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                                         MINUTES

Commission on Disability Concerns
April 4, 2013
____________________________________________________________________________________
Minutes of the Commission on Disability Concerns held on Thursday, April 4, 2013 at 6:30 PM in the Tempe Library, 3500 S. Rural Road, 2nd floor Board Room
MEMBERS Present:  



Members Absent:

Martha Ashburn




Ben Campbell

Paul Bennewitz

Kathleen Goode

Carolyn Hutchens

Sarah Kader

Robert Kizere

Ed Mitchell, Chair






Irene Mochel

Diane Moran 

Rachel Phillips
Tom Ringhofer

Staff:  Ginny Belousek Senior Diversity Specialist



  Mike Nevarez, City of Tempe Transportation
Guests:  DeDe Gaisthea, Valley Metro Representative


      Jeffrey Oats
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m. by Ed Mitchell
Agenda Item 1 -- Public Appearances

None
Agenda Item 2 -- Consideration of Meeting
Minutes reviewed, Ben Campbell’s name spelling to be corrected in March minutes.  Motion to accept March 7, 2013 minutes by Rachel Phillips seconded by Bob Kizere – approved by unanimous vote.
Agenda Item 3 – Transportation for People with Disabilities - 
Mike Nevarez, City of Tempe and DeDe Gaisthea (Valley Metro representative) presented information requested from this commission regarding the information disseminated to patrons of the East Valley Dial A Ride system, i.e. rate increases and routes (present and future plans).  Effective 3/1/13 rates for ADA trip with East Valley Dial A Ride is now $4 per trip.  This information was shared with patrons via the website (Valley Metro) and word of mouth.  Mr. Nevarez stated the “cross barrier” trips are still a barrier and that the City of Tempe Transportation Department is working diligently with Valley Metro to rectify this situation.  Currently there are the “ride choice” tickets that can be purchased by patrons 65 + or ADA certified.  Patrons are limited to 100 tickets per month.  These ride choice tickets allow riders to cross boundaries.  Information on purchase of these tickets is on the Valley Metro website.
Agenda Item 4 – Task Force on Disability 2014
This item was tabled to next month
Agenda Item 5 –Update and Commission Input on General Plan 2040
Commission members agree that the information being sought through the proposed re-convening Task Force on Disability Concerns in 2014 and the information that will be gained through the accessibility survey should be included in the General Plan 2040.  
Agenda Item 6 –Disability Awards Ceremony – April 25, 2013 
Disability Awards Ceremony is scheduled for 4/25/13 from 3:30 pm – 5:30 pm.  Ceremony being held at the Tempe History Museum – all commissioners are encouraged to attend.  Ed Mitchell suggested that commissioners in attendance act as ushers to attendees to ensure all in attendance are able to see event. 
Agenda Item 7 –Tempe Senior Health and Wellness Expo
Senior Health and Wellness Expo is being held at the Pyle Recreation Center on 4/11/13 from 8-12.  Sign-up sheet sent around for Commissioners to volunteer.      
Agenda Item 8 – Tempe ADA Brouchure for Businesses
The ADA Brochure is currently at the City graphic designer.      

Agenda Item 9 – Commissioners’ Announcements

Rachel Phillips states she is on various email distribution lists regarding ADA, if you want information please contact her.

Sarah Kader stated Bridgeway Health Solutions is presenting the 4th Annual Health and Wellness Fair Friday 4/26 and Saturday 4/27 at the Disability Empowerment Center.  Contact the Disability Empowerment Center for more information.
Tom Ringhofer expressed his sincere satisfaction with the “walk” signal at the corners of Southern and Rural Road.  

Adjournment:

Meeting adjourned at 7:57 PM - motion by Irene Mochel, seconded by Paul Bennewitz.  Unanimous consent of the Commission Members present.

For those of you who may not be able to attend the next Commission meeting in person, please remember that you can "officially attend" by calling in to the conference call function.  To do so, please call 480-350-8988.  You will be prompted to enter your 6 digit conference call access code; please enter 008988.  You will hear two quick beeps and hear the message welcoming you to the conference call.  At this point you should be able to speak into the phone and get a live response from the Board room audience.  I try to get this conference call set-up by 6:20 p.m. each meeting night.  If for some reason you are unsuccessful in getting connected, please call Ed Mitchell at 602-524-2124. 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Commission may only discuss matters listed on the agenda.  The City of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  Persons with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations with a minimum of 5 business days advance notice by calling 480-350-2704 (voice) or 480-350-2750 (TTY)    


 















