
Interns and Volunteers Improve Textile Storage  

Volume XIV, Issue 1           January -February -March 2012  

Access to the museumôs textile collections has been a continuing challenge due to the way 
in which the artifacts are stored and the lack of information in the collections database. Of-
ten it has been necessary to physically search through boxes and shelves looking for specif-
ic items, subjecting the fragile textiles to unnecessary handling. In order to correct this situa-
tion and make the textile collections more usable, Josh Roffler , Curator of Collections, be-
gan an overhaul of the textile storage room early in the summer of 2011. 
 
The overall goal of the project is to improve the accessibility of the collections and ensure 
their preservation. Intern Sherri Starkey  performed a general assessment of the textile stor-
age room and formulated a plan to meet this goal. The first step was to rearrange the stor-
age cabinets to optimize the use of space. Then the item-by-item inventory of the collections 
began. The objectives of the inventory are to update catalog records, adding a photograph 
of each object, assigning location codes, checking donor records and adding provenance 
and/or basic physical descriptions as needed. 
 
Photographs are important because it is often difficult to verbally describe textile objects due 
to their complexity. They also make it possible to visually scan a collection without having to 
actually handle the artifacts.  
 
Several means are being employed to improve the storage of the collections. Objects are 
being moved from open shelving to archival boxes. Boxes protect the artifacts, and improve 
the use of storage space since they can be stacked. The museum staff would like to thank 
the Tempe Historical Society  for their generous do-
nation of $1,500 to purchase large archival textile box-
es. These boxes are needed to store tailored clothing 
items such as dresses and menôs suits that are too 
fragile to be hung.  
 
A system of storage racks also has been built for the 
rolled textiles such as rugs and quilts that can be dam-
aged if they are folded for long periods of time. During 
the inventory, items stored in cabinet drawers are be-
ing rearranged in order to minimize the number of ob-
jects that are stacked on top of one another. 
 
(continued on page 5) 

Exhibits  

Changing Gallery  
The Finley Boys: Arizona's Royal Family of Rodeo tells the story of three brothers from a 
local ranching family who grew up to be national rodeo stars from the 1930s through the 
1950s. Through March 4, 2012. 
 
Community Room  
The Pictures Tell the Story: Continuity and Change in Tempe is the museumôs Centennial 
Arizona photography exhibit. It is a photo-story that tells of the ordinary people, events, and 
trends that have shaped Tempe over the last 100 years. The exhibit is curated by Dick 
George , a local photographer. This exhibit will be on display throughout 2012.   

Volunteers Karen Lanser and Betty Torres 
work in the textile collection storage room. 



 

Right: The Tempe Gar-
den Club decorated a 
tree with a bird theme. 

Traditional Danish Christmas decorations were featured on 
this tree in the double parlor of the Petersen House during 
the month of December, 2011. 

Paradise Winds perform selections from the Nutcracker ballet in the Communi-
ty Room during the Holiday Fun Factory on Saturday, December 9, 2011. 

Volunteer Peggy Moroney tells Hans Christian Andersen stories at the Danish 
Christmas event in the front parlor of the Petersen House. 

Left: Trees decorated 
by the Guess Birchett 
Chapter of the 
Questers (on the left) 
and the African Ameri-
can Advisory Commit-
tee (on the right) also 
added a festive atmos-
phere to the Communi-
ty Room. 


