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City Council Weekly Information Packet  

Friday, April 7, 2023 

Includes the following documents/information: 

 
1) City Council Events Schedule 
2) State and Federal Updates & Grant Opportunities 
3) Refresh Tempe – one year update 
4) Engineering & Transportation Department Update 
5) Community Services Department Update 
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The Mayor and City Council have been invited to attend various community meetings and public and private events at which a 
quorum of the City Council may be present. The Council will not be conducting city business, nor will any legal action be taken. 
This is an event only and not a public meeting. A list of the community meetings and public and private events along with the 
schedules, dates, times, and locations is attached. Organizers may require a rsvp or fee.  
  

Sat Apr 8 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Alameda Meadows, McClintock, Palmcroft Manor, & Santo Tomas 
Neighborhood Associations Meeting 
 
Location: Selleh Park 
2425 S. Los Feliz Drive 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Tues Apr 11 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Annual Ramadan Dinner 
 
Location: Tempe History Museum Community Room 
809 E. Southern Avenue 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Fri Apr 14 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Tempe Business Roadshow 
 
Location: Hilton Garden Inn University Research Park 
7290 S. Price Road 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Fri Apr 14 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Ribbon Cutting: Rexius Nutrition 
 
Location: Rexius Nutrition 
101 E. Southern Avenue 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Fri Apr 14 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. VICINITY Tempe 
 
Location: Arizona Heritage Center 
1300 N. College Ave. 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Sat Apr 15 6:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Childsplay’s World of Wonder Gala 
 
Location: The Clayton House 
3719 N. 75th Street 
Scottsdale, AZ 
 

Mon Apr 17 12:00 p.m. Grand Canal Connection Project Virtual Public Meeting 
 
Zoom Link: tempe.gov/GrandCanal 
 

City Council Events Schedule  
  
April 7, 2023 thru May 19, 2023 
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Mon Apr 17 5:30 p.m. Grand Canal Connection Project In-person Public Meeting 
 
Location: Tempe's Field Services Assembly Hall 
55 S. Priest Drive 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Tues Apr 18 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Arts in the Parks: Spring Celebrations (Indian Bend Park) 
 
Location: Indian Bend Park 
150 E. Marigold Lane 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Wed Apr 19 12 p.m. Kyrene, Roosevelt, Farmer Bike and Pedestrian Improvements Project 
Virtual Public Meeting 
 
Zoom Link: tempe.gov/Handlebars 
 

Wed Apr 19 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Arts in the Parks: Spring Celebrations (Corbell Park) 
 
Location: Corbell Park 
7300 S. Lakeshore Drive 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Wed Apr 19 6:00 p.m. Kyrene, Roosevelt, Farmer Bike and Pedestrian Improvements Project In-
person Public Meeting 
 
Location: Childsplay Theatre Company Rehearsal Hall 
900 S. Mitchell Drive 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Thur Apr 20 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Youth Mental Awareness 
 
Location: Chandler/Gilbert Family YMCA 
1655 W. Frye Road 
Chandler, AZ 
 

Tues Apr 25 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Arts in the Parks: Spring Celebrations (Selleh Park) 
 
Location: Selleh Park 
2425 S. Los Feliz Drive 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Wed Apr 26 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Arts in the Parks: Spring Celebrations (Scudder Park) 
 
Location: Scudder Park 
5805 S. Lakeshore Drive 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Wed Apr 26 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Tempe Family YMCA Friend Raiser 
 
Location: Tempe Family YMCA 
7070 S. Rural Road 
Tempe, AZ  
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Fri Apr 28 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Music Under the Stars - 14th Annual Performance 
 
Location: Tempe Diablo Stadium 
2200 W Alameda Dr. 
Tempe, AZ  
 

Sat Apr 29 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Mayor’s Annual Volunteer Appreciation Event 
 
Location: Pyle Adult Recreation Center 
655 E. Southern Ave. 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Mon May 1 11:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Ralph Hoffman Plaque Dedication 
 
Location: Hayden House Front Porch/Patio 
1 W. Rio Salado Parkway 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Tues May 2 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Arts in the Parks: Spring Celebrations (Hollis Park) 
 
Location: Hollis Park 
3421 S. Kenneth Place 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Wed May 3 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Ars in the Parks: Spring Celebrations (Harelson Park) 
 
