nextdoor.com/p/_T4xZwfhj8Cm?utm_source=share&extras=MjYzMjM0OTc%3D
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/millstreetscape072723
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/tempe-this-week-aug-14-2023
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/millinput0823
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/tempe-this-week-aug-28
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https://communityfeedback.opengov.com/portals/tempeaz/Issue_13027
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August 31, 2023 
 
 

City of Tempe  

Attn: Comments re: Mill Avenue Streetscape 

3500 S. Rural Road 

Suite 203 

Tempe, AZ 85282 

 

RE: Comments on the 2022 City of Tempe Streetscape Improvements Conceptual Design Plan 

 

Dear City of Tempe, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the 2022 City of Tempe Streetscape 
Improvements Conceptual Design Plan. Such highly visible landscapes are important in communicating 
and continuing Arizona’s culture of conservation. Shade trees in these landscapes have particular value as 
green infrastructure with multiple benefits, and ADWR supports the utilization of a more diverse palette 
of drought tolerant, desert adapted trees.   

ADWR further offers the following comments regarding the Plan: 

Requirement Regarding Utilization of Low Water Use Plants in Rights-of-Ways: 

Pursuant to the Phoenix Active Management Area Fourth Management Plan (4MP) Chapter 5-610 (3), 
“The municipal provider . . . shall serve or use groundwater for the purpose of watering landscaping plants 
planted on or after January 1, 1987 within any publicly owned right-of-way of a highway, street, road, 
sidewalk, curb or shoulder which is used for travel . . . including pedestrian travel, only if the plants are 
listed in ADWR’s Low Water Use/Drought Tolerant Plant List (LWUPL) for the Phoenix Active Management 
Area.” 

Several of the Street Tree Concepts include Ficus nitida, which is not listed in the LWUPL. This requirement 
extends to both new landscaping and new plants being used to replace old or existing plants. The city 
must meet the requirements of the management plans by limiting plant installations in public rights-of-
way to those found on the LWUPL. Any new planting of Ficus nitida or other plants not listed in the LWUPL 
in a publicly owned right-of-way would be out of compliance with this requirement and subject to 
enforcement action, which could include fines of up to $10,000 per day for each violation.   

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT of WATER RESOURCES 
1110 West Washington Street, Suite 310 

Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
602.771.8500 
azwater.gov 
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Restriction on the Use of Groundwater in Water Features in Rights-of-Ways: 

Pursuant to the 4MP Chapter 6-602 (6), “Do not serve or use groundwater for the purpose of maintaining 
water features, including fountains, waterfalls, ponds, water courses, and other artificial water structures 
. . . within any publicly owned right-of-way of a highway, street, road, sidewalk, curb, or shoulder that is 
used for travel . . . including pedestrian travel.” 

Several of the Preliminary Streetscape Concepts include a water feature on the corner of Fourth Street 
and Mill Avenue. Any water feature within a publicly owned right-of-way that uses groundwater is 
prohibited under this requirement, and these designs would be out of compliance and subject to 
enforcement action, which could include fines of up to $10,000 per day. 

Recommendation Regarding Irrigation Infrastructure:  

ADWR commends the city for investing to update the irrigation system to improve water use efficiency 
and reduce consumptive use of water in the landscape. We encourage the city to optimize the use of 
“smart” irrigation technologies to maximize water use efficiency and to include low impact design 
elements in the project to reduce stormwater runoff and allow it to infiltrate into the landscape, reducing 
the need for supplemental irrigation. 

The continued leadership of Arizona's cities in managing our water supplies is increasingly important in 
an era of increased stress on our water supplies. The installation and proper maintenance of only desert 
adapted, low water use, drought tolerant trees and plants in public rights-of-way such as Tempe’s popular 
Mill Avenue will demonstrate the City’s commitment to sustainable water management.  

Any questions regarding the specific requirements listed in these comments can be directed to Active 
Management Areas Director Natalie Mast at nlmast@azwater.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Thomas Buschatzke 
Director 
 
 
cc:  
Nicole Klobas, Chief Counsel, ADWR 
Rosa Inchausti, City Manager, City of Tempe 
Richard Adkins, Urban Forester, City of Tempe 
Craig Caggiano, Deputy Municipal Utilities Director, City of Tempe 
Tina Sleeper, Senior Management Assistant, City of Tempe 
 
 

mailto:nlmast@azwater.gov


Drawing from Mayor’s Youth Advisory Commission meeting on October 10, 2023

 