Location: Harelson Park 
9325 W. Warner Ranch Drive 
Tempe, AZ 
 

Thur May 4 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. Excellence in Education 
 
Location: Showroom at Wild Horse Pass 
5040 Wild Horse Pass Boulevard 
Chandler, AZ 
 

Tues May 9 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Arts in the Parks Spring Celebrations (Optimist Park)  
 
Location: Optimist Park 
2000 E. Sesame Street 
Tempe, AZ  
 

Fri May 19 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Boards and Commission Appreciation Event 
 
Location: Omni Hotel 
7 E. University Drive 
Tempe, AZ 
 

04/07/2023 JR 



MEMORANDUM 
TO:   Mayor and City Council 
THROUGH: Andrew Ching, City Manager 
FROM:  Marge Zylla, Government Relations Officer 
DATE:  April 7, 2023 
SUBJECT:  State and Federal Update & Grant Opportunities 

Below are summaries of recent actions and announcements at the state and federal level: 
 
 

• National League of Cities Congressional City Conference 
• Governor Executive Orders 
• State Legislative Update 

 
 
Please let me know if there are follow-up questions for Tempe’s federal lobbyist. Also, please let me 
know if Tempe staff members are pursuing federal grants so we can arrange for letters of support from 
our Congressional delegation. 
  



National League of Cities Congressional City Conference 
Late March was the annual NLC Congressional City Conference. Members of Council participated in 
committees, meetings, and panel discussions. Tempe’s representation at National League of Cities is 
below. The agenda is available at this link.  

The attendees participated in a delegation meeting with Senator Kelly, Senator Sinema, and Secretary 
of the United States Department of Education Fudge (related tweet at this link) and a meeting with 
Congressman Greg Stanton (related tweets here and here). Mayor Woods and Councilmember Garlid 
served on panels and Tempe’s Hometown for All initiative was recognized (tweet linked here). 

Federal Advocacy Committees 
Energy, Environment & Natural Resources Committee, Councilmember Arlene Chin  
Human Development Committee, Councilmember Doreen Garlid (Vice Chair), Councilmember Berdetta 
Hodge (member) 
Information Technology & Communications Committee, Councilmember Randy Keating  
Public Safety and Crime Prevention Committee, Councilmember Joel Navarro 
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, Vice Mayor Jennifer Adams 
  
Councils and Ad Hoc Committees 
Housing Supply Accelerator Committee, Co-Chair, Mayor Corey Woods  
University Communities Council, Councilmember Arlene Chin, Councilmember Randy Keating 
 
Affiliate Groups 
Asian Pacific American Municipal Officials (APAMO) – Councilmember Arlene Chin 
Hispanic Elected Local Officials (HELO) –Councilmember Joel Navarro  
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Local Officials (LGBTLO), Co-Chair – Councilmember Jennifer 
Adams  
Local Indigenous Leaders (LIL), Leadership Circle– Councilmember Doreen Garlid (related tweets 
here, here and here) 
National Black Caucus – Local Elected Officials (NBC-LEO) – Mayor Corey Woods, Councilmember 
Berdetta Hodge 
Women in Municipal Government (WIMG) – Vice Mayor Jennifer Adams, Councilmember Arlene Chin 
Councilmember Doreen Garlid, Councilmember Berdetta Hodge 
 
Governor Executive Orders 
The Governor signed an Executive Order this week requiring the removal of TikTok from state-owned 
and state-leased IT devices and from personal devices used for state work. The Executive Order is at 
this link and this link. 
 
State Legislative Update 
Today is the 89th day of the 2023 state legislative session and 1,630 bills have been introduced. Of the 
92 bills that have passed, 29 have been vetoed and 22 have been signed into law. The last date for 
House consideration of Senate bills and Senate consideration of House bills was 3/24/23. The bills of 
interest to Tempe will be added to lists (described below). Bills of significant interest will be highlighted 
in memo summaries as the proposals are amended in the legislative process.  
  
Bill Lists 
Staff is analyzing legislative proposals as they become available. The lists will be adjusted to reflect the 
latest available information. Bills that have failed to meet deadlines or have not received sufficient votes 
will be noted as “Dead”.  
 
The tracking list that follows this memo includes the summaries of bills that may be of interest to 
Tempe. These lists are not exhaustive, and as more analysis is done, comments will be included. 
Readers can use the search/find tool (keyboard shortcut:  press “Ctrl” and the “F” key) to search for 

https://ccc.nlc.org/program/agenda/
https://twitter.com/SenMarkKelly/status/1641553170231902217?s=20
https://twitter.com/RepGregStanton/status/1640833315581091841?s=20
https://twitter.com/CMBerdettaHodge/status/1640844089477439488?s=20
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1641184957409247233?s=20
https://twitter.com/leagueofcities/status/1640398347507843072?s=20
https://twitter.com/leagueofcities/status/1640147829875253248?s=20
https://twitter.com/RadicalWelcome/status/1640394720407961606?s=20
https://azgovernor.gov/office-arizona-governor/executive-order/executive-order-2023-10
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo_2023-10_protecting_the_states_cybersecurity_interests.pdf


terms of interest, like “fireworks”, “rentals”, “zoning”, “safety”, etc. Readers can also search the list by 
department to quickly be brought to the header under which there is a sublist of bills that may impact a 
specific area of city operations, for example: “Community Development” or “FMR”. 
 
In addition to the bills on the tracking list, the city will also be monitoring for proposals in areas including 
the following: 

• Affordable Housing 
o As noted in earlier Weekly Information Packet memos, Mayor Woods submitted a list of 

legislative solutions for consideration in his role as a member of the statewide legislative 
housing supply study committee. The city will be monitoring and analyzing housing 
proposals throughout the session and aim to see the solutions shared by Mayor Woods 
become bill proposals. Unfortunately, of the bills that include these provisions, none 
have been scheduled for a hearing as of this writing. 

o The city is collaborating with other cities to develop language that could be used as a 
strike-everything amend that would include affordable housing components that could be 
deployed locally.  

• Fireworks 
• Liability Issues 
• Local Governance  

o Efforts to preempt city charters, the authority for local governance, can be found in SCR 
1023 and SCR 1027. The city opposes these anti-charter efforts. 
 Tempe voters have voted on charter provisions for the city of Tempe, and these 

types of proposals seek to put that into question with voters across the state. 
 A summary page prepared by the League of AZ Cities and Towns is highlights the 

types of voter-approved restrictions that this type of resolution, if passed, would 
remove. The page is attached. 

 The bills may be subject to amendments with a population threshold, but the city 
retains opposition to the concept of the legislature attempting to undermine local 
voters and the charter authority granted in the Arizona Constitution. 

• Local Zoning Issues 
o The city opposes the strike-everything amendment on SB 1117, which includes 

preemption language that would upend the city’s voter-approved General Plan and aim to 
remove transparency and public access from planning activities. The bill also does not 
include any language that advances policies for guaranteed affordable housing. 

o Mayor Woods testified against the bill in the committee (video at this link), noting that this 
proposal would have the result of blocking affordable housing developers from building 
needed guaranteed affordable housing in the city. 

o An earlier memo included a one-page visual of the average lost size in every US state. It 
provides an illustration that Arizona is one of the smallest average lot sizes—the 48th 
smallest. 

o SB 1117 bill failed on the Senate floor. However, many of the components of SB 1117 
have been included in the strike-everything amendment that has been added to HB 2536. 

o The HB 2536 striker language also fails to contain guaranteed affordability policy and it 
circumvents public outreach processes for development and standards for how 
development interacts with public transit and bike and pedestrian infrastructure.  

o Some components of SB 1117 are also found in strike-everything amendments to SB 1161 
and SB 1163.  

o The city continues to advocate for policy that advances guaranteed affordable housing 
without undermine transparency in local decision-making. The city is actively working to 
advance favorable policies through amending language and/or strike-everything 
amendments. 

• Proposition 400 Extension Authorization 

https://www.azleg.gov/videoplayer/?eventID=2023021036


o As of this writing, there are a number of proposals that have been introduced on the topic 
of the extension of the Proposition 400 regional half-cent tax that supports transportation 
projects and programs in Maricopa County.  
 The city currently opposes the strike-everything amendment on HB 1102, which 

has funding allocations and non-germane language that does not reflect the 
unanimously approved regional transportation plan. This bill could be favorable 
with future amending language that brings the statutory language in line with the . 
regionally approved transportation plan. This bill was advanced out of its House 
committee and the city looks forward to continuing the conversation to adjust the 
allocation language in the bill. 

 The city currently opposes the strike-everything amendment on HB 1246, which 
has funding allocations that do not reflect the unanimously approved regional plan. 
However, the other components of the bill mirror the needed language, so this bill 
could be favorable if the allocation proportions are updated. This bill was advanced 
out of its House committee and the city looks forward to continuing the 
conversation to adjust the allocation language in the bill. 

 The city supports HB 2527, which reflects the regional transportation plan which 
was unanimously approved by the elected representatives serving on the Maricopa 
Association of Governments, including Mayor Woods. This bill is dead. 

 The city currently opposes the strike-everything amendment on HB 2031, which 
has funding allocations that do not reflect the unanimously approved regional plan. 
However, the other components of the bill mirror the needed language, so this bill 
could be favorable if the allocation proportions are updated. This bill was not 
ultimately voted on in committee. This bill is dead. 

 The city opposed SB 1122, which does not reflect the unanimously approved 
regional transportation plan. A previous memo included a summary of the bill from 
Valley Metro, the region’s transit agency of which the City of Tempe is a member. 
Vice Mayor Jennifer Adams represents Tempe on the Valley Metro Boards. This 
bill failed. 

 SB 1505 has favorable language but has not met the deadline to be heard in its 
chamber of origin. 

• Short Term Rentals  
o There are a number of introduced bills and referenda regarding short-term rentals this 

session. Some of these proposals would remove the state preemption on local 
regulations of short-term rentals, which the city would support. To date, these proposals 
have not been scheduled for hearings will not move forwarded this session, except 
potentially in the form of strike-everything amendments onto other bills. 

• Taxation Proposals 
o The city opposes the tax break proposals for entities that are in the businesses of 

residential rentals and for businesses that sell food for home consumption, which have 
been introduced as HB 2067/SB 1184 and HB 2061/HB 1063/HB 1089, respectively.  
 This would result in a combined revenue loss to the city of over $26 million 

annually, and would give a tax break to specific interests that would exclude them 
from contributing to the transaction privilege taxes that are remitted by other 
companies doing business in the city. These revenues fund programs, capital 
investments, infrastructure projects, public safety, and services including 
affordable housing construction and rental assistance.  

 HB 2067, SB 1184, HB 2061, and SB 1063 passed out of their respective initial 
committees on party line votes.  

 SB 1184 passed out of the Legislature and the cities and other organizations urged 
a veto. The Governor vetoed SB 1184 on 2/23/23. Governor’s Office press release 
is at this link and the veto letter is linked here. 

 SB 1131 now has a strike-everything amendment that revives the tax break for 
those in the business of residential rental. The city is opposed. 

https://azgovernor.gov/office-arizona-governor/news/2023/02/governor-hobbs-vetoes-tax-cut-bill-landlords
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/veto_-_sb_1184.pdf


 SB 1063 passed out of the Legislature and the cities and other organizations urged 
a veto. The Governor vetoed SB 1063 on 3/28/23. The Governor’s veto letter is 
linked here. 

 Fiscal notes are available (and linked) on the following: HB 2067, SB 1184, HB 
2061, SB 1063. 

 The League of AZ Cities and Towns has distributed materials noting the issues 
with these bills and those documents were attached to earlier memos. 

 Tweet with the video illustrating the important revenue streams is at this link. 
• Tobacco/Vaping 
• Water Policy 

o The city opposes SB 1660, which is similar to a problematic proposal that was defeated 
in last year’s session, that attempts to undermine the regional mechanism for water 
supply. There is the potential for some industrial water users to be incentivized to extract 
fossil groundwater, would expand those companies’ access to pumping in an 
unprecedented way, and would threaten the aquifers relied upon by municipal water users. 

o The city opposed HB 2535, which had concerning language regarding water management 
of wells in newly incorporated areas. This bill passed out of the legislature and was vetoed 
by the Governor. The Governor’s veto letter is available here. The Arizona Municipal 
Water Users Association (AMWUA) authored one of the letters urging a veto. 
Councilmember Arlene Chin is the city’s representative on the AMWUA Board. 

 
The city’s framework for responses to legislative proposals is the Council supported Tempe State 
Legislative Principles, which are available at this link. 
 

https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/veto_-_sb_1063.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/56leg/1R/fiscal/HB2067.DOCX.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/56leg/1R/fiscal/SB1184.DOCX.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/56leg/1R/fiscal/HB2061.DOCX.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/56leg/1R/fiscal/HB2061.DOCX.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/56leg/1R/fiscal/SB1063.DOCX.pdf
https://twitter.com/AzCities/status/1626374226142969858?s=20
https://www.tempe.gov/government/city-manager-s-office/government-relations/state-legislative-principles
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Clerk and Elections
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Municipal Utilities - Fleet and Waste
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Municipal Utilities - Water
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Mayor and Council 
FROM: Nikki Ripley, Communication and Marketing Office Director 
DATE: April 7, 2023 
SUBJECT: Refresh Tempe - one year update   
     
 
At approximately the one-year mark in the life of the Refresh Tempe initiative, staff would like to provide an update.  
 
Background 
Refresh Tempe is a comprehensive initiative to create and maintain year-round awareness around capital investments being 
made through the hundreds of projects in the city’s five-year Capital Improvement Program (CIP). The city’s current adopted 
five-year CIP will invest over $1.3 billion in various capital projects throughout the city. This is an exciting and entirely new 
concept for the city that was conceived of and has been supported by the Mayor and City Councilmembers since early 2022.  
 
The Refresh Tempe initiative has several objectives, including: 

• to increase awareness among community members about the types and amounts of capital improvements 
happening or planned for the community;  

• to increase positive feelings about the investments being made, as well as greater understanding at times of 
inconvenience; 

• to increase public participation in input processes as projects are developed, and; 
• to increase positive employee engagement in celebrating hard work and successes.  

 
Overall promotions 
Communication activities have been occurring for about one year and will continue indefinitely. Audiences include residents, 
business owners/employees, users of specific assets being improved, and visitors and commuters, as applicable.  
 
Audiences need to know that we prioritize reinvestment throughout the community. This category of promotions highlights the 
overall idea of reinvestment, exposing people to the Refresh Tempe name and associating it with capital improvements. The 
CIP project managers, CMO, Budget office and GIS meet monthly to coordinate the initiative. 
 
Over the last year, the Refresh Tempe logo has been incorporated into all promotion and on printed signage near project sites 
across the city. IKE electronic signs, social media posts, Tempe Today articles and more have highlighted the initiative and 
encouraged the community to visit the webpage, tempe.gov/RefreshTempe. The Refresh Tempe dashboard provides an 
interactive map and status update on all projects.  
 
Project-specific promotions 
This year, an array of signature project were chosen for more intensive promotions as part of the initiative. Signature projects 
are chosen using criteria that are reflective of Council and community priorities. Projects reflect various geographic areas of 
the city and project types. Signature projects are selected before each new fiscal year for promotions during the upcoming 
fiscal year. Promotional activities begin shortly before construction starts and not during planning or public input processes, 
which can take many months.  
 
Over the course of the fiscal year, each selected project (roughly between its construction and completion) gets social media 
posts, a video, an article in Tempe Today, news releases, paid ads, enhanced signage and more. Below are some 
communication highlights from signature Refresh Tempe Signature projects. Please note that this is not a complete list of all 
communication that has occurred.  

 
Clark Park renovations 
The vast improvements to Clark Park received community attention. The city discussed improvements in a video and 
covered its partial reopening in an Instagram Reel. Clark Park received media coverage in two Tempe Independent 
articles (1,2) and one Arizona Republic Article.  

http://www.tempe.gov/RefreshTempe
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a7f892d5c0db4b53897afb597cb5f70d
https://youtu.be/QXQUCbV4ljI
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Coi3Z-SuRh6/
https://www.yourvalley.net/tempe-independent/stories/tempes-clark-park-playground-garden-set-to-reopen,366421
https://www.yourvalley.net/stories/tempe-park-renovations-progress-this-fall-winter,329048
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/tempe/2022/12/30/tempe-parks-project-developments-2023/69749385007/


 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Downtown Tempe 
Downtown Tempe Refresh has its own webpage, look and feel. It’s bright purple, neon green and funky flower motif 
stands out on IKE signs, Harkins screens, posters, signs, and on traffic cones. It even fills empty shop windows.  
 
The Mill Avenue Gets Fresh campaign is being shared directly with merchants through Downtown Tempe Authority in 
its newsletter to them. Tempe Chamber of Commerce and Tempe Tourism Office are also sharing information.  
 
The project has received media attention on ABC 15, in the Tempe Independent and more. People were seen taking 
selfies with the backdrops on shop window displays. During Festival of the Arts, many people participated in the 
painting of the Sunflower on Sixth mural. Signs around it featured Refresh Tempe information. A video is currently 
being produced about the sunflower. 
 

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/tempe/2022/12/30/tempe-parks-project-developments-2023/69749385007/


 
 

 
 

    



 
 

 

       
 
 
Right of Way landscaping 

This project’s story map paints a colorful picture of new landscapes in the Tempe community. A recent email release 
about the project saw 34.9% open rates, and the corresponding Instagram post reached 2,395 accounts with 
increased engagement compared to previous posts.  
 
Pavement Quality Index (PQI) 
In addition to Refresh Tempe’s overall objective, PQI communications goals are to bring attention to the city’s 
pavement preservation program and ease any frustrations street maintenance may cause.  
 
Throughout the last year, PQI’s social media posts received 3,162 impressions and a social media video was posted 
to showcase the project. It’s news releases saw 43% open rates. The community also saw Refresh Tempe signage 
on construction signs and public notice boards.  
 

 
 
Data Sharing 
As referenced above, the Information Technology Department’s GIS team maintains a dashboard to display a number of 
capital projects on a city map, sharing project details and photos of progress along the way. The dashboard highlights the 
signature projects and summarizes project descriptions, timelines, cost estimates and contact information.  

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a7f892d5c0db4b53897afb597cb5f70d
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/investing-in-your-city
https://www.instagram.com/p/CqozUlMuvOn/?igshid=ZjE2NGZiNDQ=
https://youtu.be/W08311oXW40
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a7f892d5c0db4b53897afb597cb5f70d


 
 

    
 
In addition, storyboards are being created for each signature project area through collaboration with GIS and marketing.  
 

 
 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a7f892d5c0db4b53897afb597cb5f70d
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a7f892d5c0db4b53897afb597cb5f70d/page/Story-Map-Collection-Home/?data_id=dataSource_3-186a39e2f92-layer-7%3A5


 
 

 
 
 
Employee Engagement 
Leaders across the organization have celebrated and commended employees at project completion, for projects big and 
small, in ways that work for their teams. These managers sent photos of celebrations to the Communication and Marketing 
Office for use in showcasing employee efforts in making capital projects come to life. Employee recognition has also been 
incorporated into the project descriptions of the dashboard. 
 

 
 
 
Next steps for the initiative as it enters its second year include choosing the 2023-24 signature projects for intensive 
promotion. Some signature projects from 2022-23 may carry over into 2023-24 if construction has not yet begun or been 
completed. The Downtown Tempe Refresh communication, for example, is expected to continue for several years.  

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a7f892d5c0db4b53897afb597cb5f70d/page/Story-Map-Collection-Home/?data_id=dataSource_3-186a39e2f92-layer-7%3A5
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Kicking-off the Design for the Kyrene, Roosevelt, 

Farmer Bike/Ped Improvements Project 
Tempe plans to add three miles of bicycle and pedestrian improvements along Kyrene Road, Roosevelt Street and 

Farmer Avenue, between University Drive and Baseline Road, realigning the existing Handlebars BIKEiT bike 

boulevard route.  

Previously known as the North-South Rail Spur Multi-use Path, this project was originally intended to be an off-street 

multi-use path adjacent to the Union Pacific Railroad. In 2012 the City of Tempe received a Design Assistance Grant 

from the Maricopa Association of Governments to study the full corridor. In 2015, the City applied and was awarded 

federal CMAQ grant funds to complete construction in the amount of $2,315,065.00.  

This Transportation Master Plan and General Plan identified project kicked-off its design in 2017. Following 

negotiations with the Union Pacific Railroad, it became apparent that the alignment adjacent to the railroad was no 

longer feasible. In 2019, staff presented alternative alignments to Council and the preferred alignment recommended 

by council was moved forward. This new alignment moves the project corridor approximately ¼ mile to the west along 

Roosevelt St, Kyrene Ave, and Farmer Ave. 

The project is proposing improvements such as completing the sidewalk gap along Roosevelt Street from 13th Street 

to Broadway, and a new pedestrian signal at Baseline Road and Western Canal. Other proposed improvements 

include a 2-way cycle track along Kyrene Road, buffered bike lanes along Roosevelt St, and ADA accessibility 

improvements throughout the corridor.  

The improvements will provide a low-stress multi-modal route with links to major regional bicycle and pedestrian 

facilities, like the Western Canal Multi-use Path, Kiwanis Park, Clark Park, and will realign the current Handlebars 

BIKEiT Bike Boulevard route. 

The Tempe community is encouraged to attend public meetings to view draft 30% design plans and provide feedback 

on:  

• Wednesday, April 19, Noon via Zoom, Register at tempe.gov/handlebars 

• Wednesday, April 19, 6-7 p.m. in-person, Childsplay Theatre Company Rehearsal Hall 900 S. 

Mitchell Drive 
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Below: A Sample of Proposed Road Cross-Sections 
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Proposed Design Schedule: 

• Project Final 30% Design: July 19, 2023 

• Additional future Transportation Commission and 
Public Meetings Fall 2023 

• 60% Design: December 2023 

• 100% Design: June 2024 
 

For more information, or to provide online input from April 19 – May 2, please visit tempe.gov/handlebars. 

 

Chase Walman, (480)858-2072, chase_walman@tempe.gov   

 

Grand Canal Connection Project Second Round 

Public Meetings 
Currently, the City of Tempe’s portion of the Grand Canal Path (located just north of the 202, east of Priest Drive) is 

separated from other regional off-street pathways in the area including the Rio Salado Path and Crosscut Canal Path. 

In 2019, the City developed preliminary designs and a project assessment report to complete the gaps in these 

regional paths. This project will take the preliminary designs developed in 2019 and produce the final plans, 

specifications, and estimate so that the project can be bid for construction. 

 

Estimated Construction schedule: 

• Bid Advertisement: September 2024 

• Contract approval: November 2024 

• Anticipated Start: December 2024 
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The overall project is split into four distinct segments that will connect the the Rio Salado North Bank, Grand Canal, 

and Crosscut Canal: 

Lake View Drive (connecting Rio N. Bank to Grand Canal): Proposed improvements include buffered bike lanes, 

new ADA accessible route from Mill Avenue sidewalk to Tempe Town Lake, new crosswalk, rest node, pedestrian 

lighting, and landscaping. 

First Solar Parking Garage “Alley” (connecting Crosscut Canal to Grand Canal):Proposed improvements include 

a 10’ wide concrete off-street path with lighting and landscaping connecting an existing pedestrian signal at 

Washington Street with a new proposed pedestrian signal at Mill Ave. 

Priest Drive (connecting Rio N. Bank Path to Grand Canal/Washington St): Proposed improvements include ADA 

directional ramp improvements, high visibility crosswalks, and widening the existing sidewalk along the east side of 

Priest drive from 8’ to 10’ from Washington St to the Rio Salado North Bank Path. 

56th Street (Extending the existing Grand Canal path to 56th Street): Proposed improvements include extending the 

existing Grand Canal Path (completed as part of The Grand development) west to 56th street. In addition to extending 

this 10’ wide path with lighting and landscaping, additional improvements will include restriping 56th street to include 

buffered bike lanes to connect to the existing bike lanes and light rail at Washington Street. 

On October 24,2022, staff held two public meetings to gather feedback on the 15% design. Major themes from this 

feedback included increasing visibility of cyclists along Priest Drive and Mill Avenue, increased shade, and pushing 

the ADA accessible route as close as possible to the existing Mill Avenue sidewalk. Following this feedback, staff 

directed the consultant to revise the design to adjust ramps to improve visibility, provide additional trees adjacent to 

the path, and create alternatives that shift the ADA accessible route closer to the existing sidewalk.   

Staff will soon be holding two public meetings to solicit feedback on this refined design:  

• Monday, April 17 at noon. Via Zoom. Link at tempe.gov/handlebars 

• Monday, April 17 at 5:30 p.m. in-person, at Tempe's Field Services Assembly Hall located at 55 S. Priest 

Drive. 

The link to provide comments as well as participate in the public meeting will be made available at 

www.tempe.gov/grandcanal. Comments will be taken from April 17th to May 1st.  

Following the feedback from the above public meetings, staff will further refine the design and move forward with a 

60% design plan. It is anticipated that the final design would be completed and be ready to bid in the Summer of 

2024; with construction anticipated to begin Fall 2024. 

Background 

The Grand Canal Connection Project is identified in Tempe’s Transportation Master Plan. In May 2018, the 

Transportation Commission provided consensus for staff to submit an application for the project to compete for 

Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) Design Assistance funding.  In 2018, the project was awarded $82,500 

to develop a preliminary project assessment report and design concepts. 
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In 2019, public meetings were held to gather feedback on the preliminary design concepts, and later that year a 

preliminary design concept and cost estimate were developed. Later that year, staff submitted a federal grant request 

for construction funding for the project.  Tempe was awarded Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement 

grant totaling $1,932,429 to fund the construction of the project. In 2021, staff also submitted and were awarded 

additional grant funding to complete the design of the project totaling $372,485. The final design kicked-off summer 

of 2022. 

 

Fiscal Impact 

Design  

$82,500 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Grant (Preliminary Design)  

$372.485 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Grant (Final Design)  

$21,231 Local Match (Transit Tax)  

 

Construction 

$1,932,429 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Grant  

$110,148 Local Match (Transit Tax) 

 

Chase Walman, (480)858-2072, chase_walman@tempe.gov   



COMMUNITY SERVICES UPDATE 
April 7, 2023  

  

COMMUNITY ARTS GRANTS OPEN 

1 

Arts nonprofits, cultural groups and artist 

collectives can apply now for Tempe’s Community 

Art Grants Program. Wavemaker Arts Grants up to 

$10,000 are available to nonprofit organizations 

providing performances, festivals, residencies or 

workshops in Tempe. Vibrant City Arts Grants up to 

$2,500 are available to artist collectives, cultural 

groups or arts nonprofit organizations providing arts 

programming in Tempe.  

The deadline to submit applications is Thursday, June 1st for projects that will take place in 

Tempe between August 2023 and June 2024. www.tempe.gov/ArtsGrants 

The Community Arts Grants Program supports Tempe 

as a vibrant and progressive city for cultural and ar-

tistic activity.  To help those wishing to apply for the 

grants, Community Arts is providing free one-on-one 

mentoring session to dive deeper into specific pro-

ject ideas and the application process. Sign up for a 

virtual session with Maja Aurora, Community Arts 

Manager, at  https://calendly.com/artsgrants/

mentorship  

http://www.tempe.gov/ArtsGrants
https://calendly.com/artsgrants/mentorship
https://calendly.com/artsgrants/mentorship
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Tempe History Museum welcomes AZ History Convention  

2 

The Arizona History Convention is presenting 

its first-ever hybrid conference April 13-15, 

2023. The online sessions will take place 

Thursday and Friday, and the in-person 

sessions will be on Saturday at the Tempe 

History Museum. 

Conference organizer Heidi Osselaer stated 

that the Arizona History Convention chose 

the Tempe History Museum for a number of 

reasons. It has a proven track record hosting 

successful conferences and its proximity to 

Arizona State University is convenient for the 

numerous faculty, students, and staff who will 

be presenting and attending this year. In 

addition to the assistance from museum staff 

in arranging a conference that creates a 

campus-like feel, ample covered parking 

and access to numerous dining choices 

makes this the perfect setting for the 

attendees.  

And she noted, “What could be better than 

having a history museum open and 

available to history buffs?”  

For more information about the 2023 Arizona 

History Convention, visit www.arizonahistory.org 

The Arizona History Convention alternates its 

location between Arizona and New Mexico 

each year and attracts scholars and 

historians from throughout the western region 

and beyond. This year, there will be 30 

sessions with a wide range of topics including 

climate change and the environment, civil 

rights and citizenship, race and gender, 

Arizona’s Indigenous people, historic 

preservation, border policy and immigration, 

and more. The keynote address features 

National Endowment for the Humanities Chair 

Shelly Lowe of the Navajo Nation, and the 

plenary address will be given by ASU 

Professor Dr. Maurice Crandall of the 

Yavapai-Apache Nation of Camp Verde.  

RIGHT:  NEH Chair Shelly Lowe  

(Keynote Speaker for AZ History Convention) 

http://www.arizonahistory.org
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 Special Events Update:  April 7—27  

The Special Events Task Force Committee works with event producers up to 12  

months in advance to ensure that administrative and operational logistics are 

addressed before the event receives final approval. 

For additional information on activities, events, and things to do in and around Tempe, visit:  

Tempe Center for the Arts (Tempe.gov/TCA),  

Downtown Tempe Authority (Downtowntempe.com/explore),   

Tempe Tourism (Tempetourism.com), and 

Tempe Public Library (Tempepubliclibrary.org). 

3 

https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/home-tca
https://www.downtowntempe.com/explore
https://www.tempetourism.com/
http://www.Tempepubliclibrary.org
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